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Introduction and Welcome

Welcome to Nursing Research

All of you would have heard the term ‘research’ but few, if any of you, would have participated in a research project itself. The word ‘research’ is often used incorrectly to describe the activity of searching the library for information on a certain topic. You will learn what research is during this semester and it is my hope that you will enjoy this learning experience and at some stage in your professional career have or take the opportunity to be involved in research. 

We appreciate that most of you are keen to be immersed in ‘hands on’ clinical experience, and better still, clinical employment. Some of you may not believe that this course is essential in a nursing program, however, let’s look at some of the ways in which we bring knowledge to our clinical practice. Ways of knowing can be listed as: trial and error, intuition, tradition (it has always been done in a particular way) and research. Whilst there may well be a place for each of these, let me ask which way of knowing is likely to provide, consistently, the most appropriate knowledge for our nursing practice? Of course if you said research, you go to the top of the class. Research is the process we use to establish evidence as to the most appropriate manner to provide clinical care and ensure quality of care for our patients and clients. Now that is not to say that all nurses will be researchers, however, it is important that all nurses need to be research consumers. 

This is a beginning level course where we make the assumption that you have not had any prior learning about research. This being the case many of you might initially find that the course feels uncomfortable, somewhat like learning a new language.  So we would encourage you to ask questions, seek further clarification or explanations, after all, if you are unsure there are more than likely other students experiencing the same. By the end of the semester you will have undertaken fundamental steps of the research process involved in the preparation of a research.
What advice would be most helpful to students in this course? First, this subject is unlike any that you have had to date, so be reasonable about what and how you expect yourself to perform. Second, work on assignments progressively. Unfortunately these assignments are not conducive to leaving them till the last minute. I guess that most lecturers say that but speak to other students who have done the course if you are inclined to think I am exaggerating. Third, bring drafts to tutorials as there may be time to check these and assist students. 
We wish you well
Staff Contact Details

TOOWOOMBA

Associate Professor Roslyn Reilly
Phone (07) 4631 2669

Email:  reilly@usq.edu.au
Associate Professor Cath Rogers-Clark
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Email: rogerscl@usq.edu.au

Dr Cheryl Perrin
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Email: perrin@usq.edu.au
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FRASER cOAST
Associate Professor Trudy Yuginovich
Phone: (07) 41206121

Email: yuginov@usq.edu.au
Timetable
The timetable has been organised to allow students to meet their clinical experience responsibilities:
Please read carefully to ensure that you attend the correct designated group.
Toowoomba Campus
Third students and those students not undertaking second year clinical – 
Weeks 1-7  

2 hour per week 

Weeks 12 -13

2 hours per week 

Second year Groups 1-3   
Weeks 1-4  

3 hours per week 





Weeks 12- 14 

2 hours per week

Second year Groups 4-6 
Weeks 1-7 

2 hours per week





Week 8

4 hours
Fraser Coast Campus  Check groups with Fraser Coast





Third students and those students not undertaking second year clinical – 

Weeks 1-7  

2 hour per week 

Weeks 12 -13

2 hours per week 

Second year Groups 1-3   
Weeks 1-4  

3 hours per week 





Weeks 12- 14 

2 hours per week

Second year Groups 4-6 
Weeks 1-7 

2 hours per week





Week 8

4 hours
Jo Will you include the timetable for the second years after the 3rd year one.  I have placed them at the end of the document as I did not know how to insert them. 
Third students and those students not undertaking second year clinical – 

Weeks 1-7  

2 hour per week 

Weeks 12 -13

2 hours per week 

	WEEK
	DATES
	LECTURE TOPIC
	TEXTBOOK

READING
	TUTORIALS
	STUDY PACKAGE ACTIVITIES*
	ASSESSMENTS



	1
	23-27 July
	Introduction to course, overview of research process.


	Chapter 1


	Research Awareness
	Module 1 
	

	2
	30July-3 Aug
	Approaches to Research
	Chapter 2


	Writing the first Assignment – research problem, aims, questions, significance, research approaches


	Module 2
	

	3
	6-10Aug
	Critical Reading Skills
	Chapter 3, 4
	Project Consultation
	Module 2
	Ass. 1 due by 13 Aug, 5pm

	4
	13-17 Aug
	Literature Reviews
	Chapter 4,5
	Gathering & Critiquing research articles


	Module 3.1; 3.2
	

	5
	20-24 Aug
	Developing a Research Proposal
	Chapter 8
	Writing the second  assignment Constructing a literature review
	Module 3.3
	

	6
	27-31 Aug
	Qualitative Research Methods
	
	Project Consultation
	Module 4 and 5
	

	7
	3-7 Sept
	Quantitative Research Methods
	Chapter 17
	Choosing the right method for your study 
	Modules 4 and 5
	Ass. 2 due 24 Sept

	8
	10-14 Sept
	Clinical A
	
	
	
	

	9 
	17-21 Sept
	Recess /Clinical A
	
	
	
	

	10
	24-28 Sept
	Recess /Clinical B
	
	
	
	

	11
	1-5 Oct
	Clinical B
	
	
	
	

	12
	8-12 Oct
	Ethical Research
	
	Writing the Third Assignment – the Methods Section 
	Module 6
	

	13
	15-19 Oct
	Evidence-based Practice
	Chapter 6
	Project Consultation
	Module 7
	

	14
	22-26 Oct
	Implementing Research into Practice
	Chapter 7
	Project Consultation
	Module 7
	Ass. 3 due 22 Oct – 

	15
	29Oct-1Nov
	No scheduled classes
	
	
	
	

	16&17
	5-19 Nov
	EXAM PERIOD
	
	
	
	Ass. 4 (optional) 16 Nov
	
	
	
	
	


*These activities refer to the nur3060 external study package, which you should purchase from the bookshop.  Module 1 only is available on WebCT but the recommended readings are only available in print only
Resources

Schneider, Z Elliot, D LoBiondo-Wood, G & Haber, J 2003. 2nd Nursing Research: Methods, Critical Appraisal and Utilisation, Mosby, Sydney.

NUR3060 Nursing Research External Study Package 2007, available from the USQ Bookshop
Course content is also available on USQ Study Desk, as is a discussion group.

Choosing the course processes to meet your learning needs

As individuals we all learn in different ways. Some students prefer visual content, so PowerPoint presentations are of most value to them. Some prefer text material, so reading notes and the text is preferred. Others are aural learners so lectures and tutorials are most comfortable for these students. The majority of us use a little of all the approaches but would lean towards one type of learning preference over the others. Thus this course offers teaching and learning approaches to suit all types. 

· The lectures are pre-recorded, accompanied by PowerPoint presentations, which you can access at your convenience. 

· The tutorials will have rich content to enhance your understanding and where you are encouraged to ask any and all of your questions. 

· You are required to purchase the NUR3060 Nursing Research External Study Package, available from the bookshop.  At times when you are not able to attend classes, this Study Package can be used in place of tutorials.

· Individual and small group consultation are specifically programmed as project consultations tutorials, discussed in detail below.

· There is a web discussion group, accessed by USQ Study Desk for this course. See below for further information.

CONTACT BETWEEN  STUDENTS AND STAFF

CONSULTATION by appointment
Each staff member will have consultation times in which you will need to make an appointment.  Appointments are respectful of both student and staff times. Please do not turn up at a staff member’s office and expect to consultation unless it is in the times specified by that staff member and you have an appointment. Check with your teaching staff members because they may be happy to take appointment requests over the phone or via email.

NOTIFICATION by USQ Study Desk

If there is a need for the examiner to notify students of any matters it will be done via the USQ Study Desk for this course. Thus it is your responsibility to regularly check the site.

PROJECT CONSULTATIONS

You are invited and encouraged to bring along your assignment-in-progress to the tutorials. You may have a draft or an outline or specific questions that relate to the upcoming assignment. You may also wish to bring along your marked assignment work to clarify any feedback that the marker may have given. 
DISCUSSION GROUP

This course has a discussion group which includes students at the Toowoomba and Fraser Coast campuses, as well as students studying this course externally.  Please join in….there is often rich discussion which can really help you to improve your understanding of the material in this course
ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION

	FRASER COAST
	TOOWOOMBA

	In person:

Nursing Office

B Block

Fraser Coast Campus

University of Southern Queensland

By mail:

Associate Professor Trudy Yuginovich
Department of Nursing and Midwifery
University of Southern Queensland

PO Box 910

HERVEY BAY   QLD   4655


	In person:

Assignment box NUR3060

Level 5

W block

Toowoomba Campus

University of Southern Queensland

By mail:

Associate Professor Roslyn Reilly
Department of Nursing and Midwifery
University of Southern Queensland

P.O.  Box Darling Heights

TOOWOOMBA   QLD   4350



	


Assessments

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Title
	Marks Available 
	Weighting
	Word Length

	1
	Week 4
Monday 13  August
	Research Idea
	1
	10%
	300 Words

	2
	Week 10
Monday 24 September
	Literature Review
	1
	20%
	1000 words

	3
	Week 14
Monday 22 October*
	Research Method
	1
	30%
	700 words

	4

(Optional)
	Week 17

Friday 16 November
	Research Proposal
	50
	50%
	2000 words


* If you intend to submit Assignment 4 please indicate this clearly on the Marking Sheet so we mark your assignment early and get it back to you ASAP!
The assessment in this course includes three (3) compulsory submissions and one (1) optional submission.

To pass this course, students must achieve a ‘pass’ for each of the assignments 1, 2 and 3. 

Students who wish to achieve more than a ‘pass’ in this course will need to complete Assignment 4, which involve rewriting Assignment 1, 2 and 3 in light of marker feedback.  Students who choose to complete all or some of these assignments will be eligible for a full range of grades, eg. pass, credit, distinction, high distinction.   Students MUST receive a ‘pass’ for each of Assignments 1, 2 and 3 BEFORE they are eligible to submit Assignment 4.
Please attach the appropriate marking guide for each assignment.

Rationale for Assessment

The assessment for this course involves developing a research proposal; that is, a plan for a nursing research project which you COULD do, but WILL NOT, at least not as part of this course.

The rationale for having you develop a research proposal is that this activity forces you to think hard about the various stages in the research process.  You need to be clear about these various stages in order to write a logical research proposal.

HOWEVER this is new territory for you.  As newcomers to research, your knowledge will develop but right now you probably know very little.  Hence the staged submission of your assignment work will allow you to receive early feedback about your proposal development and ensure you don’t go ‘off track’ with your work.   

Furthermore, if you choose, you will have the opportunity to redraft and resubmit your work (and hopefully gain a higher grade).  This redrafting is a normal part of the research process and each successive draft is built on feedback from earlier drafts.  Experienced researchers expect to write at least four or five drafts of a research proposal, but obviously we won’t have time for that in this course!

ASSIGNMENT 1 – Research Proposal Part A (Research Idea)
Grading:  Pass/Fail

Due Date
At the latest, Monday 13 August, 5pm
Must be submitted in paper form via the normal processes for assignment submission.

Please note that you can submit this assignment at anytime.  For example, if you are in class or seeing your tutor in a consultation time, ask your tutor to review your draft.  If she feels it is satisfactory, then she will be able to sign it off immediately and record that you have passed this first Assignment.  
If your work is not deemed to be at a satisfactory level, then you will be requested to redraft this first assignment as many times as necessary, until your tutor is satisfied with it.  You are NOT able to submit your Second Assignment until your first assignment is at a satisfactory standard.

Length 
300 words

Guidelines:

You are required to submit a short document related to your intended Nursing Research Approach that identifies:
i)
A statement of the study problem, and specific aim(s).

ii)
The research question.

iii)
The significance of a research based on your research question,

iv)
Why the research approach that you intend to use (qualitative or quantitative) is the most 
appropriate one to address the question.

Note:

(a) Use the marking criteria as subheadings.  Not only does this facilitate easier reading, but it is a great aid to keep your writing content focused.

(b) As a tertiary student you are expected to correctly and consistently use Harvard referencing, therefore there are penalties for not doing so. 

Guidelines for each criteria of this assessment

First, read pages 25-31 of your textbook, attend Tutorials, and complete the relevant section in your external study package.

Criteria 1 will be about 100 words. Commence this section with your own statement about your area of study.   For qualitative research the aim will also be a broad single sentence statement, but may be specifically listed in 2 to 4 statements for a quantitative research. The problem statement should be a brief (2-3 sentences), should identify and briefly describe the problem which needs to be researched, and be accompanied by referencing of publications on the topic. 

Criteria 2, the research question is just that. It should be only be one sentence. Don’t forget questions finish with question marks.
Criteria 3, the significance of the research, should be about 100 words. This is where you justify why the research is important enough to be done in the first place.  What makes your research important? Is it making a fairly unique contribution? Maybe the topic has been studied using one of the research approaches and you intend to use the other…that is significant. Has the topic been studied before? Has the topic been done in your culture before? What sets your study apart from the others? Does it affect or have the potential to affect a large number of people in our community, improving their health thereby decreasing the cost of health?   As part of your ‘significance’ discussion, show how the knowledge from your study will help, develop, improve, and refine nursing education, nursing administration/policies, nursing practice and/or nursing research.
Criteria 4 What research approach are you using for your research topic -quantitative or qualitative?  Identify characteristics of the approach which make it most suitable for your research.  For example, you might be doing a qualitative research, and you state that "The characteristic that qualitative research enables the researcher to probe the depth of human experience is well suited to this study which intends to explore the lived experience of adolescent diabetes."  You will not include how data will be collected.
Remember each and every characteristic of a research approach must be referenced.  Use your textbook and/or recommended readings here.
ASSIGNMENT 2 – Research Proposal Part B (Literature Review)
Grading:  Pass/Fail

Must be submitted in paper form via the normal processes for assignment submission.

.

Must include first assignment as attachment so that the marker is aware of the research topic and approach.

Due Date:


Monday 24 September, 5pm
Length:   

1000 words 

Guidelines:
The goals of a literature review are:

1
To demonstrate a familiarity with a body of knowledge and establish credibility.  A review tells a reader that the researcher knows the research in an area and knows the major issues.   A good review increases a reader’s confidence in the researcher’s professional competence, ability and background.

2
To show one path of prior research and how a current project is linked to it.  A review outlines the direction of research on a question and shows the development of knowledge.  A good review places a research project in context and demonstrates its relevance by making connections to a body of knowledge.

3
To integrate and summarise what is known in an area.  A review pulls together and synthesises different results.  A good review points out areas where prior studies agree, where they disagree, and where major questions remain.  It collects what is known up to a point in time and indicates the direction for future research.

4
To learn from others and stimulate new ideas.  A review tells what others have found so that a research can benefit from the efforts of others.

Note:

(a)
Some examples of a framework are chronological or reverse chronological, conceptual or multilevel (such as macro to micro or visa versa). A framework gives the reader an overview of what the Review will cover in terms of content.  The framework can be a simply as a sentence in the Introductory Paragraph, eg. "The framework for this Literature Review are the following issues: ______,______&______". The issues or concepts that you use for your framework will be derived from the literature that you read on your research topic.

(b) It is essential to attach a photocopy or additional print out of the unmarked assignment 1, in order for the marker to evaluate the appropriateness and relevance of the literature you have chosen to review to your research question.  

(c) It is good advice to give your literature review subheadings that are consistent with the issues or concepts (and in the same order that you have listed them) that you use as your framework. Again this will help you to stay focused on the content and it is a wonderful visual/reading aid for the marker. Do not use the marking criteria as subheadings in this assignment.

Selecting your articles and writing the review.
What publications are acceptable? Journals, preferable research articles are the best, but expert articles are fine. Information off the net is OK, IF it is from a journal. Many articles are not reliable when posted on the net. Some have even been total shams, so this restriction to on-line journals, or full-text journals off the net is necessary.

We recommend that you gather 6-8 articles because as it takes a long time to locate and acquire articles and it is always best to get more than you need. Often it is the case when an abstract looks really promising, exactly what you want, but when you read the whole article, it misses the point completely. Sometimes, we have been left wondering if the author forgot what they wrote in the article when it came to writing the abstract because they are so mismatched!! However, we suggest that you only use 4-6 in your assignment 2. Don't forget you are learning to write a Literature Review, and you don’t need to be tripped up by too many articles. Pick the best articles out of what you have gathered.  

One point to note:  as it is an assignment we have limited the number of articles to focus you on your learning process, but when you actually do a research project, your Literature Review is meant to be exhaustive. That is, it reviews all the relevant and essential articles in your topic area. One more point, usually for quantitative research, researchers do an exhaustive search and use literature only within the last 5 years, whereas qualitative researchers often need to go much further back to when the topic was current in research activities and publications, so may be much older. Again for the purposes of focusing you on the learning process of gathering and writing a Literature Review, we do not impose these expectations.

The marking criteria cannot be used as subheadings for this assessment, but they give you a clear indication of what I will be looking for when we assess this assignment.

Please note that Polit and Hunger’s excellent article on Literature Reviews (in the Selected Readings) is a great resource.  We strongly recommend that you examine the two examples given in the last pages of that article and use those examples as a way to role model your own writing of a literature review.

ASSIGNMENT 3 – Research Proposal Part C (Research Method)
Assignment 3 – Pass/Fail

Due Date:  Monday 22 October 5pm*
If you intend to submit Assignment 4, please tick the relevant box on the marking sheet so that we mark your assignment early and get it back to you quickly.
Must be submitted in paper form via the normal processes for assignment submission.

Must include copy of 1st and 2nd assignments as attachments.
Length 700 words approximately

Guidelines:

You are required to submit the Methods section of your proposal, which outlines:

i) The research design you plan to use

ii) The characteristics of the people who will participate in your research, and how you will recruit them
iii) The setting of your research.

iv) How you would collect your data?
v) How would you analyse your data?
vi) Ethical considerations relevant to your planned study
Note:
As with Assignment 1, use the marking criteria as subheadings.  The word limits are there to give you a sense of how much detail is required.  If you were writing a proposal as an application for grants funding, naturally you’d be writing in a lot more depth.  However, for this assignment, the main focus is on you ‘having a go’ at planning how your research project would actually be done, 
Please do come to tutorials for help.  
Guidelines:

Criteria 1 Research Design (100 words)
To address this criterion, begin with the approach you’ve chosen (qualitative or quantitative).  Then, consider what your research aims are, and review the relevant chapters in your textbook to decide which design will suit you best.  Obviously listening to the relevant lectures and coming to tutorials will also help!

For example, if you are taking a qualitative approach to address your research aim of understanding more about the lived experience of women whose babies are born prematurely and have to spend time in a neonatal intensive care unit, then perhaps a phenomenological approach would work best for you.   Or, if you want to test out a new wound management technique by assessing its efficacy compared with conventional treatment, then perhaps an experimental or quasi-experimental design would be best.  
When addressing this criterion, identify the research design you’ve chosen and justify your choice.  Use relevant literature (eg your textbook) to substantiate your choice. 

Criteria 2 – Participants (100 words maximum)
In this section, you need to write about who would be involved as participants in your research, and how you would recruit them. For example, if you propose to survey 3rd year nursing students about their feelings in relation to commencing employment as a registered nurse, then you might propose that all 3rd year students at USQ would be approached in class (around 150) and asked to complete a questionnaire.  Remember that not everyone who is approached will agree to participate.  Or, you might wish to trial a new wound management technique with diabetics who have a foot or leg ulcer and are receiving nursing care from a home nursing service.  In this instance you might wish to ask all patients who are eligible to participate (once you had the necessary ethical approvals) at a particular home nursing service over say a 6 month period.  Since you are proposing a small, feasible study it’s unlikely that the number of people in your study would be really large, even if you are proposing a quantitative study.  
Criteria 3 Research Setting (50 words)
Where would you conduct your research?    Imagine you want to understand more about what it is like to live with breast cancer.   Would you wish to recruit women in a small rural community in SW Queensland, where women with breast cancer have limited access to services?   Or would you like to speak with women from metropolitan areas?   Or perhaps if you are proposing that quantitative, experimental study about wound management…..will the setting be a large acute hospital, or a home nursing service, or an aged care facility?   Give as much information about the location as you can, including specific details about the health facility you will conduct your research in (if that is relevant to your study).  If your setting will be a community, describe the community (eg Stanthorpe has a population of 5,000 people, with another 5000 people living in surrounding areas. A thriving rural community, its economy is build around farming, especially fruit and vegetable growing, and wine making and tourism).
Criteria 4 Data Collection (100 words)
What sort of data do you want to collect, and how would you do that?  Maybe your data could be collected via questionnaire.  In that case, perhaps you’d use a questionnaire that’s already been developed (and described in the articles you used for your literature review) or perhaps you’d propose the development of a new questionnaire.   On the other hand, you might propose collecting qualitative data via in-depth interviews conducted in participants’ homes.  Or, you might want to collect measurements which would show the efficacy (or otherwise) of an intervention.  For example, before and after a new cardiac rehabilitation program you might want to assess weight, BP and body measurements.

Criteria 5 Data Analysis (50 words)
This can get complicated, so for the purposes of this assignment we’ll keep it simple.  If you collect quantitative data, you would need to complete statistical analysis on it using a statistical computer package. . If you collect qualitative data, most likely you’d do a thematic analysis, which involves identifying the major ‘themes’ (key points) emerging from the data.
Criteria 6 Ethical Considerations (300 words)
This final section is focused on the ethical feasibility of your proposed study and should specifically relate the following aspects to your study. It is also recommended that you use these guidelines as subheadings:

Answer the following:
1. Specify any psychological and other risks to the participants. 

2. What steps will be taken to ensure protection of the participants’ physical, social and psychological welfare? 

3. Will the aims of the study be communicated effectively to the participants? How will this be done? 

4. What steps will be taken to ensure informed consent of the participants/guardians? 

5. Will the participants be assured that they may withdraw from the study at any time without any fear of the consequences? 

6. Describe the measures which will be taken to ensure the confidentiality of the participants. If confidentiality is not ensured, justify. 

7. Explain how you intend to store and protect the confidentiality of the data. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Read the ethics section of:

Polit, DF & Hungler, BP 1997, Essentials of Nursing Research: Methods, Appraisals and Utilizations, 4th edn, Lippincott, Pennsylvania, pp. 439-45.

There is a copy of the article in the Selected Readings (part of the NUR3060 external package).

All students who successfully complete Assignments 1-3 will receive a grade of ‘C’ in this course, unless they choose to submit Assignment 4.  Students who submit Assignment 4 will be eligible for a full range of grades, depending on the quality of their work in Assignment 4.
ASSIGNMENTS 4– (Redraft)
This is an optional assignment, for those who wish to gain more than a ‘C’ grade in this course.

Must be submitted in paper form via the normal processes for assignment submission.

Due Date
Friday, November 16 5pm
Length
2000 words
Guidelines:

This assignment is optional, and designed for those students who wish to attain a grade higher than a pass, and who wish to enhance their beginning skills in research.  This assignment involves rewriting the previous 3 assignments, using the feedback you have received in the marking process.
This is ONE assignment therefore there will be one reference list, which will contain all the references used in the document. Do NOT have references after each section, this is inappropriate.

Don’t forget that the reference list for assignment 4 is placed BEFORE the appendices.

You will need to attach the original marked version (not a photocopy) of assignments 1, 2 and 3 as appendices.  

Only students who have successfully completed Assignments 1, 2 and 3 are able to submit Assignment 4.  Students who have failed either or both Assignments 2 and 3 should refer to the section on “Make up Work” below.
Make-up Work

Students who have submitted but failed Assignments 2 or 3 will have the opportunity to resubmit the assignment they failed as ‘makeup’work.  Students who fail both Assignments 2 and 3 will receive a ‘Fail’ grade for the course.

NUR3060 Assignment 1 Marking Guide:

RESEARCH IDEA
Student Name:___________________________________
        Id. No:_________________

	Criteria
	Pass/Fail + Comments

	1 A statement of the study problem and  specific aim(s)


	

	2 The Research Question


	

	3 The significance of the research


	

	4 Justification of the research approach to be used


	

	Overall 
	


Please note that all criteria must be at a “pass” level to pass this assignment.

If you intend to submit Assignment 4, you will need to consider making
NO
MINOR
SOME
MAJOR  
changes to maximise your marks.
(marker to circle as appropriate)
Suggested Changes/Comment:
Marker:  ...............................................………........
    Date: .....................
NUR3060 Assignment 2 Marking Guide:

LITERATURE REVIEW
Student Name:_________________________________
 Id. No:____________________

	Criteria
	Pass/Fail + Comments

	1 Demonstrated a familiarity with a body of knowledge, identifying major concepts


	

	2 Showed the path of prior research and how current research proposal is linked to it.


	

	3 Integrated and summarised what is known in the topic area of the proposal.


	

	4 Used a framework to introduce, write

 and summarise content.


	

	Overall
	


Students must pass at least 3 of the 4 criteria to achieve an overall ‘pass’ for this assignment.
If you intend to submit Assignment 4, you will need to consider making

NO
MINOR
SOME
MAJOR  
changes to maximise your marks.
(marker to circle as appropriate)
Suggested Changes/Comments:

Marker:.................................……….............................

Date:
..............................
NUR3060 Assignment 3 Marking Guide:

RESEARCH METHOD
Student Name:_________________________________
 Id. No:____________________

I plan to submit Assignment 4          YES     NO 

Please circle appropriate response – if you circle YES we will prioritise the marking of your assignment to give you as much time as possible to prepare Assignment 4. 

	Criteria
	Pass/Fail + Comments

	1 Research Design


	

	2 Participants


	

	3 Research Setting 

	

	4 Data Collection

	

	5 Data Analysis

	

	6 Ethical Considerations

	

	Overall
	


Students must pass at least 5 of the 6 criteria to achieve an overall ‘pass’ for this assignment.

If you intend to submit Assignment 4, you will need to consider making

NO
MINOR
SOME
MAJOR  
changes to maximise your marks.
(marker to circle as appropriate)
Suggested Changes/ Comments
Marker:.................................……….............................

Date:
..............................
NUR 3060 Assignment 4 Marking Guide: 
RESEARCH PROPOSAL
Student Name:________________________________ 
Id. No:___________________

	Criteria
	Final Mark

	Marks already received from successfully completed Assignments 1, 2 and 3
	50

	1.   Research Outline 

1.1 Statement of problem, purpose & specific aims

1.2 Research question

1.3 Significance of the research

1.4 Justification of the research approach to be used
	                       /10

	2.    Literature Review

2.1  Familiarity with body of knowledge

2.2 Prior research shown and how current research proposal is linked to it

2.3  Integrated & summarised what is known in the  topic area

2.4
Framework introduces, links & summarises literature review
	                      /20

	3. Method
3.1. Research Design 
3.2. Research Participants
3.3. Research Setting
3.4. Data Collection

3.5. Data Analysis
3.6. Ethical considerations relevant to your planned study

	                       20

	Sub-Total
	                               /50

	Penalties
	
	

	Lateness (10%-100%, refer to course   specifications)
	-10-100%
	

	Poor referencing technique
	-1 to-20%
	

	Total Mark for this Assignment
	
	/50

	Total Mark for the Course
	
	/100
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NUR 3060Nursing Research Program Second year GROUPS 1-3 
Weeks 1-4  

3 hours per week 









Weeks 12- 14 

2 hours per week

	WEEK
	DATES
	LECTURE TOPIC
	TEXTBOOK

READING
	TUTORIALS
	STUDY PACKAGE ACTIVITIES*
	ASSESSMENTS



	1
	23-27 July
	Introduction to course, overview of research process.
Approaches to Research
	Chapter 1

Chapter 2


	Research Awareness

Writing the first Assignment – research problem, aims, questions, significance, research approaches


	Module 1 

Module 2


	

	2
	30July-3 Aug
	Critical Reading Skills-Literature reviews
	Chapter 3, 4
Chapter 4,5
	Gathering & Critiquing research articles
Project consultation
	Module 3.1; 3.2
	

	3
	6-10Aug
	Developing a Research Proposal
Quantitative Research Methods
	Chapter 8
Chapter 17
	Writing the second  assignment Constructing a literature review
	Modules 4 and 5
	Assignment. 1 due by 13 Aug, 5pm

	4
	13-17 Aug
	Qualitative Research Methods
	Chapter
	Choosing the right method for your study
	Module 4 and 5
	Assignment 2

due 24 Oct

	5
	20-24 Aug
	
	CLINICAL
	
	
	

	6
	27-31 Aug
	
	CLINICAL
	
	
	

	7
	3-7 Sept
	
	CLINICAL
	
	
	

	8
	10-14 Sept
	
	CLINICAL
	
	
	

	9
	17-21 Sept
	
	MID SEMESTER 
	BREAK
	
	

	10
	24-28 Sept
	
	MID SEMESTER 
	BREAK
	
	

	11
	1-5 Oct
	No scheduled classes
	
	
	
	

	12
	8-12 Oct
	Ethical Research
	
	Writing the Third Assignment – the Methods Section 
	Module 6
	

	13
	15-19 Oct
	Evidence-based Practice
	Chapter 6
	Project Consultation
	Module 7
	

	14
	22-26 Oct
	Implementing Research into Practice
	Chapter 7
	Project Consultation
	Module 7
	Assignment  3 due 22 Oct – 

	15
	29Oct-1Nov
	No scheduled classes
	
	
	
	

	16
	5-19 Nov
	EXAM PERIOD
	
	
	
	Assignment . 4 (optional) 16 Nov


NUR 3060 Nursing Research Program   Second year GROUPS 4-6 
Weeks 1-7 

2 hours per week









Week 8

4 hours

	WEEK
	DATES
	LECTURE TOPIC
	TEXTBOOK

READING
	TUTORIALS
	STUDY PACKAGE ACTIVITIES*
	ASSESSMENTS



	1
	23-27 July
	Introduction to course, overview of research process.


	Chapter 1


	Research Awareness


	Module 1 
	

	2
	30July-3 Aug
	Approaches to Research
	Chapter 2


	Writing the first Assignment – research problem, aims, questions, significance, research approaches


	Module 2
	

	3
	6-10Aug
	Critical Reading Skills
	Chapter 3, 4
	Project Consultation
	Module 2
	Ass. 1 due by 13 Aug, 5pm

	4
	13-17 Aug
	Literature Reviews
	Chapter 4,5
	Gathering & Critiquing research articles


	Module 3.1; 3.2
	

	5
	20-24 Aug
	Developing a Research Proposal
	Chapter 8
	Writing the second  assignment Constructing a literature review
	Module 3.3
	

	6
	27-31 Aug
	Qualitative Research Methods
	
	Project Consultation
	Module 4 and 5
	

	7
	3-7 Sept
	Quantitative Research Methods
	Chapter 17
	Choosing the right method for your study 
	Modules 4 and 5
	Ass. 2 due 24 Sept

	8
	10-14 Sept
	Ethical Research
	
	Writing the Third Assignment – the Methods Section 
	Module 6
	

	9
	17-21 Sept
	
	MID SEMESTER 
	BREAK
	
	

	10
	24-28 Sept
	
	MID SEMESTER 
	BREAK
	
	

	11
	1-5 Oct
	
	CLINICAL
	
	
	

	12
	8-12 Oct
	
	CLINICAL
	
	
	

	13
	15-19 Oct
	
	CLINICAL
	
	
	

	14
	22-26 Oct
	
	CLINICAL
	
	
	

	15
	29Oct-1Nov
	No scheduled classes
	
	
	
	

	16
	5-19 Nov
	EXAM PERIOD
	
	
	
	Assignment . 4 (optional) 16 Nov
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