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STAFFING

Examiner: David Biernoff
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OTHER-REQUISITES

Pre-requisite: Any two courses of ANT 1000, ANT 1001, ANT 2000

SYNOPSIS

All societies identify a range of issues and problems which are of some concern to individuals
and larger groups, which are considered to affect standards of living and quality of life, and
which arguably have the potential to seriously undermine or destroy the social, cultural and
physical, fabric of the community. This course critically investigates such phenomena to
provide students with a better understanding of their causes, as well as the ideological
underpinnings of their identification, and of their amelioration or solution. The orientation
of this course is anthropological but uses theories and examples from History, Sociology,
Politial Economy, Psychology and Philosophy as well.

OBJECTIVES

On completion of this course students will be able to:

• Define and discuss relevant theoretical perspectives;
• Understand and discuss the processes and mechanisms in culture and society which

are involved in the creation, recognition, response and solution to human problems.
• Discuss and critically evaluate particular global and local human problems;
• Demonstrate a familiarity with the relevant literature from the perspective of

Anthropology;
• Critically examine relevant topics theoretically and substantively, on issues and/or

problems which affect us locally and relate these to more global phenomena.
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TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. The Construction and Representation of Human Problems 8.30

2. Global Crisis: Social, Cultural and Environmental Perspectives 8.30

3. The Idea and Ideal of Well-Being 8.30

4. Matters of Health and Illness 8.30

5. Inequality and Poverty 8.30

6. Modes of Production and Means of Subsistence 8.30

7. Peasants in a Changing World 8.30

8. Tourism and Culture as a Commodity 16.60

8.1. Consumerism and Commodification

8.2. McDonalds and Disneyland

9. Globalisation and Tansnationalisation 8.30

10. Social / Political Movements and Resistence 8.30

11. Human Conflict and Violence 8.30

12. Resume 0.40

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Bodley, J.H 2001, Anthropology and Contemporary Human Problems, 4th edition, Mayfield
Publishing Co, Mountain View.

Robbins, R.H 1999, Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism, 1st edition, Allyn and
Bacon, Boston.

(or the 2002 2nd Edition.)

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Examinations 3

Lectures 13

Private Study 110

Tutorials or
Workshops

39
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ESSAY 1 (1500-2000 WORDS) 15.00 15.00 Y 11 Aug 2003

ESSAY 2 (1500-2000 WORDS) 15.00 15.00 Y 01 Sep 2003

ESSAY 3 (1500-2000 WORDS) 15.00 15.00 Y 06 Oct 2003

ESSAY 4 (1500-2000 WORDS) 15.00 15.00 Y 27 Oct 2003

3 HOUR SHORT ESSAY
EXAMINATION

40.00 40.00 Y END S2
(see note )

NOTES:

. Students will be notified of the exact date when the timetable has been finalised.

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

1 Attendance requirements:
It is the students' responsibility to attend and participate appropriately in all activities
(such as lectures, tutorials, laboratories and practical work) scheduled for them,
and to study all material provided to them or required to be accessed by them to
maximise their chance of meeting the objectives of the course and to be informed
of course-related activities and administration.

2 Requirements for students to complete each assessment item satisfactorily:
To complete each of the assessment items satisfactorily, students must obtain at
least 50% of the marks available for each assessment item.

3 Penalties for late submission of required work:
If students submit assignments after the due date without prior approval, then a
penalty of 10% of the total marks available for the assignment will apply for each
of the first FIVE working days late, after which a zero mark will be given.

4 Requirements for student to be awarded a passing grade in the course:
To be assured of a passing grade, students must demonstrate, via the summative
assessment items, that they have achieved the required minimum standards in
relation to the objectives of the course by: (i) satisfactorily completing the
examination and assignments; and (ii) obtaining at least 50% of the total weighted
marks for all summative assessment items.

5 Method used to combine assessment results to attain final grade:
The final grades for students will be assigned on the basis of the weighted aggregate
of the marks (or grades) obtained for each of the summative assessment items in
the course.

6 Examination information:
The exam for this course is a RESTRICTED EXAMINATION, and candidates are
allowed access to : * writing materials (non-electronic and free from material which
could give the student an unfair advantage in the examination). * Translation
dictionary. With the Examiner's approval, candidates may take an appropriate
non-electronic translation dictionary into the examination. This will be subject to
perusal and, if it is found to contain annotations or markings that could give the
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candidate an unfair advantage, it may be removed from the candidate's possession
until the appropriate disciplinary action is completed. * student's own notes.

7 Examination period when Deferred/Supplementary examinations will be held:
Any deferred or supplementary examinations for this course will be held during
the next examination period.

8 University Regulations:
Students should read USQ Regulations 5.1 Definitions, 5.6 Assessment, and 5.10
Academic Misconduct for further information and to avoid actions which might
contravene University Regulations. These regulations can be found at the URL
http://www.usq.edu.au/SECARIAT/calendar/Part5/ or in the printed version of the
current USQ Handbook.

ASSESSMENT NOTES

9 (a) The due date for an assignment is the date by which a student must lodge the
assignment at the USQ. (b) Students must retain a copy of each item submitted for
assessment. This must be produced within five days if required by the Examiner.
(c) In accordance with University's Assignment Extension Policy (Regulation
5.6.1), the examiner of a course may grant an extension of the due date of an
assignment in extenuating circumstances such as documented ill-health. (d) Students
who have undertaken all of the required assessments in the course but who have
failed to meet some of the specified objectives of the course within the normally
prescribed time may be awarded the temporary grade: IM Incomplete-Makeup).
An IM grade will only be awarded when, in the opinion of the examiner, a student
will be able to achieve the remaining objectives of the course after a period of
non-directed personal study. (e) Students who, for medical, family/personal, or
employment-related reasons, are unable to complete an assignment or sit for an
examination at the scheduled time, may apply to defer an assessment in the course.
Such a request must be accompanied by appropriate supporting documentation.
One of the following temporary grades may be awarded: IDS (Incomplete - Deferred
Examination; IDM (Incomplete Deferred Make-up); IDB (Incomplete - Both
Deferred Examination and Deferred Make-up).
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