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RATIONALE

An awareness and understanding of the growth and development of young children is
essential for those working in early childhood settings. The young child is uniquely
distinguished from the older child requiring ways of working that are responsive to the
individual within the family, educational and care contexts. Planning a curriculum which
is responsive to young children is enhanced when early childhood educators are cognisant
of the diverse array of learning and development theories and their relevance to early
childhood education.

SYNOPSIS

This course is an in-depth study of growth, development and learning of children pre-birth
through eight. The study program builds upon Foundations courses and explores theories
in depth and with particular emphasis on their relevance to early childhood pedagogy. The
course examines a diverse array of theories of child development and engages students in
an elementary critique of these theories. Students study both the sequence and domains of
child development and build an appreciation of the impact of context and culture on
development. One of the features of the course is the acquisition of skills in child study
through guided observation activities that will be applied in the practicum component of
the course. Emphasis will be placed on play as a window to understanding the child.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this unit students will be able

• to: discuss major developmental and learning theories pertaining to children
pre-birth through eight; map the sequence of child development (birth-8) in different
domains and describe the processes that underpin this development; discuss current
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issues in research surrounding early childhood development (birth-8); outline the
impact of context and culture on the development of young children (birth-8); apply
the tools of child study in an integrated way to facilitate understanding of the whole
child and her/his particular context for development; analyse and interpret children's
play; identify practical and pedagogical applications of theory in every day early
childhood teaching practice.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Developmental and learning theories (pre-birth - eight) 20.00

2. The ecology of child development: Theory, environment and culture 10.00

3. Studying the young child 20.00

4. Play and the young child 10.00

5. Physical and motor development 10.00

6. Cognitive, concept and language development 10.00

7. Affective, personality and social development 10.00

8. Pedagogy and the adult role in learning 10.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Charlesworth, R. (2000). Understanding Child Development, (5th ed.). New York: Delmar
Thomson Learning.

Veale, A., & Piscitelli, B. (1988). Observation and record keeping in early childhood
programs, Watson, ACT: Australian Early Childhood Association.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Allen, K. E., & Marotz, L. (1999). Developmental profiles: Prebirth through eight, (3rd
ed.). Albany, NY: Delmar.

Beaty, J. J. (1998). Observing development of the young child, (4th ed.). NJ: Prentice Hall.

Bentzen, W. R. (1999). Seeing young children: A guide to observing and recording behavior,
(4th ed.). Albany, NY: Delmar.

Billman, J., & Sherman, J., A. (1996). Observation and participation in early childhood
settings: A practicum guide, Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Black, J., Puckett, M., & Bell, M. (1996). The young child: Development from pre-birth
through age eight, (2nd ed.). New Jersey: Merrill.
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Cole, M., & Cole, S. (1996). The development of children, (3rd ed.). New York: W H
Freeman.

Devereux, J. (1996 . What we see depends on what we look for: observation as a part of
teaching and learning in the early years. In S. Robson & S. Smedley (Eds.)., Education in
early childhood: First things first, (pp. 75-86). London: David Fulton Publishers.

Driscoll, A., Peterson, K., Browning, M., & Stevens, D. (1990 . Teacher evaluation in early
childhood education: What information can young children provide., Child Study Journal,
20, (2), 67-79. (Electronic resource available on Academic.

Helm, J., Harris, Beneke, S., & Steinheimer, K. (1997). Documenting children's learning.
Childhood Education, 73, (4), 200-205.

Hendrick, J. (1998). Total learning: Developmental curriculum for the young child, (5th
ed.). New York: Merrill.

Irwin, D., & Bushnell, M. (1980). Observational strategies for child study, New York:
Holt, Reinhart and Winston.

Martin, S. (1994). Take a look: Observation and portfolio assessment in early childhood,
Don Mills, ONT: Addison-Wesley.

Schweinhart, L., J. (1993 . Observing young children in action: The key to early childhood
assessment., Young Children, 48, (5), 29-33.

Smith, P., Cowie, H., & Blades, M. (1998). Understanding children's development, (3rd
ed.). Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 45

Laboratory or Practical
Classes

26

Lectures 26

Private Study 45

Tutorial 13
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

OBSERVATION REPORT PART
A

999.00 20.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

OBSERVATION REPORT PART
B

999.00 40.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

EXAMINATION 999.00 40.00 Y END S1
(see note 3)

PRACTICUM INCLUDING
FOLDER

999.00 0.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 4)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

3. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

4. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score. Ungraded summative
assessment will be given either Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

4 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical
score for each summative assessment item.

5 All assessment items must be submitted and passed overall.
6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, University penalties will apply.
7 Results for this course will not be released until associated field experience has

been successfully completed and documentation processed.
8 5 days observation practicum.
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