Email Correspondence as a Supplementary Activity for EFL Teaching and Learning
I have been learning and improving my English through emailing to others and reading the English emails that I have received. My personal experience confirms to me that email, a form of asynchronous computer-mediated communication, is a potential tool for foreign language teaching and learning. What’s more, it is easy for students to get a free email box with personal account from the sites on the Internet. 
Gonglewski, Meloni and Brant (2001) point out that the pedagogical benefits of email are: 1. Extends language learning time and place; 2. Provides a context for real-world communication and authentic interaction; 3. Expands topics beyond classroom-based ones; 4. Promotes student-centered language learning; 5. Encourages equal opportunity participation; 6. Connects speakers quickly and cheaply. 
“When email communication is kept within one class, the teacher can easily connect communicative tasks to the topic currently being covered in class and thereby extend the learners' communicative time and involvement with that topic. Instructors can design email assignments as pre-class, post-class, or supplementary activities.” (Gonglewski, Meloni and Brant, 2001)
I plan to attempt to involve my students in the Basic English Writing class in corresponding via email. 
LEVEL:

The second year English majors at the School of Foreign Languages, Xinjiang Normal University
TIME DURATION:

The duration of after-class email exchanges between students after the Basic English Writing lectures will last for one semester.
AIMS: 
1. To motivate students to write on a regular basis and take responsibility for both the content and the quality of their writing. 
2. To ensure that students make contact with each other in the class group. The students should write email letters on a regular basis within a semi-controlled environment. 

3. The student's written expression should improve during the process. 

4. The student should be helped to reflect on the writing process in order to raise his/her consciousness of where more effort or help is needed. 

MEANS OF ACHIEVING THE ABOVE AIMS 
Co-ordinating a class email exchange project which contains the following elements: 

1. Personal open honest expression of ideas between students. The teacher will play a vital role in urging the students to be more open by formulating questions that will ensure this process. 

2. At least 20 email letters which relate to specific "topics" introduced by the teacher. 
3. An organizational framework which ensures that the email correspondence takes place within the scheduled time period, so that the students know what they have to do and have the knowledge and means with which to do it. 
4. Timely and constructive feedback from the teacher, who collects the emails written by students every week, then analyses errors produced by students, and gives feedback on the students’ work.
5. Collaboration between students which helps to develop a friendly and fair relationship between students, and so they are willing to offer corrective and constructive feedback between themselves. 
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