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SYNOPSIS

Australia is increasingly acknowledging the multicultural nature of its society. Teachers
who are involved in language teaching, whether they are teaching first or second languages
are generally not aware of the educational and social issues involved in bilingualism and
biculturalism/multiculturalism. This course looks mainly at educational issues, but these
are set against the social ramifications of bilingualism and multiculturalism. The course
will cover the following topics: Definitions and typologies of bilingualism and
multiculturalism and language maintenance; relationships between policies and bilingualism
and multiculturalism; bilingualism and cognition; how bilingualism is measured; types of
bilingual education and their educational outcomes; bilingualism and the education of
minorities, and education policies for a multicultural Australia.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

1. speak and think about bilingualism more precisely;
2. discuss various typologies of bilingualism that have been proposed;
3. demonstrate more precise understanding of what is meant by multiculturalism by

being able to talk about it in more defined terms;
4. show greater understanding about the social forces that impinge upon societal

bilingualism and hence multiculturalism by discussing these forces and the
relationships between them and the phenomenon of bilingualism and
multiculturalism with both childhood and adult bilinguals;
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5. demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between policies that impinge
upon bilingualism and multiculturalism and language maintenance by discussing
them and their consequences;

6. demonstrate an understanding of the cognitive consequences of bilingualism and
hence of achievement in school systems by discussing them and referring to existing
research in this area;

7. understand how bilingualism is measured individually and in the society by
discussing and evaluating the different methods of measurement used, along with
the roles of code-switching, interference and transfer;

8. show an understanding of the different typologies of bilingual education that have
developed both overseas and in Australia and their possible educational effects by
discussing and evaluating them;

9. show an understanding and sympathy for the language problems of minority groups
in the society by dicussing and suggesting possible lines of action;

10.begin to think of types of educational policies that Australia might adopt that might
address the long-term interests of Australia by discussing and defending suggested
policies;

11.demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between multiculturalism,
education, cultural identity, social justice, second language learning and
governmental policy.

TOPICS

Weighting (%)Description

10.00Definitions and typologies of bilingualism1.

10.00What do we understand by multiculturalism?2.

5.00The relationship between bilingualism and multiculturalism3.

10.00Cognitive and educational aspects of bilingualism4.

10.00Measurement of bilingualism5.

15.00Typologies of bilingual education and their possible effects6.

5.00Features of bilingual speech7.

5.00The study of bilingual children8.

5.00Patterns of bilingual language acquisition9.

5.00Language choice, maintenance and shift10.

5.00Multiculturalism as a public policy11.

15.00Impact of multiculturalism on languages and education12.

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

ALL textbooks and materials are available for purchase from USQ BOOKSHOP (unless
otherwise stated). Orders may be placed via secure internet, free fax 1800642453, phone
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07 46312742 (within Australia), or mail. Overseas students should fax +61 7 46311743, or
phone +61 7 46312742. For costs, further details, and internet ordering, use the 'Textbook
Search' facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au click 'Semester', then enter your 'Course Code'
(no spaces).

LIN8004 study package available from USQ bookshop.

Hoffmann, Charlotte 1991, An Introduction to Bilingualism, Longman Linguistics Library,
Essex.

REFERENCE MATERIALS:

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Baker, C. 1996, Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 2nd edn, Multilingual
Matters, Avon, Clevedon.

Cummins, J. 1984, Bilingualism and Special Education: Issues in Assessment and Pedagogy,
Multilingual Matters, Clevedon.

Hamers, J. F. & Blanc, M. 2000, Bilinguality and bilingalism, 2nd edn, Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS:

HOURSACTIVITY

25.00Assessment

96.00Directed Study

50.00Private Study

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Due dateWtg(%)Marks out ofDescription

02 Apr 200425.0025.00ASSIGNMENT 1

11 Jun 200465.0065.00ASSIGNMENT 2

11 Jun 200410.0010.00REFLECTIVE JOURNAL

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Over the two assignments and the journal/discussion board entries students will
be expected to achieve at least half the marks.

2 Students must submit all assignments and the journal/discussion board entries.
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