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RATIONALE

The work of an early childhood professional requires a belief and strong commitment to
the development of partnerships with parents, children and other colleagues. To be an
effective early childhood educator, one must fully understand the family, the influences on
family, and have the necessary personal and professional skills to establish and maintain
true partnerships in the educational process. Early childhood educators must also be able
to create environments which challenge children's abilities and develop creativity and
problem solving skills.

SYNOPSIS

This course will provide students with the knowledge to understand the influences on
families within early childhood settings. It will focus on building and developing
interpersonal and communication skills, which are essential when working with families
and other colleagues. This course will also extend the development of observational skills
and introduce students into planning for small groups. It focuses on curriculum areas and
associated planning and preparation necessary for planning imaginative, creative programs
for children birth to eight years.
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OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to: identify the many functions
and roles of staff, parents and community as partners in the educative process of young
children; demonstrate a variety of communication and interpersonal skills appropriate for
early childhood education professionals when working with children, parents and colleagues;
be able to establish, build and maintain effective partnerships with children, parents and
other colleagues; design and analyse parent programs and resources for parent programs
and involvement; recognise influence of cultural, societal and personal values on the family;
recognise and accept diversity within families; discuss, detail and outline current
programming styles, curriculum documents and trends in early childhood education; develop
and extend their observational skills;

• plan for individual and small groups in programs for children (birth to eight years);
• create interesting, responsive and imaginative indoor and outdoor environments

for young children;
• select and create, appropriate resources for programs;
• be aware of the current technology available to children in educational settings and

be able to use and critique them;
• know how to maintain and store resources for children;
• be familiar with, and abide by, the Australian Early Childhood Code of Ethics for

early childhood educators.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Exploring partnerships with children 10.00

2. Building and exploring partnerships with parents 10.00

3. Professional partnerships with colleagues 10.00

4. Building community partnerships and communication 10.00

5. Ethics and collaboration 10.00

6. Personal and community values 5.00

7. Cultural diversity 5.00

8. The role of the educator working with children birth to eight years 10.00

9. Interpersonal relationships - developing and maintaining 5.00

10. Choosing and developing appropriate resources for children from birth
to eight years

10.00

11. Planning for small groups 10.00

12. Using technology with children kindergarten to year three 5.00
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TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Main text for this course TBA

Book of Readings

Preschool Curriculum Guidelines

Hoermann, D. & Bridges, D. (1985). Catch a song, Holmes McDougall: Brookvale NSW.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Allen, J., McNeill, E., & Schmidt, V. (1992). Cultural awareness for children, USA:
Addison-Wesley Publishing Company.

Anning, A. (1999). Promoting children's learning from birth to five: Developing the new
early years professional, Buckingham PA: Open University Press.

Arthur, L., Beecher, B., Dockett, S., Farmer, S., & Death, E. (1996). Programming and
planning in early childhood settings., (2nd ed.). Sydney: Harcourt and Brace.

Bauer, C. (1993). New handbook for storytellers, Chicago: American Library Association.

Beaty, J. (1998). Observing development of the young child, (4th ed.). USA: Prentice Hall.

Berger, E. (2000). Parents as partners in education, (5th ed.). New York: Merrill.

Carter, M. (1996). Spreading the news: Sharing the stories of early childhood education.,
St Paul, MN: Redleaf Press.

Catron, C., & Allen, J. (Eds.). (1999). Early childhood curriculum: A creative-play model,
Upper Saddle River: Merrill.

Creaser, B. & Dau, E. (1995). The anti-bias approach to early childhood., Sydney: Harper
Educational.

Davis, M. (1998). Young children with special needs: a developmentally appropriate
approach., Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Deiner, P. (1993). Resources for teaching children with diverse abilities., (2nd ed.). Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich.

Dockett, S., & Fleer, M.. (1999). Play and pedagogy in early childhood: Bending the rules.,
Australia: Harcourt Brace.

Eliason, C., (1999). A practical guide to early childhood curriculum, Upper Saddle River
NJ: Merrill.

Fuller, M., & Olsen, G. (Eds.). (1998). Home-school relations: working successfully with
parents and families, Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Howe, J. (1999). Early childhood, family and society in Australia: A reassessment,
Katoomba: Social Science Press.
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Porter, L.(1998). Young children's behaviour: practical approaches for caregivers and
teachers, Sydney: MacLennan & Petty.

Seefeldt, C. (Ed.). (1999). The early childhood curriculum: current findings in theory and
practice, (3rd ed.). New York: Teachers College Press.

Shipley, C.D. (1998). Empowering children: Play-based curriculum for lifelong learning,
(2nd ed.). Canada: Nelson.

Stonehouse, A. (1994). How does it feel?: Child care from a parent's perspective, Watson:
Australian Early Childhood Association.

Tishman, S. (1995). The thinking classroom: Learning and teaching in a culture of thinking,
Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Valerio et al. (1998). Music play: The early childhood music curriculum guide for parents,
teachers and caregivers, GIA Publications.

Vincent, C. (1996). Parents and teachers: power and participation, London: Falmer Press.

Whitehead, M. (1999). Supporting language and literacy, Buckingham, Philadelphia: Open
University Press.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 50

Directed Study 10

Lectures 26

Private Study 65

Tutorial 13

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ASSIGNMENT 999.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

ASSIGNMENT 999.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

PRACTICUM INCLUDING
FOLDER

999.00 0.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 3)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

3. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.
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OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score. Ungraded summative
assessment will be given either Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

4 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical
score for each summative assessment item.

5 All assessment items must be submitted and passed overall.
6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, University penalties will apply.
7 Results for this course will not be released until associated field experience has

been successfully completed and documentation processed.
8 Level 1 practicum course should usually be completed before or at the same time

as this course. Other Comments *
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