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RATIONALE

Critical evaluation of developing practices and emerging trends is an essential skill for
leaders in early childhood. Early childhood professionals are challenged to address constant
demands for change, development and to respond to emerging issues at local as well as
international levels. Awareness of theoretical shifts and changes in philosophical orientations
need to be interrogated in relation to current research. The opportunity to explore and
critically evaluate widely accepted practices and emerging trends is an essential feature of
the continued development of an educator. This course provides such an opportunity for
early childhood educators.

SYNOPSIS

The course explores current international, national and local issues related to many facets
of the care and education of young children. Students will be encouraged to identify emerging
trends and relate then to philosophical and theoretical perspectives and to consider the
implications for the broader socio political and educational context, as well as explore in
depth specifically relevant issues pertinent to the students own field of education.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• Identify current local, national, international issues and trends in the education and
care of young children;

• Evaluate critically the social, educational, political and economic bases of current
issues and trends in early childhood education;

• Review and critique practices in light of emerging issues;
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• Articulate contemporary positions as an informed leader and advocate in early
childhood;

• Reflect on professional and ethical dimensions of early childhood education.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Global change, image of childhood and their impact on early childhood 12.50

2. Theoretical and pedagogical shifts in curriculum 15.00

3. The impact of technology and the media on early childhood 12.50

4. Ethics, equity and professionalism in early childhood 15.00

5. Partnerships with families and partnerships in education 12.50

6. Quality assurance and accountability 12.50

7. The process of identifying and reflecting on trends 20.00

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Ashman, A. & Elkins, J. (1998). Educating children with special needs, (3rd ed.). Prentice
Hall Australia.

Barbour, C. & Barbour, N.H. (2001): Families, Schools, and Communities - Building
Partnerships for Educating Children, (2nd ed.). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Merrill.

Bertram, T. & Pascal, C. (2000). Early excellence centres. First findings Autumn 1999.,
Department for Edcuation and Employment. DfEE: Suf.

Decker, C.A. & Decker, J.R. (2001): Planning and Administering Early Childhood
Programs., (7th ed.). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Elkind, D. (1997). Schooling and family in the post-modern world. In A. Hargraves (Ed.).
Rethinking educational change with heart and mind, Alexandria, VA: Association for
Supervision and Curriculum Dev.

Gibbs, J. (1994). Tribes. A new way of learning together., Santa Rosa: Centre Source.

Hepworth Berger, E.(2000) :Parents as Partners in Education, Upper Saddle River, New
Jersey: Merrill.

Hutchins, T. & Sims, M. (1999). Program planning for infants and toddlers., Upper Saddle
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Jensen, M. A. & Hannibal, M. A. (2000). Issues, advocacy, and leadership in early
education, (2nd ed.). Needham Heights: Allyn & Bacon.

Perry, R. & Irwin, L. (2000) Playing with curriculum. Strategies and benefits, Brisbane:
Queensland University of Technology.
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Press, F. & Hayes, A. (1999) 'OECD Thematic review on early childhood and care policy
- an Australian report.' (Available: Dept of Education. Queensland Child Care strategic
plan (2000 - 2005).Office of Child Care Department of Families, Youth and Community
Care. Brisbane.) .

Seefeldt, C. & Galper, A. (1998). Continuing issues in early childhood education., (2nd
ed.). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Merrill Prentice Hall.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Directed Study 80

Private Study 70

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

LITERATURE REVIEW 999.00 40.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

INDEPENDENT TOPIC;
LITERATURE

999.00 60.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

2 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score.
3 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical

score for each summative assessment item.
4 All assessment items must be submitted and passed overall.
5 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, University penalties will apply.
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