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RATIONALE

It is essential that students have the ability to analyse the assumptions and practices of
contemporary Australian education to ascertain "why" and "how" these may have arisen.
An introduction to the different practices, ideas and theories throughout history, especially
those concerning the nature of childhood, the nature of the particular society and the child's
place in that society, will provide a much broader perspective on the role of the educative
process. This will contribute to other studies in education and develop an understanding of
the development of important educational ideas for non-education students.

SYNOPSIS

Students will be given the opportunity to study a) various ideas, theories and practices
concerning children, their place in society and their education; b) how prevailing attitudes
in a particular society have influenced why and how various educational systems and
theories developed, and how changes in educational practices have taken place. Further,
by examining various ideas developed throughout history by selected educational theorists,
students will be able to identify theories underpinning many of the assumptions made about
contemporary practices.

OBJECTIVES

The student will:

• Become aware of differing assumptions about the nature of childhood, the child's
place in society, and the role of education, from both a historical and contemporary
perspective.

• Relate these differing assumptions to various theories on education during selected
periods of history.
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• Identify the relationship between various theories of education and the type of
society in which they operate, from both a historical and contemporary perspective.

• Compare and contrast various educational theorists and theories, both historical
and contemporary.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Overview and Preview: Differing historical perspectives on the nature of
childhood, the child's place in particular societies, and the subsequent role
of education.

5.00

2. Ancient Greece: The Foundations of Western Education: a) Athens and
Sparta in fifth century B.C. b) Plato's vision for an "ideal polis"

15.00

3. Other Twentieth Century Theorists: a) Dewey b) Friere c) Illich d) Giroux 20.00

4. A Mediaeval Miscellany: a) The Church b) The Seven Liberal Arts c)
Scholasticism and the rise of the Universities

15.00

5. Romanticism and the Re-Discovery of Childhood: a) Rousseau and the
"romantic" view of childhood b) A.S. Neill

15.00

6. Planned "Man": B. F. Skinner's "Utopia" 10.00

7. The Development of Education in Australia: a) Influences on colonial
educational practices b) The origins of state education

15.00

8. Overview and Preview. 5.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Bowen, J. & Hobson, P. 1987, Theories of Education: Studies of significant innovation in
western educational thought, 2nd edition, Jacaranda Wiley, Brisbane.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Further references which may be of use are contained in course materials.
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STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Directed Study 98

Examinations 2

Private Study 60

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ESSAY 50.00 50.00 Y 06 Jan 2003

2 HOUR EXAMINATION 50.00 50.00 Y END S3
(see note )

NOTES:

. Students will be advised of the examination date for this course when the official
timetable for Semester 3 2002 has been finalised.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score.
4 Course grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical

score for each summative assessment item. Any ungraded assessment requirement
will receive a Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

5 All assessment items must be attempted/submitted. Assessment items must be
passed overall.

6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of
time, a penalty of 10% of the mark awarded by the examiner for the assessment
item will apply for each month late.

7 Students undertaking this course who are enrolled in a pre- service or post-graduate
Education course must attempt this course as a Level 4 student. All other
(non-Education) students undertake this course as a Level 1 student. Unless directed
otherwise by the Course Examiner.

8 Students undertaking this course at Level 4 will be expected to complete the course
requirements at a higher level than Level 1 students. Level 4 students will complete
the appropriate assessment tasks at a more advanced level by drawing on
experiences and knowledge gained from Education courses already completed.
This will be demonstrated both through a more in-depth analysis of relevant material
for the essay question. The different expectations for Level 1 and Level 4 students
are clearly outlined and explained further in the Assessment section of the
Introductory Booklet.
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