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OnlineDistance education

Semester 1 (March)
Semester 2 (July)
Semester 3 (November)

Semester 1 (March)
Semester 2 (July)
Semester 3 (November)

Semester intake:

Commonwealth supported placeCommonwealth supported placeFees:
Domestic full fee paying placeInternational full fee paying place
International full fee paying place

1 semester full-time, up to 2 years part-timeStandard duration:

To: Master of Education (8 Units)Program
articulation:

Notes:

This program does not qualify you for teacher registration with relevant teaching authorities. If you are interested in a program that enables you to
qualify for teacher registration, please refer to the Graduate Diploma in Learning and Teaching.

Individual courses within specialisations are usually offered in one mode only. Hence some specialisations may be available in only one mode and
others may require mixed mode study.

Contact us

Current studentsFuture International studentsFuture Australian and New
Zealand students

Ask a question
Freecall (within Australia): 1800
007 252
Phone (from outside Australia): +61
7 4631 2285
Email usqassist@usq.edu.au

Ask a question
Phone: +61 7 4631 5543
Email: international@usq.edu.au

Ask a question
Freecall (within Australia): 1800
640 678
Phone (from outside Australia): +61
7 4631 5315
Email: studyedu@usq.edu.au

Program focus
This program gives educators/trainers the opportunity to enhance their professional competence through
advanced coursework in one of the specialised areas.

We are currently redeveloping our programs for 2009. This area of study will remain available, with greater
flexibility.

Program objectives
Students who successfully complete the Postgraduate Certificate in Education should have advanced knowledge
of a specialised area of education and be able to demonstrate capabilities and dispositions for

● locating and accessing knowledge of relevant theory and practice
● critically evaluating and building knowledge
● effectively communicating knowledge in the area of specialisation.

Admission requirements
Normal Entry

The normal requirement for entry to the Postgraduate Certificate in Education program is a three year bachelor
degree (or equivalent) from a recognised university, which includes at least one year of studies in education.

All applicants must have a good command of the English language. Applicants for whom English is not their
first language must meet the specific USQ requirements for English proficiency.
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Alternative Entry

Applicants who do not meet the requirements for normal entry may apply for alternative entry if they believe
that they can demonstrate that they have qualifications and/or experience that might be considered equivalent
to those required for normal entry.

Applicants with a three year degree (or equivalent) but no studies in education may be admitted if they have
two or more years of relevant experience.

Those without relevant experience may be granted provisional entry subject to completion of one or
more specified courses in the first semester(s) of enrolment.

Method of Application

Applications for entry to the Postgraduate Certificate in Education program should be made using the USQ
Direct Entry Application process described on the University website. Applications should be accompanied
by the following:

● certified copies of prior qualifications and/or documented studies
● evidence of relevant professional experience where required for alternative entry.

Entry to the Postgraduate Certificate in Education program may be subject to availability of places.

International applicants must have met the University's English language requirements  or have completed
the University's ELICOS/UNIPREP program.

How to apply

Domestic students
Application for postgraduate programs may be made directly to USQ. You should ensure you submit your
application by the closing dates.

International students
This program is offered to international students. An international student is a person who is not an Australian
or New Zealand citizen and not an Australian permanent resident. Please refer to USQ International for
information about entry requirements, visa arrangements and how to apply.

Program fees

Commonwealth supported place
A Commonwealth supported place is where the Australian Government makes a contribution towards the cost
of your higher education and you as a student pay a student contribution amount, which varies depending on
the courses undertaken. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the Course Fee Finder.

Commonwealth Supported students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called
HECS-HELP.

Domestic full fee paying place
Domestic full fee paying places are funded entirely through the full fees paid by the student. Full fees vary
depending on the courses that are taken. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the Course
Fee Finder.

Domestic full fee paying students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called FEE-
HELP.

International full fee paying place
International students pay full fees. Full fees vary depending on the courses that are taken and whether they
are studied on-campus, via distance education/online. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course
via the Course Fee Finder.
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Program structure
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level.

To graduate with the Postgraduate Certificate in Education and a nominated specialisation, students must
successfully complete a program of study that comprises a total of 4 approved units of postgraduate coursework
selected from the set of courses listed against one of the specialisations in the table below.

Students may graduate with a Postgraduate Certificate in Education without a nominated specialisation if they
meet the general requirement for a postgraduate certificate by successfully completing any four approved
units from courses listed in the recommended enrolment patterns for the specialisations or in the table of
additional courses at the end of this Handbook entry.

Required time limits
Students have a maximum of 2 years to complete this program.

IT requirements
Some courses in the Postgraduate Certificate in Education program are offered entirely on the Internet. A few
courses require access to specific software. Many courses use electronic mail and discussion groups for
communication among students and staff. Most, if not all, courses expect that work submitted for assessment
will be prepared using a word processor or other appropriate software. As new courses are introduced and
existing courses are revised, it is anticipated that they will make more extensive use of the Internet for
communication and for access to course materials and other resources.

Hence, although there are no specific computer hardware or software requirements for the Postgraduate
Certificate in Education program in general, it is a general expectation that students will have convenient
access to a computer with common productivity software and Internet access. Some courses may require
additional software and/or a more capable computer. Information about such requirements is included in the
sections about specified majors and in the relevant course specifications.

Courses noted as being offered “online (WEB)” within the recommended enrolment patterns do not provide
for delivery of printed materials. Students enrolling in such courses MUST have ongoing convenient and
reliable access to the Internet in order to access course materials and participate in activities that will affect
assessment. The required levels of equipment may vary from course to course and from time to time.

Articulation
Students completing studies in the Postgraduate Certificate in Education will be able to articulate those
postgraduate courses (levels 5 or 8) in various Masters degrees offered by the Faculty of Education, provided
that they meet the entry requirements of the particular Masters degree and any requirements of the particular
major in which they wish to enrol.

Related programs
The Faculty of Education and other faculties at USQ offer other postgraduate programs that include some
courses in common with the Postgraduate Certificate in Education program. Subject to their meeting the
appropriate entry requirements, students may be able to transfer between such programs and retain credit for
courses that are common to the different programs.

Exemptions
Exemptions for courses in the Postgraduate Certificate program may be granted where applicants can
demonstrate that they have successfully completed an equivalent postgraduate course or have otherwise
achieved the objectives of the relevant course. Exemptions may be granted on the basis of professional
development activities or extensive work experience if it can be demonstrated that through those activities
the student has achieved learning outcomes equivalent to those of a relevant postgraduate course. Where a
student's program of study includes electives, exemption may be granted for one or more electives where
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students can demonstrate successful completion of work of a type and standard equivalent to an elective study
..

Students intending to apply for exemptions should consult the University Academic Regulations. . Applications
for exemption will be expected to comply with the relevant USQ and Faculty regulations and should demonstrate
that the objectives of the course for which exemption is sought have been achieved. Within the framework of
those regulations, the following points should be given particular consideration:

● the maximum number of units which may be exempted in the Postgraduate Certificate is two
● students may not claim exemption for work on which they relied for admission to the program
● exemptions will not normally be granted for study completed more than five years prior to submission

of the application for exemption
● applications for exemption on the basis of study completed prior to entering the program will NOT

normally be accepted beyond the end of the first semester of enrolment in the Postgraduate Certificate.
● credit will not normally be granted for work undertaken concurrently with the Postgraduate Certificate

unless the application is submitted and approved before the work is undertaken with credit subject to
satisfactory completion of the approved work.

Students should seek advice from the Program Administrator before applying for exemptions. Detailed
information about requirements for exemptions may be available for specific courses.

Credit for courses passed in an incomplete program may be transferred where those courses form part of the
Postgraduate Certificate in Education.

Other information
Courses in this program may be offered in external mode (printed materials) or by online delivery. It is possible
to complete the program via one mode or by a combination of delivery modes. Course selection may vary
with mode of delivery. Access to the Internet and an email address are required to study a course offered via
the Internet. Study materials for these courses are available at the commencement of the semester and can be
accessed via http://usqconnect.usq.edu.au. A username and a password (those giving access to USQConnect)
are required for access to the study materials.

For continuing students only - Career development - Recommended enrolment pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

This specialisation will meet the growing demand from educators, career development practitioners, human
resource managers and enterprising lifelong learners interested in their own career development, for knowledge,
skills and expertise that will enable them to manage their own careers effectively and support the career
planning and development of others. The specialisation has been designed to address core and selected specialist
competencies from the Professional Standards for Career Practitioners and will be submitted to the Careers
Industry Council of Australia in 2008 for endorsement against the standards. In addition, the recommended
first course in the program FET8606 Lifelong Career Development provides an entry pathway for students
completing the DEST Australian Career Development Studies course, for which USQ is an approved Examiner.

NOTE: Students intending to articulate intoMaster of Education (8 Units) (Guidance and Counselling) will
need to complete either EDU8328 Consultation and Communication: Theory and Practice or EDU8333
Advanced Educational Counselling as their elective for full articulation. Intending students should note that
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EDU8332 Introduction to Educational Counselling has a compulsory residential school. Please consult the
Residential School Schedule for the dates. Enquiries should be addressed to the Examiner.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Compulsory Courses:

1, 2FET8606 Lifelong Career Development*
OE1, 2EDU8331 Career Development in Educational Settings:

Theory and Practice
1EDU8332 Introduction to Educational Counselling#

Elective Course

Students may apply to take individual courses from the Master of Education or Master of Learning
and Development, depending upon their industry interests.

OR

Choose one of the following

OE1, 3FET5660 Professional Study
2EDU5111 The Adolescent Learner

3FET8605 Building Communities of Practice
OE11MGT8030 Performance Management and People

Development
1EDU8328 Consultation and Communication: Theory and

Practice

Footnotes
This course provides an entry pathway for students completing the DEST Australian Career Development Studiescourse, for which USQ is an
approved Examiner. Students enrolling in the Career Development specialisation for the purposes of being examined for the postgraduate unit

*

in the Australian Career Development studies program are required to meet the specified normal or alternative program entry requirements.
For more information about the Australian Career Development Studiesprogram go to http://www.career.edu.au
This course has a compulsory residential school#
Before enrolling in this course students must check that they have satisfied the 'Recommended prior study' or 'Other enrolment' requirements
set out in the Other requisites section of the course specification.

OE

For continuing students only - Curriculum and pedagogy recommended enrolment
pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Select four courses from the following list:

2EDU5211 Curriculum Leadership and Management
OE1EDU5213 Curriculum Theory and Development

3EDU8211
EDU5221

11EDU5223 Teachers Practical Theories
11FET5601 Learning Design for Flexible Contexts
21FET5602 Theories for Learning Futures
1, 31,2FET8603 Assessment: Principles and Practices
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Footnotes
Before enrolling in this course students must check that they have satisfied the 'Recommended prior study' or 'Other enrolment' requirements
set out in the Other requisites section of the course specification.

OE

For continuing students only - Early childhood - Recommended enrolment pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Select four courses from the following list:

1, 3ECE5001 Aesthetics in Early Childhood Arts
3ECE8003 Families, Children and Change
1EDU5223 Teachers Practical Theories

OE2ECE8006 Issues in Early Intervention

Footnotes
Before enrolling in this course students must check that they have satisfied the 'Recommended prior study' or 'Other enrolment' requirements
set out in the Other requisites section of the course specification.

OE

For continuing students only - Educational technology - Recommended enrolment
pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

These courses are offered entirely through the World Wide Web. No printed materials are provided. The
courses make extensive use of the Internet for communication and for access to course materials and other
resources. Intending students will require convenient access to a computer with common productivity software
and reliable Internet access. Some courses may require additional software and/or a more capable computer.

FET5622 and FET8610 require the skill to develop a web page. It is recommended that students without this
ability should first complete FET5621.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Select four courses from the following list:

1, 3EDU8415 Multi-Modal Texts and New Literacies
3FET5600
1FET5601 Learning Design for Flexible Contexts
1, 3FET5621 Introduction to Web Publishing

Pre-requisite: FET5621 or demonstrated a
bility and competence in building and pub

2FET5622 Creating Interactive Multimedia

lishing web sites is required in order to suc
cessfully undertake this course.

2FET8602 Evaluating Innovative Educational Programs
2FET8611 Emerging Environments for Learning

With a focus on ICT in schools:

2EDU5431 Technology in Mathematics/Science Education
1EDU5471 Computer Based Resources in Education
2EDU5472 Computing in Education

This version produced 19 Nov 2009.CRICOS: QLD 00244B | NSW 02225M
6© University of Southern Queensland

Consult the Handbook on the Web at http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current  for any updates that may occur during the year.
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) - PGCertEd (2009)

http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/ECE5001.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/ECE8003.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/EDU5223.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/ECE8006.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET5622.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET8610.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET5621.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/EDU8415.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET5601.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET5621.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET5621.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET5622.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET8602.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/FET8611.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/EDU5431.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/EDU5471.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/EDU5472.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current


For continuing students only - Lifelong learning - Recommended enrolment pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

Most of these courses are able to be studied entirely through the World Wide Web. No printed materials are
provided for those courses. The courses make extensive use of the Internet for communication and for access
to course materials and other resources. Intending students will require convenient access to a computer with
common productivity software and reliable Internet access. Some courses may require additional software
and/or a more capable computer. See the section on IT requirements for further details.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Select four courses from the following list:

3FET5600
2FET5602 Theories for Learning Futures
3FET8605 Building Communities of Practice
1, 2FET8606 Lifelong Career Development
2FET8607 Contemporary Debates in Lifelong Learning

2EDU8318 Organisational Transformation Through
Learning*

32FET8662 Virtual Conference - Contemporary Education
Issues

Footnotes
For on-campus students to maximise their chances of satisfying the objectives of the course, students are strongly encouraged to attend and
actively participate in the workshop sessions in the course (Note: 3 x 2 hour workshops)

*

For continuing students only - Literacy and learning - Recommended enrolment
pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

Some of these courses are able to be studied entirely through the World Wide Web. No printed materials are
provided for those courses. Participants in those courses will require a computer and access to the Internet.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Select four courses from the following list:

1EDU5411
1, 3EDU8415 Multi-Modal Texts and New Literacies
3EDU8416 Investigating Literacy Practices in Educational

Contexts
OE2EDU8417 Issues in Children's Literature Education

1, 32FET8603 Assessment: Principles and Practices
121, 3212LIN5000 The Nature of Language
221, 2212LIN8001 Principles of Second Language Learning

Footnotes
Before enrolling in this course students must check that they have satisfied the 'Recommended prior study' or 'Other enrolment' requirements
set out in the Other requisites section of the course specification.

OE
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For continuing students only - Mathematics education - Recommended enrolment
pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

These courses are offered entirely through the World Wide Web. No printed materials are provided. Participants
will require a computer and access to the Internet.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Select four courses from the following list:

3EDU5422 Mathematics and Science in Life and History
2EDU5431 Technology in Mathematics/Science Education
3EDU8421 Effective Pedagogies in Science/Mathematics

Education
2EDU8431 Authentic Assessment
1EDU8432 Multi-modal Representations of Knowing

OE1, 3FET5660 Professional Study

Footnotes
Before enrolling in this course students must check that they have satisfied the 'Recommended prior study' or 'Other enrolment' requirements
set out in the Other requisites section of the course specification.

OE

For continuing students only - Online education - Recommended enrolment pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

These courses are offered entirely through the World Wide Web. No printed materials are provided. The
courses make extensive use of the Internet for communication and for access to course materials and other
resources. Intending students will require convenient access to a computer with common productivity software
and reliable Internet access. Some courses may require additional software and/or a more capable computer.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Select four courses from the following list:

3FET5600
1FET5601 Learning Design for Flexible Contexts
2FET5602 Theories for Learning Futures
2FET8602 Evaluating Innovative Educational Programs
1, 3FET8603 Assessment: Principles and Practices
1FET8604 Online Pedagogy in Practice

Pre-requisite: FET5621 or demonstrated a
bility and competence in building and pub

1FET8610 Creating Educational Web Environments

lishing web sites is required in order to suc
cessfully undertake this course.

32FET8662 Virtual Conference - Contemporary Education
Issues
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For continuing students only - Special education - Recommended enrolment pattern
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.

Notes:

(1) A recommended schedule of study for students wishing to have an emphasis in their program on Learning
Support, Inclusive Education or Behaviour Management and School Adjustment is outlined here:
● Learning Support:EDU8328, EDU8326 and EDU8321 plus one course from the list of available

Special Education offerings
● Inclusive Education:EDU8327, EDU8328 and EDU5321 plus one course from the list of available

Special Education offerings
● Behaviour Management and School Adjustment:EDU5322, EDU8322 and EDU5335 Emotional

and Behavioural Problems of Children and Adolescentsplus one course from the list of available
Special Education offerings.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

Select four courses from the following list:

OE1, 3EDU5321 Educating Students with Special Needs*
1EDU5322 Teaching Students with Special Needs:

Behaviour Management
OE222EDU5325Child Abuse and Neglect: Intervention, Protection

and Prevention#
OE2EDU8317 Educational Measurement and Assessment in

Inclusive Education
OE1, 3EDU8321 Learning Disabilities: Theory and Practice

2EDU8322 Teaching Students with Severe Adjustment
Problem

OE2EDU8324 Learning Difficulties: Reading*
1EDU8326 Learning Difficulties: Mathematics

OE2EDU8327 Topics in Inclusive Education
1EDU8328 Consultation and Communication: Theory and

Practice
OE2EDU8334 Conflict Management
OE2EDU5335 Emotional and Behavioural Problems of Children

and Adolescents
OE2ECE8006 Issues in Early Intervention

Footnotes
Students enrolling in this course are expected to have ready access to students and/or a primary or secondary class.*
Offered on campus only at Fraser Coast#
Before enrolling in this course students must check that they have satisfied the 'Recommended prior study' or 'Other enrolment' requirements
set out in the Other requisites section of the course specification.

OE

Additional courses
To be awarded a postgraduate certificate in the Faculty of Education, a student must have normally
completed 4 units at postgraduate level, of which no more than two can be at level 8. Under exceptional
circumstances, at the discretion of the Program Coordinator, one unit may be completed at level 4.
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Courses from the following table may be used, in combination with those listed in the specialisations above,
by students completing a Postgraduate Certificate in Education without a nominated specialisation.

Enrolment requirementsYear of program and semester in which course
is normally studied

Course

Online
(WEB)

External
(EXT)

On-campus
(ONC)

SemYearSemYearSemYear

OE2, 3EDU5702 Exploring Learning and Teaching in Higher
Education Contexts

OE11EDU8311 Concepts and Theories in Educational
Management

1EDU8312 Educators as Leaders: Emerging Perspectives
1, 31EDU8314 Human Resource Strategies for Innovation
2EDU8318 Organisational Transformation Through

Learning*
3EDU8319 Marketing Your Educational Organisation

OE1, 2EDU8331 Career Development in Educational Settings:
Theory and Practice
EDU8702 Scholarship in Higher Education: Reflection and
Evaluation

1, 2, 3EDR8000 Foundations of Contemporary Educational
Research Methods

OE1, 21, 2LIN8002 Methodology in Teaching a Second Language

Footnotes
For on-campus students to maximise their chances of satisfying the objectives of the course, students are strongly encouraged to attend and
actively participate in the workshop sessions in the course (Note: 3 x 2 hour workshops)

*

Before enrolling in this course students must check that they have satisfied the 'Recommended prior study' or 'Other enrolment' requirements
set out in the Other requisites section of the course specification.

OE
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http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2009/EDU8318.html
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