Rolls-Royce Phantom

Driving the ultimate luxury motor car
by Greg Coombes


“Strive for perfection in everything you do. Take the best that exists 
and make it better. When it does not exist, design it.”
One night I received a phone call from fellow club member John Wolstenholme to invite me to a viewing of the new Phantom (with his connections) in Brisbane at BMW. We arrived in Brisbane on Friday and met Andrew Jackson General Manager, Trivett Classic, from Sydney, a friendly and charming young Brit, now enjoying living in God’s first country.

With the formalities over we were taken to view the car at our leisure and shown some of the basic features before driving off to a spot at Eagle Farm to explore the car. My son Sam and I sat in the back seat, which on entering you press a discreet button near the vanity mirror to automatically shut the rear coach doors. After taking in the immediate beauty of the traditional Rolls-Royce hand crafted interior, you sit back and enjoy the aromas of the leather and the feeling of being cocooned in a wonderfully engineered motor car. Seating in the back seat alongside the rear pillar offers greater privacy and security than in a car with conventional doors. As we drove along, Andrew explained in more depth the engineering technologies, which BMW was able to bring to the tradition of Rolls-Royce motoring. It is very obvious that the technology is discreetly incorporated into the traditional wood grain dash and leather armrests and seats to reveal satellite navigation, CD, seat adjustment and heating, air conditioning, cell phone, etc. For those of us who enjoy talking to our cars, this is for you, with voice activated almost everything from a touch of a chrome button on the steering wheel, you command, radio on, radio off and so on, so your hands never have to leave the wheel. All interior lighting is soft and emotive with beautifully designed interfaces, which can be controlled by all passengers. 
Once we had consumed the elegant interior, the view through the front window is still the ultimate, with the Spirit of Ecstasy leading the way, albeit somewhat smaller. The owner can automatically control her actions for security and discreetness at the touch of a button. The smooth ride comes via large Michelin tyres with flat-run technology and RR badge hubs that always remain upright. In the event of a puncture, the motor car can be safely driven for at least 100 miles at speeds of up to 50 mph.

Andrew was kind enough to allow us to drive this beautiful motor car, an experience to encapsulate the sensation of precision and power without effort. The very smooth and quiet V12, 48-valve, 6.75-litre naturally aspirated engine delivers high levels of torque from low engine speeds like its predecessors. I was thrilled to feel that it drives so smoothly and precisely, but still had that feeling of driving a traditional Rolls-Royce, the view from the driver’s seat was so similar to that of a Silver Shadow, with it’s raised corners and bonnet lines. It certainly impressed a couple driving a new S class Mercedes, as they quickly stopped on the side of the road to allow us to pass and quickly maneuvered to catch us to see this new imposing Rolls-Royce. The car has a four year warranty and all servicing is free within that period, for those lucky enough to order one you’ll have to wait six months, (two already ordered for Brisbane). We continued to motor around Brisbane with John Wolstenholme enjoying being chauffeur driven, after a half an hour I drove back to BMW, where Andrew presented us with some beautiful brochures and a compilation presentation box including a CD.

What a fantastic experience, this Rolls-Royce Phantom signals the start of a new era, as Andrew says “which represents a dynamic step forward yet, in all that it sets out to achieve, it respects and honours the best that has gone before”. On a sad final note, the car was returning to the Goodwood factory in England to be squashed, by law all pre production mules must be destroyed; unfortunately they wouldn’t donate it to us.

“Over the past 100 years, Rolls-Royce has become a by-word for engineering and design excellence, for craftsmanship and for quality. Inspired by the visionary approach of Sir Henry Royce, today that tradition is being upheld by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars.”

A new era has begun - Let’s embrace it.
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