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RATIONALE

Literacy and appropriate teaching of literacy is important in today society. Teachers need
to be aware of and understand devices theories about literacy and to consider where their
beliefs/practices stand in relation to different theories.

SYNOPSIS

This course focuses on three major areas: recent and historical trends in theories of literacy
education, ways of studying literacy education and the role of children's literature in literacy
education. Firstly students will be required to examine and further develop their theory of
literacy education, prior to considering the relationship between their theory of literacy
education and their literacy instruction practices. Secondly students will learn how to
examine literacy teaching practices, through the exploration of ethnographic and
ethnomethodological studies of classroom practice. Finally students will be required to
apply their newly acquired knowledge through the examination of literacy education practices
which involve the use of children's literature (written text) and considering the beliefs and
theories of literacy education which might be reflected in these literacy education practices.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• Identify major trends in literacy education.
• Identify their own beliefs about literacy education and the theories of literacy

education from which their beliefs have been derived.
• Describe ethnographic and ethnomethodological approaches to examining teaching

practice.
• Use transcript analysis techniques to analyse classroom practice.
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• Conduct an analysis of literacy teaching practices with a view to determining the
literacy education theories reflected in the practice.

• Conduct an analysis of the literacy teaching practices used in a classroom.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Recent and historical theories of literacy education and developing one's
theory of literacy education

50.00

2. Relationships between theories of literacy education and literacy teaching
practice involving the use of children's literature

10.00

3. Analysing literacy teaching practice: Ethnographic and
ethnomethodological approaches

20.00

4. Analysing literacy teaching practice: Transcript analysis 20.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Bull, G. 1989, Reflective Teaching: Using process and thinking as content, Australian
Reading Association, Melbourne.

Edwards, A.D. & Wesgate, D.P.G. 1994, Investigating Classroom Talk, 2nd edition, Falmer
Press, London.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

To be advised in materials.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 40

Directed Study 95

Private Study 30
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ESSAY 50.00 50.00 Y 19 Sep 2003

ANALYSIS & ESSAY 50.00 50.00 Y 31 Oct 2003

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

1 Attendance requirements:
There are no attendance requirements for this course. However, it is the students'
responsibility to study all material provided to them or required to be accessed by
them to maximise their chance of meeting the objectives of the course and to be
informed of course-related activities and administration.

2 Requirements for students to complete each assessment item satisfactorily:
To complete each of the assignments satisfactorily, students must obtain at least
50% of the marks available (or at least a grade of C-) for each assessment item.

3 Penalties for late submission of required work:
If students submit assignments after the due date without prior approval then a
penalty of 10% of the total marks gained by the student for the assignment will
apply for each week late.

4 Requirements for student to be awarded a passing grade in the course:
To be assured of a passing grade, students must demonstrate, via the summative
assessment items, that they have achieved the required minimum standards in
relation to the objectives of the course by satisfactorily completing all summative
assessment items (the examination and assignments).

5 Method used to combine assessment results to attain final grade:
(a) The final grades for students will be assigned on the basis of the weighted
aggregate of the marks (or grades) obtained for each of the summative assessment
items in the course.

6 Examination information:
There is no examination in this course.

7 Examination period when Deferred/Supplementary examinations will be held:
There will be no Deferred or Supplementary examinations in this course.

8 University Regulations:
Students should read USQ Regulations 5.1 Definitions, 5.6. Assessment, and 5.10
Academic Misconduct for further information and to avoid actions which might
contravene University Regulations. These regulations can be found at the URL
http://www.usq.edu.au/SECARIAT/calendar/Part5/ or in the printed version of the
current USQ Handbook.

ASSESSMENT NOTES

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distributed
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.
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2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 All assessment items must be attempted/submitted and passed.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Students should have access to a collection of children's literature and their own
classroom or a classroom in which the teacher would allow them to do some
teaching. This course is only suitable for qualified teachers as it requires planning
and teaching as part of the assessment.
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