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Integrating essential skills

	Table 1 describes the assignments for the two courses as well as their e-components and the pedagogy underlying the assessment. Some assignments require students to complete peer reviews using a system developed by Michael de Raadt (Maths and Computing). As the courses are process orientated and geared towards and facilitating students’ demonstration of key university literacies, the course team prioritised progressive assessment rather than exams; and a workshop format, rather than lectures for course delivery.

Table 1: MAT1008 and CMS1008 assessment

MAT1008 description
E-assessment tools
Pedagogy
1

Post a message on the Bulletin Board; Send the message with an attachment via email to tutor; Mathematical Skills Audit. Reflections for e-portfolio.
Bulletin board; email; Self-test
Ensure all students have basic skills of email and posting messages and are aware of their mathematical skills (formative and self audit); ensure all students engage early with material and with tutor

2

Format and develop a resume and paste into e-portfolio; submit the assignment electronically; complete peer review of others’ assignments
Peer review
Develop students’ nursing resume capabilities and word processing skills
3

Article review/critique (this assignment is also submitted to CMS1008 as assignment 1) 

Peer review
Facilitate students’ development of advanced word processing skills as well as graph interpretation skills 
4

Create a spreadsheet with formulae and create a graph

Peer review
Develop students’ interdisciplinary skills in linking their graphing skills across courses with the use of spreadsheets

5

Create a power point presentation to describe a drug and its administration
Peer review
Ensure students know and master and demonstrate the principles of effective power point presentations and understand the basic principles of drug administration 

6

Redo Self-test

Computer Marked Assessment (CMA) 
Enhance students’ awareness of their developing capabilities by repeating the self-test as a CMA assessment in Assignment 1
CMS1008 description
E-assessment tools
Pedagogy
1

Article review/critique (this assignment is also submitted to MAT1008 as assignment 3)
Data bases

Peer review

Facilitate students’ engagement/mastery/demonstration of academic, communication, learning, research and information discourses

2

Proposal/draft for NUR1120 Social Determinants of Health or NUR1140 Responsible Nursing Practice assignments (Formative assessment)

email
Develop students’ academic, referencing and research skills and ensure that they are able to apply them across different disciplines and subject areas 
3

Professional e-portfolio
Undergraduate learning profile inventory; e-portfolio 
Develop students reflective, learning and evidence-building skills.

Develop and build students’ graduate attributes, career development, life-wide and lifelong learning skills as well as their nursing competencies.
MAT1008

In MAT1008, there are six short assignments, starting with the very basics of computer, internet and email use, as well as a self-reflection on current mathematical skills. The second assignment is put into the nursing context, asking students to compose a resume to apply for a nursing position, and at the same time, practice word processing skills. This and the following three assignments ask students to critically reflect on other students’ work by completing two peer reviews after submission of their own work. These assignments require students to demonstrate computing skills in particular areas, for example word processing, spreadsheets, presentations and use of databases, all in the context of nursing. The final MAT1008 assignment is linked to the first assignment by repeating the self-test to validate student learning.

CMS1008

CMS1008 assignment 1 is also MAT1008 assignment 3, the article review/critique. This joint assignment links into other nursing courses in that the topic of the article stems from the assignment topics in the parallel nursing courses. Students are asked to: select a research article from the academic data bases (after participating in information literacy classes); summarise the article (using learning skills made explicit in the workshops); evaluate its structure (after being introduced to positivist, interpretive and critical paradigms and qualitative/quantitative research methodologies); critically evaluate the article’s authority, accuracy, currency, relevance, objectivity and stability; conduct electronic peer reviews of other students’ assignments; write the article in appropriate correct word format; and correctly insert a graph from the article into the assignment and critique the graph. These last two objectives are assessed in MAT1008.

CMS assignment 2 comprises the plan/draft for a parallel nursing assignment. Students submit their drafts electronically, suggested changes are tracked and the document is returned, also electronically, to students so that they can utilize the feedback provided when writing their parallel nursing assignments. 
Assignment 3, the e-portfolio, includes pieces from the other courses being studied, for example, the MAT assignment 1 reflections and assignment 2 resume as well as students’ nursing competencies developed in the Responsible Nursing Practice course. Whereas the portfolio was submitted as a word document in the first offer, in the next course offer students will be able to develop and submit through a web page, courtesy of a university-wide portfolio initiative.
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USQ

7            10            11            12            13


Questions:

7 I have learned to make connections between this subject and others.

10 The assessment tasks were appropriate to the aims of this course.

11 The criteria used to assess student work were clear.

12 Feedback from assignments was timely.

13 My understanding of the subject has improved as a result of feedback from assignments.




