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RATIONALE

Throughout Australia in recent years, there have been many signs of an increased community
awareness of the needs of gifted children. An increasing number of schools are attempting
to make more adequate provision for these children. Yet failure to identify the gifted and
uncertainty as how best to provide for them is still a problem. The educational provisions
for gifted children may prove inadequate despite a well-designed identification program
and a suitable organisational setting. The difficulties are often in providing a differentiated
curriculum, which requires a sound knowledge of principles, strategies and resources.

SYNOPSIS

This course will examine a number of key issues and problems related to the education of
the gifted. Issues to be discussed include identification of the gifted and establishment of
school programs. Students will examine the principles on which a differentiated curriculum
should be built and study a range of curriculum approaches which will assist them in the
development of an enrichment program for gifted children in a regular classroom.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to: evaluate different definitions
of the term "gifted"; describe a range of characteristics of the gifted; explain how various
characteristics can have both positive and negative consequences for the gifted individual
and for those interacting with the child;

• critically analyse various procedures for identifying gifted children;
• justify the need for a differentiated education for the gifted;
• identify the major inadequacies frequently found in gifted programs and explain

why inadequacies exist;
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• identify the major principles characterising a differentiated curriculum for the
gifted;

• develop a integrated curriculum package for gifted students in a regular classroom
setting.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Who are the gifted? - defining terms - characteristics of the gifted -
problems of giftedness

0.00

2. How do we identify the gifted? - strengths and weaknesses of identification
instruments - a model for identification - justification for identification
procedures - responsibility for identification

0.00

3. Educational provision for the gifted - debate and controversy - alternative
approaches to a differentiated education - a decision-making model for gifted
education

0.00

4. Enrichment for the gifted - problems and inadequacies of enrichment
programs - Renzulli and the Enrichment Triad Model

0.00

5. The differentiated curriculum - charactristics of the gifted and their
implications for the curriculum - principles underlying a differentiated
curriculum - objectives of a differentiated curriculum

0.00

6. The role of teaching in curriculum differentiation - learning models in
curriculum differentiation

0.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

OR FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDENTS

Davis, G. & Rimm, S. (1997). Education of the Gifted and talented, (4th ed.) Boston,
Massachusetts:Allyn and Bacon,

Porter, L. (1999). Gifted young children: a guide for teachers and, {parents}. St Leonards,
Australia:Allyn & Unwin.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Braggatt,E.J. (1994) Developing programs for gifted students: a total- school approach.,
Highett, Vic:Hawker Brownlow Education.

Parke, B.N. (1989). Gifted students in regular classrooms., Boston, MA:Allyn & Bacon.
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Winebrenner, S. (1993). Teaching gifted kids in the regular classroom: Strategies and
techniques every teacher can use to meet the academic needs of the gifted and talented.,
Cheltenham, Vic:Hawker Brownlow.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 65

Directed Study 65

Private Study 30

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

DISCUSSION PAPER 999.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

DEVELOPMENT OF
ENRICHMENT PACK

999.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score.
4 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical

score for each summative assessment item. Any ungraded assessment requirement
will receive a Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

5 All assessment items must be attempted/submitted. Each Assessment item must
be passed.

6 Assignments submitted after the due date may be penalized in accordance with the
University policy on assignment.
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