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RATIONALE

To know how language works, a student of second language learning needs to understand
the systematic nature of the language of communication by analysing discourse. The course
emphasises how to describe discourse patterns in context for a range of language situations.
It aims to show how communication events occur in both spoken and written forms, and
how listeners and readers interpret the messages they receive in a social, cognitive and
linguistic context.

SYNOPSIS

This course looks at the nature of discourse from a Pragmatics perspective taking account
of social, psychological and linguistic aspects of discourse. Conversations and oral interaction
among first language speakers and between native and non-native speakers of English in
classroom and community contexts will be analysed as part of studying how goals of
communication are achieved. The role of speech act theory and communication constraints
in the effective processing of spoken text, and of discourse features and markers in coherent
written texts will be examined as a means of understanding the nature of spoken and written
discourse. Students will have the opportunity to study morality and literacy in a specific
cultural setting or language community and review theory in the field of pragmatics in
second language settings.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate:

• knowledge of system constraints on communication and awareness of the cultural
and social influences on communication;

• analysis of speech acts and speech events in the context of communication;
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• ability to identify elements of classroom or community discourse from students'
own transcribed sample;

• ability to analyse discourse markers in oral and written texts and to examine the
structure of information and coherence in discourse;

• analyse from a Pragmatics viewpoint an aspect of discourse in classroom or
community interaction.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. System constraints on communication 15.00

2. Cultural constraints on communication 10.00

3. Speech acts and speech events in context 15.00

4. Spoken discourse in classroom and community 15.00

5. Coherence in speech and writing 10.00

6. Text Analysis: rhetorical properties of texts 15.00

7. Cross-cultural features of communication 20.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

ALL textbooks and materials are available for purchase from USQ BOOKSHOP (unless
otherwise stated). Orders may be placed via secure internet, free fax 1800642453, phone
07 46312742 (within Australia), or mail. Overseas students should fax +61 7 46311743, or
phone +61 7 46312742. For costs, further details, and internet ordering, use the 'Textbook
Search' facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au click 'Semester', then enter your 'Course Code'
(no spaces).

Hatch, E 1992, Discourse and Language Education, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

REFERENCE MATERIALS:

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Brown, P and Levinson, S 1987, Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usuage,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

McCarthy, M 1991, Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers, Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge.

McHoul, A & Rapley, M 2001, How to Analyse Talk in Institutional Settings: A Case Study
of Methods, Continuium, London.

Schiffrin, D 1994, Approaches to Discourse, Blackwell Publishers, Oxford.
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Thomas, J 1995, Meaning Through Interaction - an Introduction to Pragmatics, Longman,
New York.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS:

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 31.00

Directed Study 44.00

Private Study 100.00

Telephone Tutorials 2.00

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks out of Wtg(%) Due date

TRANSCRIPT AND 2000 WORD
TEXT

30.00 30.00 02 Apr 2004

ONE 2000 WRD COMPARATIVE
ESSAY

20.00 20.00 14 May 2004

REFLECTIVE JOURNAL 15.00 15.00 18 Jun 2004
(see note 1)

ONE 2500 WORD PROJECT 35.00 35.00 18 Jun 2004

NOTES:

1. Submit Journal entries with each of the 3 assignments.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Over the three assignments and the reflective journals students will be expected to
achieve an overall mark of 50% to pass the course.

2 Students must submit all three assignments as well as the journals.
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