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RATIONALE

Families are diverse in form and structure and are continuously changing in response to
dynamic social, cultural, technological, and economic conditions. This presents a perennial
challenge to early childhood practitioners who are cognisant of the crucial roles played by
families and significant others in the lives of children and vice versa. It is imperative that
those involved in the care and education of children and young people make use of current
thinking and new knowledge relevant to family and child studies in order to create programs
that are responsive to these ever-changing contexts.

SYNOPSIS

This course examines families and children from an historical, cross- cultural, attitudinal
and contemporary perspective. It is grounded in the social construction of concepts such
as childhoods, gender, ethnicity, parenting, families and institutions. It affirms a variety of
family forms and households, emphasises the diversity of family life and questions the
value placed on children, by engaging with current demographic and sociological literature
related to family and child studies. Students will examine and critically analyse the changing
roles of families, children and communities, reflecting on the implications of these changes
on the education and care of young children, whilst drawing on cross-cultural comparisons.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• engage with social constructions of childhoods, parenting, families, gender,
ethnicity, children and institutions in Australia and other cross-cultural contexts.

• analyse the role of families, children and communities in the care and education
of young children in a range of contexts.
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• understand the cultural, attitudinal and contemporary issues and influences facing
families and young children.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Changing societal contexts 15.00

2. Changing families 30.00

3. Changing image and attitudes relating to children and childhoods 20.00

4. Implications for the future 35.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Bowes, J. & Hayes, A. (eds) 1999, Children, Families, and Communities: Contexts and
Consequences, Oxford University Press, Melbourne.

Silva, E. B., & Smart, C. (Eds) 1999, The new family?, Sage, London.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

1998, Globalization and Human Rights: Can Profits and Principles Co-exist?, International
Center for Global Communications, US.

(Video recording)

Allen, G. (ed) 1999, The Sociology of the Family: A Reader, Blackwell, Malden, MA.

Anderson, G. L. (ed) 1997, The Family in Global Transition, Paragon House Publishers,
St Paul, MN.

Australian Institute of Family Studies ' ' (Available: http://www.aifs.org.au) .

Bich, P.V 1999, The Vietnamese Family in Change: The Case of the Red River Delta,
Curzon Press, Richmond, Surrey.

Bittman, M. & Pixley, J 1997, The Double Life of the Family: Myth, Hope and Experience,
Allen & Unwin, St Leonards, NSW.

Briggs, F. (ed) 1994, Children and Families: Australian Perspectives, Allen & Unwin, St
Leonards, NSW.

Commonwealth Child Care Advisory Council ' ' (Available: http://www.cccac.gov.au) .

Cosin, B. & Hales, M. (eds) 1997, Families, Education and Social Differences, Routledge,
London.
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Durrenberger, E.P 1996, State Power and Culture in Thailand, Yale University South East
Asia Studies, New Have, CT.

Edgar, D 2001, The Patchwork Nation: Re-thinking Government - Rebuilding Community,
Harper Collins, Pymble, NSW.

Gilding, M 1997, Australian Families: A Comparative Perspective, Addison Wesley
Longman, Melbourne.

Hauser, M. E. & Jipson, J.A. (eds) 1998, Intersections: Feminisms/Early Childhoods, Peter
Lang, New York.

Howe, J 1999, Early Childhood, Family and Society in Australia: A Reassessment, Social
Science Press, Katoomba, NSW.

Hutchby, I 2001, Children,Technology, and Culture: The Impacts of Technologies in
Children's Everyday Lives, Routledge, New York.

Isenberg, J.P. F& Jalongo, M.R. (eds) 1997, Major Trends and Issues in Early Childhood
Education: Challenges, Controversies, and Insights, Teachers College Press, New York.

James, A. & Prout, A. (eds) 1997, Constructing and Reconstructing Childhood, 2nd edition,
Falmer Press, London, NY.

Maley, B 2001, Family and Marriage in Australia, The Centre for Independent Studies, St
Leonards.

Moore, M., Sixsmith, J. & Knowles, K. (eds) 1996, Children's Reflections on Family Life,
The Falmer Press, London.

Nelson, H.L. (ed) 1997, Feminism and Families, Routledge, London, New York.

OECD Publications ' ' (Available: http://www.SourceOECD.org) .

OECD Publications ' ' (Available:
http://www.oedc.org/oecd/pages/home/displaygeneral/0.3380.EN-document-) .

Saso, M 1999, Velvet Bonds: The Chinese Family, New Life Center, Carmel, CA.

Scholte, J.A 2000, Globalization: A Critical Introduction, St Martin's Press, New York.

United Nations 1996, Family: Challenges for the Future, United Nations Publications, New
York.

Weeks, W. & Quinn, M. (eds) 2000, Issues Facing Australian Families: Human Services
Respond, 3rd edition, Longman Australia, Melbourne.

Zimilies, H 1991, Diversity and Change in Young Children: Some Educational Implications,
Issues in Early Childhood Curriculum, Educators International Press, Troy, NY, Vol 2, 
pp21-45.
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STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 35

Directed Study 40

Private Study 90

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

CRITICAL REFLECTION 1 15.00 15.00 Y 08 Aug 2003

CRITICAL REFLECTION 2 15.00 15.00 Y 29 Aug 2003

CRITICAL REFLECTION 3 15.00 15.00 Y 13 Oct 2003

ANALYTICAL ESSAY 55.00 55.00 Y 31 Oct 2003

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

1 Attendance requirements:
(a) There are no attendance requirements for this course. However, it is the students'
responsibility to study all material provided to them or required to be accessed by
them to maximise their chance of meeting the objectives of the course and to be
informed of course-related activities and administration.

2 Requirements for students to complete each assessment item satisfactorily:
(b) To complete each of the assignments satisfactorily, students must obtain at least
50% of the marks available (or at least a grade of C-) for each assignment.

3 Penalties for late submission of required work:
(a) If students submit assignments after the due date without prior approval then
a penalty of 10% of the total marks available for the assignment will apply for each
working day late.

4 Requirements for student to be awarded a passing grade in the course:
(g) To be assured of receiving a passing grade a student must achieve at least 50%
in each of the summative assessments and at least 50% of the available weighted
marks for the summative assessment items.

5 Method used to combine assessment results to attain final grade:
(a) The final grades for students will be assigned on the basis of the weighted
aggregate of the marks (or grades) obtained for each of the summative assessment
items in the course.

6 Examination information:
(e) There is no examination in this course.

7 Examination period when Deferred/Supplementary examinations will be held:
(d) There will be no Deferred or Supplementary examinations in this course.

8 University Regulations:
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Students should read USQ Regulations 5.1 Definitions, 5.6. Assessment, and 5.10
Academic Misconduct for further information and to avoid actions which might
contravene University Regulations. These regulations can be found at the URL
http://www.usq.edu.au/SECARIAT/calendar/Part5/ or in the printed version of the
current USQ Handbook.

ASSESSMENT NOTES

1 (a) The due date for an assignment is the date by which a student must despatch
the assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof of the
despatch date, if requested by the Examiner. (b) Students must retain a copy of
each item submitted for assessment. This must be produced within five days if
required by the Examiner. (c) The examiner may grant an extension of the due date
of an assignment in extenuating circumstances. (f) Students who do not have regular
access to postal services or who are otherwise disadvantaged by these regulations
may be given special consideration. They should contact the examiner of the course
to negotiate such special arrangements. (g) In the event that a due date for an
assignment falls on a local public holiday in their area, such as a Show holiday,
the due date for the assignment will be the next day. Students are to note on the
assignment cover the date of the public holiday for the Examiner's convenience.
(i) Students who, for medical, family/personal, or employment-related reasons, are
unable to complete an assignment or to sit for an examination at the scheduled time
may apply to defer an assessment in a course. Such a request must be accompanied
by appropriate supporting documentation. One of the following temporary grades
may be awarded IDS (Incomplete - Deferred Examination; IDM (Incomplete
Deferred Make-up); IDB (Incomplete - Both Deferred Examination and Deferred
Make-up).

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in the course material as mark sheets/guides or as
part of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score.
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