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RATIONALE

This course is the final of four literacy units in the BEd. As such it consolidates and extends
the content of previous literacy units; knowledge about language and communication,
knowledge, theories and strategies associated with the development of emergent literacy
and knowledge about the print-based literacies of reading and writing. Consideration is
given to the need for teachers of literacy to familiarise themselves with current theoretical
issues which serve as the basis for choices about instruction in literacy education.

SYNOPSIS

This course commences with an examination of current theories and issues in literacy
education. This includes focus on the impact of new technologies, literacy across the
curriculum, research skills and the effects of classroom talk on literacy learning. An
introduction to children's literature as a vehicle for the development of literacy instruction
which reflects current methodological techniques and recent advances in literacy learning
is a key element of the course.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• Be familiar with current issues in literacy education and have an understanding of
how theory and practice are interdependent.

• Be able to articulate a position on the topics of teacher talk, technology and literacy,
literacy learning across the curriculum and research skills based on a familiarity
with current literacy theory.

• Realise the potential of children's literature in assisting the development of literacy
skills and favourable attitudes to literacy. Be familiar with and have developed a
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positive attitude to children's literature through reading of a number of children's
books and study of particular authors and illustrators.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Current Theories and Issues in Literacy Education 30.00

2. Learning to Learn through Literacy across the Curriculum 20.00

3. Teacher Talk and Literacy Learning 10.00

4. The Role of Children's Literature in Developing Literacy 40.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Bull, G. & Anstey, M. 1996, The Literacy Lexicon, Prentice Hall, Sydney.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Anstey, M. & Bull, G. 2000, Reading the Visual Written and Illustrated Children's
Literature, Harcourt Brace, Sydney.

Anstey, M. & Bull, G. 1996, The Literacy Labyrinth, Prentice Hall, Sydney, New York.

Cambourne, B. 1988, The Whole Story: Natural learning and the acquisition of literacy in
the classroom, Ashton Scholastic, Auckland.

Christie, F. (ed.) 1990, Literacy for a Changing World: A fresh look at the basics, ACER,
Melbourne.

De Castella, S. Luke, C. & Luke, A. 1989, Language, Authority and Criticism: Readings
on the school textbook, Falmer Press, New York, London.

Education Queensland 1994, English in Years 1-10 Queensland English Syllabus Materials:
A guide to classroom practice in English, Department of Education, Brisbane.

Emmitt, M & Pollock, J. 1997, Language and Learning, 2nd edition, Oxford University
Press, Melbourne.

Huck, C. 1997, Children's Literature in the Elementary School, 6th edition, Brown &
Benchmark, Madison, WI.

Johnson, T. 1987, Bringing It All Together A program for literacy, Methuen, North Ryde.

Johnson, T. & Louis, D. 1985, Literacy Through Literature, Methuen, North Ryde.

Luke, A. & Gilbert, P. (eds) 1993, Literacy in Contexts Australian Perspectives and Issues,
Allen & Unwin, Australia.
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Muspratt, S., Luke, A. & Freebody, P. 1997, Constructing Critical Literacies, Hampton
Press, Cresskill, WJ.

Norton, D.E. 1998, Through the Eyes of a Child: An introduction to children's literature,
Merrill, Englewood Cliffs NJ.

Unsworth, L. (ed.) 1993, Literacy Learning and Teaching: Language as social practice in
the primary school, Macmillan, South Melbourne.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

GROUP PRESENTATION 1 10.00 10.00 Y 22 Jul 2002
(see note 1)

GROUP PRESENTATION 2 30.00 30.00 Y 22 Jul 2002
(see note 2)

3 HOUR EXAMINATION 60.00 60.00 Y END S2
(see note 3)

NOTES:

1. Due date for this assessment is ongoing, with different dates for each group. Students
will be advised by the Course Leader about their assessment due date.

2. Due date for this assessment is ongoing, with different dates for each group. Students
will be advised by the Course Leader about their assessment due date.

3. Students will be advised of the examination date for this course when the official
timetable for Semester 2 2002 has been finalised.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score.
4 Course grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical

score for each summative assessment item. Any ungraded assessment requirement
will receive a Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

5 Each Assessment item must be passed.
6 Assignments submitted after the due date may be penalised in accord with the

University policy on assignments.
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