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RATIONALE

Art works and music reflect and embody the development and growth of various cultures.
The prolific and complex use of images and musical arrangements formulate feeling for
recognition as non-discursive symbols. These symbol systems are problematic in that
meaning may be varied and change from one context to another. Many issues in arts
education have caused considerable debate arising mainly from inadequate understanding
of how an individual's need changes through time and environment. All teachers need to
be aware of cultural differences and influences and how these may affect their approach to
teaching the arts in the classroom.

SYNOPSIS

This course investigates the personal needs of people and the attitudes of our culture, and
that of others, toward artistic experiences which promise to satisfy those needs. The content
covered will deal with mark making and musical repertoires as modes of transmitting realms
of meaning in the non-verbal sense. Students will be required to investigate and appraise
various types of musical and artistic works.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this unit students will be able to:

• Demonstrate an understanding in Visual Art of non-discursive symbol systems
through investigating methods of transforming elements into expressive modes of
communication.

• Widen personal tolerance and understanding of cultural differences throughout
critical appraisal of ways in which people throughout time have presented, arranged
and used artistic symbol systems.
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• Heighten ability in Visual Art to investigate and appraise various types of artistic
works using techniques of Arts Criticism and Aesthetics that necessitate arts
discourse and making personal responses to artworks.

• Demonstrate a knowledge of Visual Arts history, study of the Visual Arts from
different cultural contexts and awareness of cultural issues.

• To develop in Music a wide basis of musical knowledge, understanding and
experience through study of the literature of music and participation in group
musical performance activities.

• To demonstrate in Music and awareness of the role which music can play in human
expression through the study of a number of different but related areas of music.

• To recognise various types of musical repertoires that employ non-traditional
approaches to making music.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. VISUAL ART (Weighting 100%) 50.00

1.1. Investigation of non-discursive symbol systems including fine arts, craft
arts and new technologies

1.2. Cultural differences in Australia, the role of the art gallery and museum,
and policy documents relating to multicultural artworks in Australian
contexts

1.3. Development of personal Arts Criticism skills sufficient to participate
in arts discourse and relevant to teaching arts appreciation in the classroom

1.4. Enrichment of visual literacy through investigating selected artworks
for discussion and critical analysis OR

2. MUSIC (Weighting 100%) 50.00

2.1. The literature of music and group musical performance

2.2. Study of the repertoire of music and analysis of the structure and
materials of music

2.3. Investigation of new technologies in the music industry

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.
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MUSIC: Rozmajzl, M. & Boyer-Alexander, R. 2000, Music Fundamentals, Methods and
Materials for the Elementary Classroom, Allyn & Bacon, USA.

VISUAL ART: Aland, J. & Darby, M. 1991, Art Connections, Rigby Hinemann, Victoria.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Others 14

Private Study 123

Tutorial 28

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

PRELIMINARY TEACHING RES
FOLIO

40.00 40.00 Y 22 Jul 2002
(see note 1)

MAJOR TEACHING RESOURCE
FOLIO

60.00 60.00 Y 22 Jul 2002

NOTES:

1. Students will be advised by the Course Leader about assignment due dates.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Assessment instruments for this course could include any of the following if agreed
or specified: folios, projects, journals, notated scores, video and tape recordings,
research essays, computer-generated presentations.

2 Students are to note that practical sessions will take place in the tutorials and at
least 80% attendance is required in order to be eligible for a pass in the course.
Medical certificates are required if attendance is less than 80%.

3 Marking criteria are provided in course material as marks sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

4 Summative assessment items will receive one of the following letter: HD, A, B,
C, F or I.

5 All assessment items must be submitted and passed.
6 Unit Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical

score for each summative assessment item.
7 Assignments submitted after the due date may be penalized in accordance with the

University policy on assignments.
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