
Doctor of Education (DEDU) - EdD
OnlineDistance education

Semester 1 (March)
Semester 2 (July)
Semester 3 (November)

Semester intake:

Domestic full fee paying placeFees:
International full fee paying place
Research training scheme (RTS)

3 years full time and up to 6 years part timeStandard duration:

Notes:

The program is principally delivered in the online mode.

Contact us

Current studentsFuture International studentsFuture Australian and New
Zealand students

Ask a question
Freecall (within Australia): 1800
007 252
Phone (from outside Australia): +61
7 4631 2285
Email usqassist@usq.edu.au

Ask a question
Phone: +61 7 4631 5543
Email: international@usq.edu.au

Ask a question
Freecall (within Australia): 1800
640 678
Phone (from outside Australia): +61
7 4631 5315
Email: studyedu@usq.edu.au

Program focus
This program is a professional and research doctorate directed at helping students to acquire and practise
research knowledge and skills as they design, conduct and report doctoral level research about current and
real world questions and topics. In doing so, the program provides students with maximum support and training
to collect and analyse data and create new knowledge and understanding, and also to pursue new career
opportunities.

Career opportunities
Career opportunities for future program graduates are likely to match the current positions held by existing
program graduates, including leading positions in educational and professional contexts such as school
principals, school district directors, education system directors, directors of technical and vocational colleges,
heads of educational facilities and services across a variety of sectors, directs of training and development
facilities, university academics, educational counsellors, educational trainers and consultants, and campus
and centre managers.

Program objectives
On successful completion of the Doctor of Education program, students should be able to:

● contribute to the advancement of knowledge relating to professional practice and leadership in education
● exhibit competence and commitment in pursuing personal goals of advanced scholarship in relation to

their areas of specialisation
● apply knowledge and skills acquired through research training
● integrate empirical, methodological and theoretical knowledge in ways that engage current educational

issues
● articulate the local, provincial, national, regional and global dimensions of the work and identities of

contemporary educators, trainers and developers
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● demonstrate the capacity to add value to, and to help to sustain, contemporary learning communities
● develop and extend a commitment to lifelong education and to fulfilling their own lives and those of

others.

Program aims
The aim of this program is to provide experienced professionals in education, training and development with
doctoral level coursework and research opportunities that will engage educational issues that are relevant and
meaningful to them, help to sustain their communities and help to fulfil their lives.

Admission requirements
To be considered eligible for admission to the Doctor of Education, applicants must:

● have completed a Masters with a ‘credit’ average or an undergraduate Honours (I or IIa) degree, or
equivalent qualification in Education or a cognate field relevant to the proposed area of study from a
recognised university

● have a documented record of normally three years full-time equivalent of professional or teaching
experience in a field relevant to the proposed area of study and be currently or recently employed in
professional practice.

● provide evidence of English language proficiency (minimum IELTS 6.5 or equivalent) - international
students only

Admission to all graduate programs is highly competitive owing to limited enrolment capacities. Meeting the
minimum requirements does not guarantee admission.

How to apply

International students
This program is offered to international students. An international student is a person who is not an Australian
or New Zealand citizen and not an Australian permanent resident. Please refer to USQ International for
information about entry requirements, visa arrangements and how to apply.

Domestic students
Application for postgraduate programs may be made directly to USQ. You should ensure you submit your
application by the closing dates.

Program fees

Domestic full fee paying place
Domestic full fee paying places are funded entirely through the full fees paid by the student. Full fees vary
depending on the courses that are taken. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the Course
Fee Finder.

Domestic full fee paying students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called FEE-
HELP.

International full fee paying place
International students pay full fees. Full fees vary depending on the courses that are taken and whether they
are studied on-campus, via distance education/online. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course
via the Course Fee Finder.

Research training scheme (RTS)
The Research Training Scheme (RTS) provides Commonwealth-funded higher degree by research (HDR)
students with an ‘entitlement’ to an exemption from course fees for the equivalent of four years full-time study
in an accredited HDR program. If a student's RTS entitlement expires before they have completed their program
they will be required to pay full tuition fees. As there may be limited RTS places available, some students
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may be required to pay fees for all or part of their program. The USQ Office of Research and Higher Degrees
will advise students of their eligibility for an RTS place.

Program structure
The Doctor of Education is a 24-unit program. The program structure comprises three sections.

6 unitsCoursework:

maximum of 2 unitsOptionally elective postgraduate courses:

16 — 18 unitsDissertation/Folio thesis courses:

Program completion requirements
To be awarded a Doctorate of Education, a student must normally have completed all designated research
courses–that is, dissertation - or folio-type courses–and all designated coursework courses, such as research
methods and, if relevant, elective courses. Students are normally required to undertake:

● two 2-unit coursework courses from the Doctor of Education program: EDU8601 Advanced Studies in
Professional Practice and EDU8602

● two 1-unit coursework courses: EDR8000 Foundations of Contemporary Educational Research Methods
and EDR8001 Effective and Ethical Educational Research

and will have the opportunity to undertake:

● two 1-unit elective courses at postgraduate level from the Faculty of Education or another Faculty at the
University of Southern Queensland or another recognised university.

Dissertation

If students take the two electives, their dissertation will constitute 16 units (67% of program; 60,000 words);
if they do not take the two electives, their dissertation will constitute 18 units (75% of program; 70,000 words.)
Student workload will be between 2,640 hours and 2,970 hours of effort.

Folio

Folios provide alternatives conducive to the needs of those engaged in professional practice in education, and
give students the possibility of presenting their research work using a range of representation genres. These
may include creative work, professional development packages or curriculum and/or teaching resources linked
by a common and conceptually framed theme. Student workload will be equivalent to that of the dissertation.

If students take the two electives, their folio will constitute 16 units (67% of program; a student workload
equivalent to that of the dissertation at 2,640 hours of effort); if they do not take the two electives, their folio
will constitute 18 units (75% of program; a student workload equivalent to that of the dissertation at 2, 970
hours of effort.)

Required time limits
Full-time enrolment normally requires three years of study. (The University acknowledges that minimum
completion periods may be waived in the case of exceptional progress.) Part-time enrolment normally requires
six years of study.

Core courses
The core courses in the Doctor of Education program are:

● EDU8601 Advanced Studies in Professional Practice (2 units)
● EDU8602 Advanced Studies in Specialisation (2 units)
● EDR8000 Foundations of Contemporary Educational Research Methods (1 unit)
● EDR8001 Effective and Ethical Educational Research (1 unit)
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● An externally examined research dissertation or folio (16 units if students also take two 1-unit electives;
18 units if students take no electives).

Major studies
Specialisations cover a wide range of areas and, depending upon the availability of research supervision, and
are listed on the Faculty of Education, Research homepage http://www.usq.edu.au/education/research/de
fault.htm:

Elective courses
Students have the option of including in their Doctor of Education program two 1-unit electives, normally at
postgraduate level, from the Faculty of Education or another faculty at the University of Southern Queensland
or another recognised university. The intention of this option, based on a student design curriculum focus, is
to give students the opportunity to customise their doctoral learning journey by completing courses that enhance
their methodological knowledge and that add value to their dissertation/folio. Normally students will need to
receive the prior approval of the program coordinator before enrolling in the elective courses.

Coursework
The coursework component of the Doctor of Education program is constituted by the core courses in the
program:

● EDU8601 Advanced Studies in Professional Practice (2 units)
● EDU8602 Advanced Studies in Specialisation (2 units)
● EDR8000 Foundations of Contemporary Educational Research Methods (1 unit)
● EDR8001 Effective and Ethical Educational Research (1 unit)

and if applicable two 1-unit electives.

Research
The research component of the Doctor of Education is constituted by the successful completion of an externally
examined dissertation or folio that equals 16 units if students also complete two 1-unit electives or 18 units
if students complete no electives in the program.

IT requirements
Students must have reliable and ready access to e-mail and the internet. Broadband would be a significant
advantage. See http://www.usq.edu.au/ict/students/standards/hardware.htm

Other program requirements
Students must normally complete successfully all coursework courses before progressing to the research
dissertation or folio.

Exit points
Students who complete the coursework component of the Doctor of Education program and who are not able
to complete the research component of the program will be able to transfer up to 8 credit points to an appropriate
postgraduate qualification in the Faculty of Education at the University of Southern Queensland (see the
programs listed under articulation).

Exemptions
Students who complete EDR8000 Foundations of Contemporary Educational Research Methods and/or
EDR8001 Effective and Ethical Research (or equivalent courses in Education or a cognitive field relevant to
the proposed area of study) during their Masters program may be granted advanced standing in the Doctor of
Education program. Normally no other exemptions will be granted in this program. NB: Normally students
will not be permitted to acquire advanced standing in the program on the basis of having completed two 1-unit
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courses in previous studies and will therefore not be exempted from the electives in the Doctor of Education
program; instead it is intended that students exercising the option of including electives in their program will
complete those electives during the program).

Enrolment
Students who enrol in the Doctor of Education on either a full-time or a part-time basis. It is expected that
full-time students will have recent professional experience on which to draw during the program. International
on-campus students must be enrolled full-time,

Recommended enrolment pattern

CommentsEnrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Core Coursework Courses (Required)

2 units111EDU8601 Advanced Studies in Professional
Practice*

2 units2EDU8602 *

Core Research Courses (Required)

previously FET8801.
1 unit; exempted if

1, 2, 3EDR8000 Foundations of Contemporary
Educational Research Methods

already completed in
Masters program

1 unit; exempted if
already completed in
Masters program

1, 2, 3EDR8001 Effective and Ethical Educational
Research

Electives (Optional)

1 unit; selected in
consultation with su
pervisors

Elective

1 unit; selected in
consultation with su
pervisors

Elective

Dissertation/Folio Courses (Required)

2 units (part-time s
tudy); normally com

Pre-requisite: EDU8601 and
EDU8602 and EDR8000 and
EDR8001 and Students must

1, 2, 31, 2, 3EDR9000 Dissertation/Folio Part-time

pleted after complebe enrolled in the following
Program: DEDU tion of coursework

courses

4 units (full-time s
tudy); normally com

Pre-requisite: EDU8601 and
EDU8602 and EDR8000 and
EDR8001 and Students must

1, 2, 31, 2, 3EDR9001 Dissertation/Folio Full-time

pleted after complebe enrolled in the following
Program: DEDU tion of coursework

courses
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Footnotes
2 units*

Notes:

At the time of submission of the dissertation/folio for external examination, all coursework courses and electives (if applicable) must have been
completed satisfactorily.
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