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RATIONALE

While representing a relatively small percentage of the school-age population, students
with low incidence disabilities present a major challenge to teachers of regular school
primary classes. Such children often require major adaptations to the regular class curriculum,
as well as the use of instructional procedures which are not normally part of the regular
class teacher's teaching repertoire. If the goal of inclusion is to be achieved for these students
it is imperative that teachers acquire (1) a good understanding of these student's needs and
(2) the professional expertise to work effectively with them.

SYNOPSIS

In this course students will be introduced to the learning and behavioural characteristics of
low incidence disability groups. Major focus will be on students with intellectual impairment,
sensory impairment, behaviour disorders, physical disability, and speech and language
disorders. Students will acquire an understanding and knowledge of the curriculum and
instructional accommodations and strategies needed by children from these disability groups.
Particular attention will be given to a survey of existing provisions for these children and
the support services which are available to the children, to their parents, and to teachers.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this unit students will be able

• to: define the categories of lower incidence disabilities; describe the causes and
characteristics of each low incidence disability category; articulate those
characteristics in (2) which negatively impact on social and academic development;
describe and justify how teachers can modify and adapt curriculum and instruction
to accommodate the needs of students with low incidence disabilities; and describe
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current policy ascertainment guidelines, educational provisions, and support services
for students with low incidence disabilities.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Introduction/Categories of Low Incidence Disabilities 5.00

2. Intellectual Impairment 20.00

3. Hearing Impairment 15.00

4. Visual Impairment 15.00

5. Physical Disabilities and Health Impairments 15.00

6. Communication Disorders 15.00

7. Policy, Ascertainment Guidelines and Support Services 15.00

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

To be notified.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 28

Directed Study 80

Lectures 12

Private Study 20

Tutorial 16

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ASSIGNMENT 1 50.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

ASSIGNMENT 2 50.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.
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2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score.
4 Course grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical

score for each summative assessment item. Any ungraded assessment requirement
will receive a Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

5 All assessment items must be attempted/submitted.
6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, a penalty of 10% of the mark awarded by the examiner for the assessment
item will apply for each day late.
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