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RATIONALE

The expectation that educators should be able to apply the findings of recent valid research
studies to the formation of educational policy and practice requires that such professionals
should have a sound understanding of the principles and practices of research design and
methodology. Further, those who are to be involved in any of the various approaches to
research in education must be cognisant of appropriate procedures for effective and valid
research programs. This course is ntended to provide those involved in education with the
basic competencies to generate, analyse, and evaluate research programs through the
development of an understanding of the characteristics and components of educational
research.

SYNOPSIS

This course will expose students to the basic philosophy and practice Of educational research.
It is intended as an introductory course in research methods in education with particular
attention given to developing an understanding of the major approaches to research in
education, basic research design and procedures, and research evaluation.

OBJECTIVES

On completion of this course, students will be able to:

• Understand the principles underlying educational research;
• Describe appropriate steps in conducting educational research;
• Choose and/or develop a research method appropriate to a particular problem;
• Select appropriate techniques for data collection;
• Identify appropriate procedures for the analysis and treatment of data;
• Critically evaluate research reports;
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• Design and implement acceptable research activities.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Principles of Educational Research 20.00

2. Steps in Conducting Research 20.00

3. Types of Research Methods 20.00

4. Data Collection Techniques 20.00

5. Data Analysis 20.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Wiersma, W 2000, Research Methods in Education: An Introduction, 7th edition, Allyn &
Bacon, Boston.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Bell, J 1999, Doing Your Research Project: A Guide for First-Time Researchers in Education
& Social Science, 3rd edition, Open University Press, Buckingham.

Tuckman, B.W 1998, Conducting Educational Research, 5th edition, Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, Fort Worth.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 60

Directed Study 60

Private Study 42

Test 3
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

CMA TEST 1 20.00 0.00 Y 13 Dec 2002
(see note )

CMA TEST 2 20.00 0.00 Y 13 Dec 2002

CMA TEST 3 20.00 0.00 Y 13 Dec 2002

RESEARCH METHODS 999.00 15.00 Y 20 Dec 2002

RESEARCH PROPOSAL 999.00 50.00 Y 31 Jan 2003

TAKE-HOME TEST 999.00 35.00 Y 14 Feb 2003

NOTES:

. Letter grades will be used in this course and will be displayed in the Notes section
of the USQ Gradebook.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

2 Summative assessment items will be given a letter grade.
3 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result for each

summative assessment item.
4 All summative assessment items must be submitted.
5 To receive a passing grade in this course (Grade C or better), a minimum of a pass

(Grade C) is required for both the Research Proposal and the Test. In addition,
there are two parts to the Test and both parts must receive the equivalent of a pass
grade.

6 Assignment Extensions: The Department of Further Education and Training has
an extension policy which enables you to be within two weeks of the due date for
assignments before you need to contact your course examiner. If you require more
than two weeks extension, you will need to contact the course examiner.

7 The research proposal necessitates a literature review that will require you to be
able to access libraries or on-line articles/books.

Page - 3


