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STAFFING

Examiner: Richard Gehrmann
Moderator: Don McMillen

PRE-REQUISITES

Pre-requisite: 3 units of International Relations

SYNOPSIS

This course is offered in both semesters one and two, year three, and is designed to give
students an opportunity to undertake a piece of supervised independent research in the field
of international relations, subject to the agreement of an appropriate supervisor. Topics
may be taken from applied case studies or of a theoretical nature. Students will be required
to submit a substantial research essay which demonstrates advanced skills in research,
analysis and writing.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will demonstrate

• a knowledge of the major events, themes, and historiography or theoretical
developments of their chosen area of study;

• an ability to comprehend specialist literature, analyse problems, and present rational
arguments;

• an awareness of international relations research methodology;
• a mastery of bibliographic and documentation techniques.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Identifying a Research Topic 5.00
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2. Developing a Hypothesis 10.00

3. Bibliographic Research and Documentation 5.00

4. Writing Research Papers 80.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Barzun, J. & Graff, H. 1999, The Modern Researcher, 5th edition, Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, San Diego.

Dowling, D. & Hooper, B. 1998, Contemporary Asia: A Research Guide, School of Asian
Studies, UWA, Perth, Vol REV.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

AGPS 1988, Style Manual for Authors, Editors and Printers, AGPS, Canberra.

(Latest edition)

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Private Study 161

Supervisor
Consultation

8

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

RESEARCH PROPOSAL 100.00 15.00 Y 16 Aug 2002

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 100.00 10.00 Y 30 Aug 2002

LITERATURE REVIEW 100.00 10.00 Y 13 Sep 2002

MAJOR ESSAY (6-7000 WORDS) 100.00 55.00 Y 25 Oct 2002

ORAL SEMINAR
PRESENTATION

100.00 10.00 Y 22 Jul 2002
(see note 5)

NOTES:

5. Schedule of oral presentation to be advised during the course.
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OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 All assessment items must be submitted.
2 (i) Assignments submitted after the due date, and without prior approval of an

extension from the examiner, will be penalised at the rate of 10% per working day
up to 5 days, after which a grade of zero will be awarded. (ii) Since it is a
requirement of the course that all items of assessment must be submitted, any
assignments which are beyond the five working day limit will not be eligible for
a grade, but must be of an acceptable standard. The assignments must be submitted
by the examination date, or where there is no end-of-semester examination, by the
end of the semester assessment period.

3 Final grade is based on cumulative total of all assessment items and in accordance
with Faculty guidelines.

4 Students must consult with an appropriate USQ supervisor (usually the examiner
or moderator) on at least three occasions during the semester.

5 Students undertaking INR3001 should be aware of the requirements for ethical
research, should their research involve human subjects. If adopting such methods,
students are required to consult with the course examiner before undertaking
research.
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