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RATIONALE

Contemporary discussion of integrative educational goals and practice recognises the
integration of knowledge and experience in child- initiated learning. An increasing number
of early childhood professionals and researchers are advocating for an integrated curriculum
approach in the early childhood classroom. Recent conceptions of the ̀ integrated curriculum'
encompass views that children derive multiple benefits from socially mediated learning;
from engaging in play, problem-solving and projects that are contextualised in personally
meaningful endeavours. It acknowledges that children have multiple pathways for learning,
and that this learning occurs through a range of symbolic languages (verbal, written, graphic,
musical and dramatic forms).

SYNOPSIS

Play resides as a central theme within the course, and students examine the role of play as
integrative in the curriculum. To this end, they are engaged in exploring children's thinking
and communication, to develop in-depth skills in the documentation, and interpretation of
play. Further to this, students explore how children's play can be scaffolded and evaluated
within a play-based, integrated curriculum. Practicum experiences will be in kindergartens
and preschools. Models of curriculum are explored, particularly as they apply to the teaching
of children aged 4 to 6 years. Students examine a range of curriculum traditions, and compare
them to recent constructions of early childhood curriculum. In particular, the nature of the
`integrated curriculum' is examined, both theoretically, and in its practical applications,
both in Australia and internationally.
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OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• demonstrate an understanding of children's thinking and communication as it is
expressed through play;

• demonstrate an understanding of the role of play as integrative in the curriculum;
• document and interpret children's play;
• describe how children's play can be scaffolded and evaluated;
• plan an integrated, play-based early childhood program;
• demonstrate an understanding of traditional approaches to curriculum in early

childhood;
• demonstrate an understanding of recent constructions of early childhood curriculum;
• describe the nature of the `integrated curriculum', and the theoretical foundations

of integrated curriculum approaches;
• demonstrate an understanding of the multiple symbolic forms of representation in

young children.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Play and thinking 10.00

2. Play as an integrative device 5.00

3. Dramatic play and drama 10.00

4. Documentation and interpretation of children's play 10.00

5. Scaffolding and evaluating play 10.00

6. Designing an integrated, play-based early childhood program 20.00

7. Traditional approaches to curriculum 5.00

8. Contemporary approaches to curriculum 5.00

9. Integrated curriculum, theory and practice 20.00

10. Multiple intelligence theory and its application in classroom practice 5.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Dockett, S. & Fleer, M 1999, Play and Pedagogy in Early Childhood: Bending the Rules,
Harcourt Brace, Marrickville, NSW.

MacNaughton, G. & Williams, G 1998, Techniques for Teaching Young Children, Addison
Wesley Longman, Australia.
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REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Abbott, L. & Rodger, R 1994, Quality Education in the Early Years, Open University Press.
Buckingham.

Berk, L. E. & Winsler, A 1995, Scaffolding Children's Learning: Vygotsky and Early
Childhood Education, NAEYC, Washington DC.

Bodrova, E. & Leong, D. J 1996, Tools of Mind: The Vygotskian Approach to Early
Childhood Education, Prentice Hall, New Jersey.

Dau, E 1999, Child's Play: Revisiting Play in Early Childhood Settings, MacLennan &
Petty, Sydney.

Helm, J. H., Beneke, S. & Steinheimer, K 1998, Windows on Learning: Documenting
Children's Work, Teachers College Press, Columbia University.

Moyles, J. (ed) 1994, The Excellence of Play, Open University Press, Buckingham.

Paley, V. G 1990, The Boy Who Would be a Helicopter: The Uses of Story-telling in the
Classroom, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA.

Perry, R. & Irwin, L 2000, Playing with Curriculum: Strategies and Benefits, Queensland
University of Technology, Brisbane.

(Perry, R. & Irwin, L. (2000). Playing with curriculum: Strategies and benefits. Brisbane:
Queensland University of Technology.)

Seefeldt, C. (ed) 1999, The Early Childhood Curriculum: Current Findings in Theory and
Practice, Teachers College Press, Columbia University.

Warren, K 1999, Hooked on Drama: The Theory and Practice of Drama in Early Childhood,
2nd edition, Social Science Press, Katoomba.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 40

Directed Study 90

Private Study 30

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ESSAY 100.00 40.00 Y 06 Sep 2002

CURRICULUM PROJECT 100.00 60.00 Y 01 Nov 2002

PRACTICUM INCLUDING
FOLDER

1.00 0.00 Y 22 Jul 2002
(see note 3)
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NOTES:

3. Practicum dates and Practicum folder due date will be advised. A value of 1
indicates you have passed the Practicum component. Zero indicates you have not
passed the Practicum component.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in the course material as mark sheets/guides or as
part of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score. Ungraded summative
assessment will be given a Pass, Fail, or Incomplete.

4 Course grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical
score for each summative assessment item.

5 All assessment items must be submitted and passed.
6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, University penalties will apply.
7 Results for this course will not be released until associated professional experience

including practicum folder has been successfully completed and documentation
processed.

8 Levels 1 and 2 practicum units should usually be completed before this unit.
9 All day mode students must have the Program Co-ordinator's approval if seeking

to enrol in external mode.
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