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A very good afternoon to The Chancellor of University of Southern Queensland, Vice
Chancellor, Deans, professors and lecturers, Parents and graduates,
USQ and I go a long way back. Most people are not aware that I have had a working
relationship with USQ for almost 15 years now. Neither do they know that I had no
chance for tertiary education immediately after secondary school. This is why I am
supportive of lifelong learning.
After graduating with a law degree three in my early thirties, I took over the Kuching
college which I studied at, and which by then had only less than 10 students. The
first thing I wanted to do was to increase the programme offerings by collaborating
with foreign universities but no university initially wanted to work with such a small
institution.
USQ gave me the chance, and I shall always be mindful of this. Now SEGi has
27,000 students and is the largest private institution of higher learning in Malaysia. It
is listed on the stock exchange and has a market capitalisation of over 1 billion
ringgit.
We are very impressed with the USQ teaching model which successfully uses elearning as a major component. Feedback from USQ students at SEGi reflects that
this is one of its major strengths. Many of its graduates have secured important
positions in various industries and we have the alumni to vouch for this.
Currently less than 30% of the Malaysian workforce have qualifications of a diploma
and above. We hope that together with USQ we would be able to increase this
percentage by making higher education more accessible, affordable and attainable.
On your part, you must realise that learning is a lifelong pursuit. A degree can only
open doors for you in the workplace, but it shall be your continued quest for
knowledge that will bring you far. Along the way, you shall meet challenges and
difficulties. Never give up and always dare to do things differently.
We shouldn’t do things the same way day in, day out and expect different results.
You shall also need to deal with a lot of people in your everyday life. You have to
know there’s a difference between pushing people into a corner and getting people
into your corner.
Remember we can never have enough friends, but the moment we make an enemy,
we shall meet him or her everywhere.
You are the pride of USQ and your families. Congratulations to all of you. I hope that
you will remember this day with gratitude, like I do, especially towards those who
have contributed towards your success.
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