
The following information is designed to provide advice to students about choosing elective courses 

in their program. The number of elective units available to students in the Bachelor of Education 

varies according to its specialisation. Please refer to the following table: 

 

SPECIALISATION   Number of Electives 

Early Childhood     4 

Primary      7 

Secondary     1 

Special Education    1 

Technical and Vocational Education  2 

 

If you are following a normal enrolment pattern in BEDU, electives will be undertaken in year 4 of 

the program if you are in the Early Childhood, Secondary, Special Education or Technical and 

Vocational Education specialisations. Primary specialisation students begin taking electives from 

Semester 2 of the third year of the program. 

 

The number of courses available to you is large and includes education courses from other 

specialisations, designated education elective courses, level 5 postgraduate courses from the Faculty 

of Education’s postgraduate programs, and courses offered through other USQ Faculties. 

Please refer to the detailed information about electives in the USQ Handbook (link below) 

http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current/edu/BEDU.html#programelective.courses 

Please read this information carefully. 

You may find the following advice helpful in selecting electives: 

1. Choose courses that are of interest to you and which might contribute to your personal 

and/or professional development. 

2. Consider focussing your elective studies around one or two topic areas. From education 

areas you can develop a strong emphasis in: 

: Health and Physical Education 

: Special Education 

: Middle Years Teaching 

: Literacies 

: Creative Arts 

: Science (Available from 2011) 

: Maths  (Available from 2011) 

http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current/edu/BEDU.html#programelective.courses


: You are also referred to the Faculty of Education Discipline Studies and 

Elective Booklet for studies you can undertake through other USQ Faculties 

and the Minor Studies section of the Handbook which also outlines possible 

courses that can be taken as electives. 

http://www.usq.edu.au/education/studyareas/secondary 

http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current/optionstudies/optionstudies.html 

3. Secondary specialisation  students can choose to use your elective as a ‘top up’ to one of 

their teaching areas (highly desirable)or as a standalone course in an area of special interest  

and which is not necessarily related to  discipline studies or education courses. 

  

 

4. New courses that will be available from 2011, and will address the National Curriculum 

and QCT pre-registration testing for primary teacher education graduates are: 

EDO3681 Teaching the National Curriculum: Mathematics 

EDO3561 Teaching the National Curriculum: Science 

EDO3377 Teaching the National Curriculum: English 

THESE COURSES ARE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED AS ELECTIVES FOR PRIMARY, EARLY 

CHILDHOOD, OR SPECIAL EDUCATION SPECIALISATION STUDENTS WHO FEEL THEY NEED 

ADDITIONAL DISCIPLINE CONTENT PREPARATION IN ONE OR MORE OF THE ABOVE AREAS 

IN ORDER TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THE PRE-REGISTRATION TESTS 

. 
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