Week 6: Gender

TUTORIAL ACTIVITIES

1. In pairs, using the text and writing on the coloured card, define the terms from the gender chapter (share with the group):

· Gender

· Identity

· Binary

· Biological determinism

· Poststructuralism

· Constituted

· Problematic

· Feminism

2. Share responses to the independent activities (students can choose either one to share with the group) 

· (from the text) Think about a time when you were made to feel different because you were male or female.  Where did this incident take place?  Who else was there? What happened?  Why do you remember the incident?  Can you remember being aware of constructing your own pattern of being masculine or feminine, of either resisting or accepting others’ expectations or definitions? 

· Think of a daily interaction, incident or activity where your gender seems to govern how you behave and how others behave towards you.  This can be something of a personal nature (maybe an interaction with your friends or family) or something that you notice in a broader sense (perhaps something in the media or workplace). 

· Share gender(ed) materials (I will supply a few) that the students have collected 

3. ‘Learning center’ activities (40 minutes preparation)

Students are to work in small groups (of around 4) at each ‘learning centre’.  They are asked to engage with the issues and the stimulus materials provided.  They are to present their group’s findings to the rest of the class in a way that engages the rest of the class and ‘brings to life’ the particular issue they are investigating.  The format or mode of presentation is up to the group (examples might include: role play, an interview, a news story, a tv show [documentary, game show, children’s show etc.], a short story, a poem, a letter, a journal entry, a poster, a map, a diagram, a drawing, a collage, a video etc.).  

(adapted from Brannock, J. (1999) Rapunzel or Action Man? In Understanding Education, D. Meadmore, B. Burnett & P O’Brien (Eds.) Prentice Hall: Riverwood)

1.
How might children’s toys and games reinforce different abilities, attitudes and behaviours amongst girls as a group, compared with boys as a group?

Stimulus Materials: Barbie, Action Man, skipping rope, football, toy catalogues etc.

2.
What images of femininity and masculinity are to be found in traditional children’s fairy stories?  What images of ‘good’ and ‘evil’ abound here?

Stimulus Materials: Fairy stories

3.
In terms of women’s participation in paid employment, what have been the most significant changes in the last 20 years in Australia?  Which areas are still the most sex-segregated and why?

Stimulus Materials: Lecture notes (wk6) and graph from ‘Women 2002’

4.
In what ways might school policies on discipline reinforce a dualist model of gender?

Stimulus Materials: discipline paper

5.
There is much research on the gendered nature of language.  Consider some of the ways in which everyday language reinforces a dualist model of gender and, in particular, depicts the feminine as inferior to the masculine.

Stimulus Materials: ‘Man-made Language’ (Dale Spender)

6.
Analyse some popular Hollywood films that have appeared on our screens over the past 3-5 years, and examine the desirable models of masculinity and femininity depicted there. 

Stimulus Materials: video sheet

