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RATIONALE

This course is designed for educational professionals whose roles call for high levels of
competence in assessment of all domains relevant to school learning and adjustment. These
areas include diagnostic assessment in academic achievement, developmental assessment,
and assessment of behaviour, adaptive behaviour, and cognitive abilities. The emphasis in
this course is on developing an understanding of assessment as a problem-solving process,
underpinned by a sound theoretical knowledge of measurement principles, and applied to
a range of educational settings. Assessment is presented as a systematic process for
generating reliable and valid information to support educational decisions for students.

SYNOPSIS

The early work in this course advances the theoretical understandings presented in Course
88084 Educational Measurement and Assessment. The legal and ethical conditions pertaining
to assessing students in school settings are presented. One module of study addresses the
assessment of cognitive abilities with particular attention to the Wechsler Intelligence Scale
for Children (3/e). The other domains to be addressed include developmental assessment,
and assessment of behaviour, including adaptive behaviour. In the conduct of assessment
procedures, and in the presentation of oral and written reports students are encouraged to
develop a systematic, hypothesis-testing approach. Notes: The assignments in this course
involve working with children and young people in schools and require access to educational
tests. Students must observe professional ethical standards in the conduct of their practical
work. Attendance at the Residential School for Course 88085 is required to pass this course.
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OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this unit students will be able to:

• Demonstrate an understanding of the nature of assessment and how assessment
data is used in educational decision making.

• Apply knowledge of legal and ethical standards to assessment practices in
educational settings.

• Demonstrate and understanding of basic measurement concepts in the selection of
instruments and the interpretation of assessment results.

• Demonstrate knowledge and skill in assessment in the following domains: cognitive
social-emotional with particular reference to adaptive behaviour academic: literacy
academic: numeracy.

• conduct and assessment procedure from initial referral, clarification of the reason
for referral, selection and administration of any tests required, interpretation of
results, synthesis of all available data, and reporting (verbal through case conference)
and written (formal report).

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. The Role of Assessment in Educational Decision Making 10.00

2. The Processes of Assessment 10.00

3. Legal and Ethical Practice in Assessment 10.00

4. Basic Concepts of Measurement 10.00

5. Developmental Assessment and the Assessment of Cognitive Abilities 10.00

6. The Assessment of Behaviour 10.00

7. Assessment in the Social-Emotional Ddomain 10.00

8. Reporting and Report Writing 10.00

9. Other topics in assessment eg, Computerised Assessment Instruments,
Authentic Assessment, Vocational Assessment, Portfolio Assessment,
Developmental Assessment

10.00

10. Developing a Consultative Approach to Assessment Students will receive
instruction in the interpretation of the WISC III. However, training in the

10.00

administration of restricted tests will be provided by Education Queensland
for selected guidance personnel

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Salvia, J. & Ysseldyke, J.E. 2001, Assessment, 8th edition, Houghton Mifflin, Boston, MA.

Page - 2



REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Anastasi, A. 1997, Psychological Testing, 7th edition, Macmillan, New York, NY.

Brown, D., Pryzwansky, W.B., & Schulte, A.C. 2001, Psychological Consultation:
Introduction to theory and practice, 5th edition, Allyn & Bacon, Needham Heights, MA.

Payne, D.A. 1997, Applied Educational Assessment, Wadsworth, Belmont, CA.

Sattler, J. 1992, Assessment of Children, 3rd edition, Jerome M. Sattler, San Deiog.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 30

Directed Study 80

Private Study 45

Residential Schools 20

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

DISCUSSION 25.00 25.00 Y 23 Aug 2002

TEST EVALUATION 25.00 25.00 Y 04 Oct 2002

CASE STUDY 50.00 50.00 Y 01 Nov 2002

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns for the different markers will be compared and grades adjusted if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a grade.
4 Course grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result for each

summative assessment item.
5 All assessment items must be attempted and submitted. Each Assessment item

must be passed.
6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, a penalty of 10% of the mark awarded by the examiner for the assessment
item may apply for each day late.
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