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STAFFING

Examiner: Robert Closs
Moderator: Paul Bramston

PRE-REQUISITES

Pre-requisite: COU 8210 and COU 8220

RATIONALE

To become fully aware of the role of the professional psychologist, students need to work
within a general psychological practice setting. The practicum will require the student to
face some of the broader issues that the practising psychologist typically has to deal with
in integrating academic learning with professional application. Such interaction should
provide a situation in which the student can learn about the function of the discipline of
psychology in that setting, the role of other disciplines or professions and something of the
professional etiquette involved.

SYNOPSIS

The first Practicum is designed to proved students with a structured situation in which
appropriate counselling and assessment skills can be developed to high levels of competency.
It gives the student the opportunity to examine applied problems from a theoretical
perspective and to then apply theoretically derived interventions. It promotes a scientist -
practitioner model of the professional psychologist. Students will be encouraged to approach
applied problems and skill based learning from a hypotheses testing perspective. The
emphasis is on skill development in a supervised, structured environment. Expert feedback
on performance is seen as an essential feature of the learning process and strong emphasis
is placed on regular sessions between the students and their supervisors.
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OBJECTIVES

At the end of the placement, students will be able to demonstrate counselling and assessment
competencies. Actual content of the placement will include such skills as being able to:

• formulate questions to guide further intervention;
• plan, conduct and evaluate assessment protocols;
• plan, conduct and evaluate counselling protocols.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Specific goals for assessment and intervention skills to be arranged
between student and supervisors. See Practicum Guidelines.

100.00

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Directed reading as assigned by the students' supervisors. Students will also consult relevant
Psychological Journals.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Practical Experience 250

Supervisor
Consultation

24

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

MID-PLACEMENT INTERVIEW 50.00 50.00 Y 22 Jul 2002
(see note 1)

FINAL PLACEMENT
EVALUATION

50.00 50.00 Y 22 Jul 2002
(see note 2)

NOTES:

1. Refer to the Examiner for information about assignment due dates.
2. Refer to Examiner for information about assignment due dates.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 A contract will be drawn up between the Singapore supervisor representing the
university, the community supervisor and the student regarding supervisory and
placement requirements.
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2 Assessment 1 details include Mid-Placement Interview with supervisors in the
setting to determine the student's progress.

3 Assessment 2 details include Final Placement Evaluation from community
supervisor based on predetermined criteria for each placement objective.

4 Grading will be on a PASS/FAIL basis and will be determined on the basis of the
mid-placement interview and the final placement evaluation of the academic and
community supervisors.

5 In accordance with the University's Assignment Extension Policy (Regulation
5.6.1), the Examiner of the course may grant an extension of the due date of an
assignment in extenuating circumstances. This policy can be found in the USQ
Handbook, the Distance Education Student Guide and the Faculty of Sciences
Orientation Handbook for on-campus students. All students are advised to study
and follow the guidelines associated with this policy.
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