EFL Pronunciation Teaching in the Chinese Context Supported by the Online Resource EVA EASTON Authentic American Pronunciation
In the process of communication, pronunciation is important, since successful communication cannot take place without correct pronunciation; poorly pronounced segments and suprasegments may have the result of disorienting the listener and inhibiting comprehension. According to Professor Wang (2004), the commonly used techniques in pronunciation teaching are: “1) Listen and imitate; 2) Phonetic training; 3) Contextualized minimal pairs; 4)Visual aids; 5) Tongue twisters; 6)Developmental approximation drills; 7) Practice of vowel shifts and stress shifts related by affixation; 8) Reading aloud/recitation; 9)Recordings of learners’ production.”

The most difficult areas in English pronunciation for Chinese English learners are: “1) speech rhythm — Chinese is a syllable-timed language, while English is a stress-timed language. 2) weak forms of vowels — English vowels occurs in weak forms in unstressed syllables, and in Chinese Putonghua, in normal speech, only one out of every six or seven syllables is a weak syllable. 3) intonation — The functions of tones and intonation in Chinese Putonghua are: tones bear lexical meaning while intonation adds meaning in linguistic structure and attitude of the speaker. Tones and intonation thus work together in the actual speech in the way that intonation makes minor adjustments in the pitch patterns of the utterance on the basis of tones. In an utterance in English, on the other hand, pitch pattern is part of the sentence structure, indicating the linguistic structures as well as the speaker’s attitudes.” (Wang, 2004)

Using the Internet for teaching pronunciation has many advantages. It provides a motivating atmosphere. Students can work on their own and at their own pace, and can listen to audio or video clips as many times as they like. Students also have the chance to hear a wide variety of English, and at the same time, students are introduced to valuable technology skills for integrating the Internet into English learning.

A Session Plan of the Course English Pronunciation Supported by the Online Resource EVA EASTON Authentic American Pronunciation
	LEVEL                  The first year English majors at the School of Foreign Languages,  Xinjiang Normal University

TIME                     100 minutes
AIM                     The students will learn strong forms and weak forms of vowels in English.

OBJECTIVES      Students will be able to: 

1. Define – in their own words a definition for strong forms and weak forms in a sentence. 

2. Compare – based on the understanding of the basic concept, compare strong forms and weak forms in syllables in words and sentences.

3. Practice – imitate the stress patterns and do practice. 
PREPARATION  Hardware
                                One computer with headphone headset per student preferably, linked to the Internet (in multimedia classroom)

                                 Software

                                Real Player and Windows Media Player
                                Knowledge

                                Basic use of the computer and access to the Internet

PROCEDURE       Pre-Internet work:    

                                1. Stimulating: Begin by questioning the class to find out how much the students know about strong forms & weak forms (two different ways of pronouncing the word). Make sure that this serves the purpose of stimulating the students to think about the issue, and to have the desire to find out answers for themselves.

                                 Internet work:

2. Go to website EVA EASTON Authentic American Pronunciation (http://evaeaston.com/pr/home.html). Click Vowel Sounds from the main menu, and find 
schwa /ə/ on that page, click and enter into the Pattern page (http://evaeaston.com/pr/red-pattern.htm). Display examples given on the web page by playing the recordings showing the typical pronunciation patterns. Point out the difference between Chinese and English (English vowels occurs in weak forms in unstressed syllables, and in Chinese Putonghua, in normal speech, only one out of every six or seven syllables is a weak syllable).


3. Ask students to listen to the recordings on the pattern activity page (http://evaeaston.com/pr/red-pattern.htm) to make a good discrimination of the stress in focus.


4. Go to the Practice activity page (http://evaeaston.com/pr/red-practice.html) for strong and weak forms. Have students listen and imitate the stress patterns in focus.


5. Have the students share what they have learned by reading out the practice materials on the web page in pairs, and check each other’s pronunciation between them.


6. Go to the Quiz page (http://evaeaston.com/pr/red-quiz-menu.html). Do the 26 items on that page. Check the answers by clicking the button Check. The students will receive responses immediately.


7. In class, have some students pronounce the words, phrases, and sentences with the weak forms in them given on the web site. Check whether the students can pronounce them properly.

                                 Post-Internet work;

8. Comment on the students’ performance by highlighting the achievement of the students and the efforts they need to make in order to improve.


9. Ask the students to do more practice after class and to get ready for the next session.

NOTES FOR TEACHERS

Strong Forms and Weak Forms

       In this session, we will learn strong forms & weak forms – two different ways of pronouncing a word.

       In unstressed syllables, we often come across the short, unclear vowel /ə/, which is the most common of all sounds in English. This same sound also occurs in many of the function words when they are unstressed.

Strong forms and weak forms

       As we all know, many function words in English have two pronunciations: a stressed form (or strong form) and an unstressed form (or reduced form, weak form). The unstressed form is thus an alternate pronunciation of a word which is so reduced in its articulation that it consists of a different set of phonemes. /ə/ is the most frequently used vowel in the unstressed form and next comes /I/.

The importance of learning unstressed forms

      Two reasons are said to be most important in learning to use the unstressed forms in English. Firstly, most native speakers of English find an “all-strong form” pronunciation very unpleasant. Secondly, learners who are not familiar with the use of weak forms are likely to have difficulty understanding native speakers.


The combination of traditional and online approaches will make EFL pronunciation teaching more efficient as pronunciation activities can be set in a communicative context, a learner-centered approach can be adopted, and constructivism and online education philosophies are implied.
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