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RATIONALE

The emergence of the `virtual classroom', `virtual school', or `virtual university' has the
potential to change the way education is offered. `As the technology of learning becomes
ubiquitous at all levels of education, so it will be seen to be a tool for supporting the kind
of tasks that teachers have always encouraged learners to undertake' (Mayes 1999). The
assumption underlying this view is that the adoption of online approaches can provide
teaching/learning environments which, up until now, have been the preserve of `face-to-
face' contexts. There is an increasing body of evidence to suggest that online education is
at least the equal of more traditional approaches. However, such potential will not materialise
if some of the more dominant organisational and administrative structures (and the attitudes
which accompany them) are not challenged. This course provides insights into teaching
and learning online which extend the debate surrounding the role online education might
play. However, such a claim is tempered by the realisation that much of what we are seeing
as the world of online teaching and learning unfolds is a resurrection of a focus on `tasks
that teachers have always encouraged learners to undertake'. Note: 1 This course (FET8601)
is available through INTERNET DELIVERY ONLY. There are NO print materials for this
course. 2 For details of the technical requirements and accessing Internet study materials,
please consult the following URL: www.usqonline.com.au 3 Students enrolling in this
course are required to have first-hand knowledge of and access to an actual instructional
situation in post- compulsory, community or industry training.

SYNOPSIS

This course will utilise a framework proposed by Mayes to illustrate how some approaches
to selection and interpretation of different kinds of courseware for online teaching and
learning have limited the potential of online approaches. It will be indicated that learning
technology is often interpreted as `computer-based delivery' or learning materials. It will

Page - 1



be argued that such an interpretation obscures differences both in pedagogy and in associated
technology. The new classification offered by Mayes provides insights into the way
courseware for online contexts is originated and on how it might be mapped to types of
learning.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• Assess the likely impact of online teaching and learning on the nature and function
of contemporary teaching-learning models and approaches;

• Formulate an essential list of guiding principles underlying form and function of
teaching-learning online;

• Use emerging principles and theories underlying online teaching-learning to assess
the effectiveness of selected online environments; and

• Identify critical factors associated with online teaching and learning through an
analysis of current issues and practices.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Teaching-Learning Contexts: Pressures to Change: Traditional "Models
of Teaching-Learning", Teaching-Learning Online: A New Paradigm?

34.00

2. Emerging Theories/Principles of Teaching-learning Online: Critical
elements of Teaching-Learning Online: Some emerging principles,
Constructivism and Teaching-Learning Online

33.00

3. Current practices and Issues: Resourcing online teaching-learning, Coping
with flexibility in online teaching and learning, Inclusivity and online
environments

33.00

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

All recommended reference materials are referred to in the Online materials.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 45

Directed Study 120

Page - 2



ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

REFLECTION 1 999.00 10.00 Y 16 Aug 2002
(see note 1)

REFLECTION 2 999.00 10.00 Y 13 Sep 2002

ASSIGNMENT 1 999.00 45.00 Y 20 Sep 2002

ASSIGN 2 (PART A) 999.00 20.00 Y 04 Oct 2002

ASSIGN 2 (PART B) 999.00 15.00 Y 08 Nov 2002

NOTES:

1. Letter grades will be used in this course and will be displayed in the Online
gradebook.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 To receive a passing grade for this course, students must demonstrate satisfactory
mastery of all learning objectives for the course.

2 All pieces of graded summative assessment in this course will be graded using one
of the following letter grades: HD, A, B, C, F or Incomplete. Plus and minus may
be used with each of these letter grades.

3 Final grades for this course will be calculated by aggregating the weighted grade
for each graded summative assessment item.

4 Assignment Extensions: The Department of Further Education and Training has
an extension policy which enables you to be within two weeks of the due date for
assignments before you need to contact your course examiner. If you are more than
two weeks late with your work you will need to contact the course examiner.
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