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SYNOPSIS

This course surveys the history of literary theory and criticism, with special focus on the
organising concepts of the author-centered, text-centered, world-context-centered and
reader-centered approaches. Topics include classical theory, romanticism, modernism,
marxist and feminist theoy, structuralism, semiotics, postmodernism, and the relation
between literary theory and linguistic models.

OBJECTIVES

On completion of this course students will:

• demonstrate an understanding of the history of literary theory and criticism;
• be able to critically analyse the set texts;
• be competent in articulating these objectives in well written and oral modes
• demonstrate theoretical reflexivity in their critical practice;
• articulate the objectives in both written and oral modes.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Historial Perspectives 30.00

2. Structures and Language 30.00

3. Key Theoretical Approaches 40.00
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TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Leitch, V. (ed) 2001, The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism, Norton, New York.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Eagleton, T. 1996, Literary Theory: An Introduction, 2nd edition, University of Minnesota
Press, Minneapolis.

Jefferson, A. & Robey, D. (eds) 1986, Modern Literary Theory: A Comparative Introduction,
2nd edition, Batsford, London.

Ryan, M. 1999, Literary Theory: A Practical Introduction, Blackwell, Oxford.

Selden, R. (ed) 1988, The Theory of Criticism from Plato to the Present, Longman, London.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Examinations 2

Online Discussion
Groups

28

Private Study 132

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

E-DISCUSSION PAPER 2000
WORDS

100.00 30.00 Y 22 Jul 2003
(see note )

ELEC DISCUSSION
PARTICIPATION

100.00 10.00 Y 22 Jul 2003
(see note )

RESEARCH PAPER - 2000
WORDS

100.00 30.00 Y 31 Oct 2003

2 HOUR EXAMINATION 100.00 30.00 Y END S2
(see note )

NOTES:

. The Electronic Discussion Paper is presented on-line, and a revised written version
must be submitted two weeks after the on-line presentation. The date will be advised
after consultation with students.

. E-Discussion Participation is graded weekly on the basis of evidence of preparation
and contribution to the e-discussion group.
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. Students will be advised of the official exam date after timetable has been finalised

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

1 Attendance requirements:
This course contains a discussion forum where students' participation is formally
assessed and successful participation in that discussion group is required to complete
the requirements to be awarded a passing grade in the course. There are no other
attendance requirements for this course. However, it is the students' responsibility
to study all material provided to them, or required to be accessed by them, to
maximise their chances of meeting the objectives of the course and to be informed
of course-related activities and administration.

2 Requirements for students to complete each assessment item satisfactorily:
To complete each of the assessment items satisfactorily, students must obtain at
least 50% of the marks available for each assessment item.

3 Penalties for late submission of required work:
If students submit assignments after the due date without prior approval, then a
penalty of 10% of the total marks available for the assignment will apply for each
of the first FIVE working days late, after which a zero mark will be given.

4 Requirements for student to be awarded a passing grade in the course:
To be assured of a passing grade, students must demonstrate, via the summative
assessment items, that they have achieved the required minimum standards in
relation to the objectives of the course by: (i) satisfactorily completing the
examination and assignments; and (ii) obtaining at least 50% of the total weighted
marks for all summative assessment items.

5 Method used to combine assessment results to attain final grade:
The final grades for students will be assigned on the basis of the weighted aggregate
of the marks (or grades) obtained for each of the summative assessment items in
the course.

6 Examination information:
The exam for this course is a RESTRICTED EXAMINATION, and candidates are
allowed access to * writing materials (non-electronic and free from material which
could give the student an unfair advantage in the examination); * Translation
dictionary. With the Examiner's approval, candidates may take an appropriate
non-electronic translation dictionary into the examination. This will be subject to
perusal and, if it is found to contain annotations or markings that could give the
candidate an unfair advantage, it may be removed from the candidate's possession
until the appropriate disciplinary action is completed.

7 Examination period when Deferred/Supplementary examinations will be held:
Any deferred or supplementary examinations for this course will be held during
the next examination period.

8 University Regulations:
Students should read USQ Regulations 5.1 Definitions, 5.6 Assessment, and 5.10
Academic Misconduct for further information and to avoid actions which might
contravene University Regulations. These regulations can be found at the URL
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http://www.usq.edu.au/SECARIAT/calendar/Part5/ or in the printed version of the
current USQ Handbook.

ASSESSMENT NOTES

9 (a) The due date for an assignment is the date by which a student must lodge the
assignment at the USQ. (b) Students must retain a copy of each item submitted for
assessment. This must be produced within five days if required by the Examiner.
(c) In accordance with University's Assignment Extension Policy (Regulation
5.6.1), the examiner of a course may grant an extension of the due date of an
assignment in extenuating circumstances such as documented ill-health. (d) Students
who have undertaken all of the required assessments in the course but who have
failed to meet some of the specified objectives of the course within the normally
prescribed time may be awarded the temporary grade: IM Incomplete-Makeup).
An IM grade will only be awarded when, in the opinion of the examiner, a student
will be able to achieve the remaining objectives of the course after a period of
non-directed personal study. (e) Students who, for medical, family/personal, or
employment-related reasons, are unable to complete an assignment or sit for an
examination at the scheduled time, may apply to defer an assessment in the course.
Such a request must be accompanied by appropriate supporting documentation.
One of the following temporary grades may be awarded: IDS (Incomplete - Deferred
Examination; IDM (Incomplete Deferred Make-up); IDB (Incomplete - Both
Deferred Examination and Deferred Make-up).
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