
Office of Research & Higher Degree’s Newsletter January - February 2009 1 

 

 
 

      January - February 2009 Volume 2, Issue 1 
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 

Cancer Australia – Grant      

 Success 

Faculties News 

ORHD Update - Ethics  

Postgraduate News 

Upcoming Grants 

Scholarship News 

 

 

 

Office of Research and Higher 
Degrees (ORHD) 
Newsletter Team 

 
Dr. Ren Yi 
Director 
Hren.yi@usq.edu.auUTH 

Tel: +61-7-4631 2866 
   Mobile: +61-488707686 

 
Mrs. Viji Gururajan 
Research Systems Officer 
HTvijaya@usq.edu.auUTH  
Tel: +61-7-4631 5334 
 
Mrs. Jill Albion 
Research Grant Officer 
HTalbionj@usq.edu.auUTH  
Tel: +61-7-4631 4631 
 
Ms. Ashley Steele 
Ethics Officer 
Hsteele@usq.edu.auUT  

Te: +61-7-4631 2690 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CANCER RESEARCH  
 
Dr Jarad Martin is an Honorary Professor with Faculty of Science at USQ 
and is a successful recipient of a Cancer Australia research grant for his 
project titled “A Randomized Trail of a Shorter Radiation Fractionation 
Schedule for the treatment of Localized prostate Cancer (PROFIT – 
Prostate Fractionated Irradiation Trial).  Cancer Australia, in 
conjunction with NHMRC (National Health & Medical Research Council), 
has provided funding of almost half a million dollars over a period of three 
(3) years. 
 
Dr Martin is a qualified Radiation Oncologist who trained in Genitourinary 
Oncology in Toronto.  He works at St Andrews Hospital Toowoomba and 
was instrumental in setting up the Toowoomba Regional Cancer Research 
Centre with a view to offering local patients access to high quality clinical 
trials.  He also conducts research that will improve traditional methods of 
treatment by implementation of new research findings and advanced 
technologies into the clinical setting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honorary Professor Jarad Martin 
 
According to Dr Martin, the PROFIT study offers Queenslanders the 
opportunity to take part in a major international cancer research trial using 
state-of-the-art treatment techniques.  Half of the patients will receive the 
four (4) week treatment, and the other half the eight (8) week course.  Only 
by comparing the results can it be seen if one treatment is equal to the 
other. 
 
This research trial is open to men with the most common form of prostate 
cancer, deemed as “intermediate risk”.  The trial is also likely to identify 
whether new treatment could help busy hospitals reduce waiting lists and 
dramatically increase the number of people they can treat. 



Office of Research & Higher Degree’s Newsletter January - February 2009 2 

Dr Martin said, “It is exciting for a regional cancer centre to be leading the way for Australia in being able to 
offer men the option of this cutting-edge prostate cancer research trial.” 
 
“The combination of advanced technologies leading to better accuracy, and to less scattered dose, allows us to 
deliver a world-class treatment package,” he said.  He also indicated that for the trial they were able to recruit 13 
men locally with an aim to contribute 200 nationally over three (3) years.  
�
In addition to the above, USQ academics might recognise him for his involvement in conducting astronomy 
nights and advanced Mathematics Problem solving courses for school children from across Toowoomba in 
conjunction with the Maths Department at USQ.  
 

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING NEWS 
 
USQ Senior Lecturer Dr Hao Wang from Faculty of Engineering and Surveying 
has been appointed as the Editorial Board Member of The Open Corrosion Journal.  

The appointment was based on Dr Hao’s well known contributions in the field of 
Corrosion. Dr Wang’s research interests are in materials and manufacturing 
engineering. He has received a number of ARC (Australian Research Council) 
and DEEWR grants in this area.  

According to Dr Wang, “For several years, he has been working on biodegradable 
metals for medical applications. The development of biodegradable implants is one 
of the important areas in medical science. A biodegradable material can gradually 
be dissolved and absorbed after implanting. Compared with traditional permanent 
implant, a biodegradable material will not cause permanent physical irritation or  

Dr Hao Wang 

chronic inflammatory discomfort. Currently, the biodegradable implants are mainly made of polymers, which 
usually have an unsatisfactory mechanical strength. His team have discovered that some metallic materials, such 
as magnesium alloy, have the potential to be used as implant materials. The critical issue here is to control their 
bio-corrosion process in physiological conditions. Our work has led to many researchers all over the world 
starting to look at this possibility.” Dr Wang said. 

“The work has been published in leading international journals, ‘Tissue Engineering’, ‘Advanced Engineering 
Materials’ and ‘Materials Letters’, and has been very well recognised. This appointment is just another highlight 
of such recognition of our contribution in the field of corrosion and biomaterials”.  

 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS 
 
 
The Chair of the Computer Society of India, 
Chennai Chapter Mr Ramaswamy recently 
visited USQ to explore potential 
opportunities for research links between 
USQ and India.  
 
Mr Ramaswamy humbly explained that he 
has a background in Commerce, Computer 
Science and also holds a law degree. As a 
man with multiple skills and knowledge, he 
works as a senior manager with Times of 
India group.  He is also responsible for the 
Singapore Yellow Pages project managing a 
team of 15 software engineers and 
multinational projects in Japan and in 
Middle-East. 

Professor Raj Gururajan, Mr Ramaswamy (Chair of Computer Society of India) &  
                           Mr Abdul Hafeez Baig (USQ Lecturer) 
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Mr Ramaswamy is also a patron of the ARC Digital Stethoscope Project lead by Professor Raj Gururajan and 
assists the USQ team in identifying relevant hospital chains to test the device on Indian Telemedicine platforms. 
As a patron he has introduced USQ Digital Stethoscope Team to Apollo Telemedicine Unit, a premier hospital 
group in India.  

During his visit to USQ Mr. Ramasamy held discussions with Professor Gururajan and Mr. Abdul Hafeez-Baig 
(Wireless Technology expert) to develop telephone interfaces for the project to meet the requirements of Indian 
users. He also met with Mr. Gary Brady (USQ Business Link), Dr. Ren Yi (Director, Office of Research) and 
other senior executives to explore potential research links between USQ and India.  
          

ORHD UPDATE – ETHICS  
 

NEW! USQ HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE (HREC) PRO CEDURES 

2009 will see the introduction of new procedures for the USQ HREC that are in line with the NHMRC National 
Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research released in 2007. The major changes to the USQ HREC for 
2009 are: 

(a) the introduction of review based on risk 
(b) the re-introduction of HREC meetings  
(c) the establishment of a Fast Track Committee  

The HREC meetings have the purpose of reviewing all applications of more than low risk as the National 
Statement (2007) prescribes. 

The Fast Track Committee will be a subcommittee of the full Committee of the HREC. The role of the Fast 
Track Committee is to review applications of only minimal and low risk in order to provide timely review.  

Researchers should do their own risk assessment when thinking about Ethical Clearance. Also, please refer to 
the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007) for more detail 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/PUBLICATIONS/synopses/e72syn.htm. Below are USQ HREC procedures 
depending on the level of risk. 

Low Risk Research 

What is low risk research? ‘low risk research’ describes research in which the only foreseeable risk is one of 
discomfort. Where the risk, even if unlikely, is more serious than discomfort, the research is not low risk.  

Where an application is deemed to be of no more than low risk it shall be forwarded to the Fast Track 
Committee for review. Review shall take up to 2 weeks.  

Please note: the Fast Track Committee may decide that an application is of more than low risk, and will need to 
go to the next HREC Meeting. The researcher will need to accommodate the extra time needed for review. 

More than Low Risk Research 

What is more than low risk research? The following types of research will require review by the full committee 
of the HREC at a face to face meeting: 

(a) all research that involves more than low risk 
(b) all research that involves a minor (under 18) 
(c) all research that involves people in other countries 
(d) research falling under the following chapters of the National Statement (2007) 

Chapter 3.3: Interventions and therapies, including clinical and non-clinical trials, and innovations, 
Chapter 3.5: Human genetics, 
Chapter 3.6: Human stem cells, 
Chapter 4.1: Women who are pregnant and the human foetus, 
Chapter 4.4: People highly dependent on medical care, who may be unable to give consent, 
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Chapter 4.5: People with a cognitive impartment, an intellectual disability, or a mental illness, 
Chapter 4.7: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 
Chapter 4.6: People who may be involved in illegal activities. 

The closing date for applications to the full Committee of the HREC is three (3) weeks prior to the meeting date. 
Submission dates will be published on the USQ Office of Research & Higher Degrees website. Researcher shall 
be notified of the outcome within 3 days after the meeting.  

HREC Meetings and submission dates  

Applications involving more than low risk shall be reviewed at the HREC Meeting. Refer to the definitions 
above. Below are submission and meeting dates for 2009.  

Submission Date 
(2009) 

HREC Meeting Date 
(2009) 

Thursday 05 March  Friday 27 March 
Thursday 07 May Friday 29 May 
Thursday 09 July Friday 31 July 
Thursday 03 September Friday 25 September 
Thursday 05 November Friday 27 November 

 
Approval Period 
 
From April 1 2009, approval shall be for a maximum period of three (3) years from the date of approval, or until 
the applicant’s nominated end of the research project (provided this is not over 3 years). The three (3) year 
approval is subject to satisfactory annual progress reports from the principal researchers.  
 
More Information 
 
Please contact Ashley Steele x2690 or ethics@usq.edu.au if you have any questions.  
 

POSTGRADUATE SUCCESS STORY 
 

Mrs Victoria Close is one of 27 recipients to receive an Australia’s Smart Futures PhD Scholarship for 2009. 
Her story of pursuing academic research was unique as ORHD learnt that she is 69 years of age and legally 
blind.  Mrs Close lost her eyesight at 57 and currently lives at Maryborough, Queensland. For those who are not 
sure where Maryborough is, it is a stunning river side city, three hours drive North of Brisbane and is the 
commercial centre of the Fraser Coast. As we spoke with Mrs Close, she revealed that she belonged to the stolen 
generation and had overcome many personal challenges throughout her career in nursing and the media. 

 
Mrs Close is excited at the prospect of researching Aboriginal Perspectives on 
Health. Her PhD research will investigate diverse Aboriginal communities, 
which may shed some light on why Aboriginal people suffer poorer health and 
reduced life span in comparison to other Australians (or the dominant) society. 
She believes Aboriginal people have different values and perspectives on health 
and have a culture that is deeply rooted in past and present in comparison to the 
dominant society which is more anchored in economic productivity, control and 
with a view to the future. 
 
Mrs Close believes that there may be a wide range of issues such as 
communication between health workers and Aboriginal people, what is 
communicated and how it is interpreted, media and programs that are presented 
to them, protocols associated with Indigenous customs and healthcare needs are 
range of issues that need to be well understood. 

            Mrs Victoria Close 
Her study aims to identify these barriers and help to build healthy Aboriginal communities that can survive 
longer than the current standard.  
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Mrs Close will be based at USQ Toowoomba campus, where she also completed her Master of Education. We 
wish her well in her pursuit and her story as a source of inspiration to others.  
 

POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP  
 

Congratulations… 
Post Graduate Scholarship Recipients 

 
IPRS SUCCESSFUL SCHOLARSHIP 2009 

Student Faculty 
Sophia Imran Business 

APA SUCCESSFUL SCHOLARSHIP 2009 
Student Faculty 

Tiffany Shafran Arts 
Mark Joseph Emmerson Arts 
Mark Russell Dew Arts 
Heather Sharp Education 
Jennifer Casley Education 
Justine Nicole Baillie Engineering 

USQ SUCCESSFUL SCHOLARSHIP 2009 
Sonia Asilo ACSC 
Jayne Fenton-Keane Arts 
Regina Ryan Arts 
Merin Sathya Dhas Ivy Swamidhas Business 
Md Shadoduzzaman Business 
MD Abdur Rashid Sarkar Business 
Arun Dhakal Business 
Jiaoli Mo Engineering 
MD Jasim Uddin Engineering 
Weibao Zou Engineering 
Mohammad Kabir Engineering 
Cong Duc Ngo Engineering 
Salman Shahid Engineering 
Xiao-chen Zhang Engineering 
Jia Jia Zhang Engineering 
Mei Po Ho Engineering 
Mrs Suily Sciences 
Kelly Huijuan Su Sciences 
Victoria Close Sciences 
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Research Grants and Post Graduate Research Scholarship 

RESEARCH GRANTS 
National Health & Medical 
Research Council (Project 
Grants) 
Deadline 17 March (Internal 3 
March) 

The Project Grants Scheme is the NHMRC’s main avenue of support for individuals and small teams of 
researchers undertaking biomedical, public health and health services research in Australian universities, 
medical schools, hospitals and other research institutions. 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply
/projects/index.htm 

National Health & Medical 
Research Council 
(Strategic Awards) 
Deadline 17 March (Internal 3 
March) 

Through its strategic awards, the NHMRC supports health and medical research in areas which have been 
identified as a priority and where there is an unmet need for targeted funding. Strategic awards address 
priorities identified by the NHMRC as part of its triennial strategic planning process as well as those identified 
by the Australian Government under its National Research Priorities. They also provide a mechanism by 
which the NHMRC can respond to opportunities for pursuing innovative projects and national and 
international collaborations at the frontiers of health and medical research. 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply
/strategic/index.htm 

Australian Research Council 
Discovery projects 
Deadline 4 March (internal 23 
February) 

Discovery Projects GAMS application forms are now available on the ARC website.  Please note that the 
closing date for these applications is 5pm Wednesday 4 March 2009 Internal closing date 23 February 2009. 
 
Please ensure you read the guidelines and provide all relevant information requested to the Office of Research 
and Higher Degrees by the internal closing date. For any questions regarding the Discovery Projects please 
contact Jill Albion at ORHD. 
 

http://www.arc.gov.au/ncgp/dp/dp_inst
ructions.htm 

Heart Foundation of Australia 
(formerly National Heart 
Foundation) The closing dates 
for 2009 are: 
 
- Travel Grants- Round 1 
  6 February 2009 
- Travel Grants- Round 2 
  6 April 2009 
- Fellowships 
 13 April 2009 
- Travel Grants- Round 3 
 7 August 2009 
- Scholarships 
 28 August 2009 
- Summer Scholarships
 18 September 2009 

The Heart Foundation offers a range of awards across a variety of categories for research into heart, stroke and 
blood vessel disease.  
 
Application forms, information booklets, assessment criteria, progress report proformas and other supporting 
material for Heart Foundation funding are available by clicking on the name of each award below.   
Please ensure you read the relevant instruction booklet very carefully before submitting your application. 
Check the closing dates for each award to make sure you submit all parts of your application by the required 
deadline.   
 
Peer review process 
The Heart Foundation Research Program supports over $12 million in research each year. To determine which 
applications will be funded, all applicants enter a rigorous peer review process. Assessment is not undertaken 
by Heart Foundation Research Program staff but rather involves multiple, independent reviews by suitably 
qualified researchers.  
 
Available awards  
Grants-in-Aid   
The Heart Foundation awards Grants-in-Aid to support biomedical, clinical or public health (including health 
services) research in the cardiovascular field. Project grants of up to two years duration will be awarded.  

http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/Pro
fessional_Information/Research/Availa
ble_Funding/Pages/default.aspx  
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Postgraduate Scholarships (Biomedical, Clinical, Public Health) 
Biomedical, clinical and public health Postgraduate Scholarships are for nursing, medical, science or other 
relevant graduates seeking support for full time research studies leading to a PhD at a recognised Australian 
research institution. Postgraduate Scholarships are normally awarded for three years.  
 
Postdoctoral Fellowships (Biomedical, Clinical, and Public Health) 
These Fellowships are available to medical and science graduates who have completed an MD or PhD award 
within the last five years and who are seeking support to become independent researchers.  Postdoctoral 
Fellowships are tenable for up to two years. They may be full or part-time.  
 
Overseas Research Fellowships  
Overseas Research Fellowships are available to medical and science graduates who have completed a PhD or 
MD award within the last 18 months.  
 
Career Development Fellowship 
The purpose of the Career Development Fellowship is to develop the career of Australian citizens or 
permanent residents, who are 2-12 years postdoctoral. These awards are the most prestigious offered by the 
program. Career Development Fellowships are tenable for five years. They may be full or part time.  
 
Summer Scholarships  
Summer Scholarships give undergraduate students an opportunity to participate in biomedical, clinical or 
public health research projects which are broadly related to heart, stroke and blood vessel disease.  
 
Travel Grants  
Travel Grants are available to support Australian researchers travelling to present their cardiovascular research 
at an overseas conference.  They are also available to Indigenous health researchers travelling to present their 
research in Australia.  
 
Strategic Research  
In late 2007, the Heart Foundation launched a Strategic Research Program to fund research in priority areas 
defined by the Heart Foundation's work.  The first priority area for the Strategic Research Program was 
Depression and Heart Disease.  
 

Audrey and William Helfand 
Fellowship and Paul 
Klemperer Fellowship 

The New York Academy of Medicine invites applications for the Paul Klemperer fellowship in the history of 
medicine, and the Audrey and William H Helfand fellowship in the medical humanities. The purpose is to 
support work in history and the humanities as they relate to health, medicine, and the biomedical sciences. 
 
The Klemperer fellowship supports research using the academy’s library resources for scholarly study of the 
history of medicine. It is intended specifically for a scholar in residence at the academy library. The Helfand 
fellowship more broadly supports work in the humanities, including both creative projects dealing with health 

http://www.nyam.org/grants/history.sh
tml  
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and the medical enterprise, and scholarly research in a humanistic discipline, other than the history of 
medicine, as applied to medicine and health. 

Applications from anyone, regardless of citizenship, academic discipline, or academic status, are welcome. 
Preference will be given to applicants whose projects require use of the resources of the library and individuals 
in the early stages of their careers. 

Stipends of up to $5,000 are available to support travel, lodging and incidental expenses for a flexible period 
between June 1, 2009 and May 31, 2010. 

Indigenous Road Safety 
Grants for 2009-2010 
Applications close at 5 pm 
AEST on 27 February 2009.  
Successful applicants will be 
required to complete their 
projects within 18 months. 
 

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government is now inviting 
applications for. One or more grants up to a total of $30,000 will be awarded to applicants for projects that will 
help improve road safety for Indigenous people.  
 
Application forms and detailed information about the grants are available from the Department’s website:  
 
If you or any other interested parties have any questions about the grants program, please send an email to  
Indigenous.grant@infrastructure.gov.au  
  

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/roads
/safety/index.aspx 

Alzheimer's Australia 
Research (AAR) Applications 
for all awards close Monday 27 
April 2009 

Announce the 2009 Dementia Grants Program. This year, AAR is proud to offer a range of grants, such as: 
 
New Researcher Grants 
·  4 AAR Dementia Research Grants of $20,000 
·  2 Hazel Hawke Research Grant in Dementia Care of $20,000 
  
Travel Grants 
·  Rosemary Foundation Travel Grant of $15,000 
 
Postdoctoral Fellowships 
·  3 AAR Postdoctoral Fellowship in Dementia ($45,000 per year for 
·  2 years with payments matched by applicants' institution)  
Application forms and further information can be found at the website opposite. 

http://www.alzheimers.org.au/content.
cfm?topicid=250 

The Ian Potter Foundation  

Closing dates for 2009 – (as 
shown opposite) 

 

The Ian Potter Foundation will have three funding rounds in 2009.  The Travel and Conference program areas 
will be most significantly affected by this change, with applications for these program areas considered in the 
second and third funding rounds only.  Health and Medical Research will be considered in the first round; 
Science and Environment & Conservation will be considered in the second funding round.   

 

www.ianpotter.org.au. 
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Application Closing Date Program Areas 
Monday 1 June 2009 Arts 

Education 
Community Wellbeing 
Community Wellbeing International Travel 
Environment & Conservation 
Science 
Travel and Conference (for travel after 4 September) 

Thursday 1 October 2009 Arts 
Education 
Community Wellbeing 
Community Wellbeing International Travel 
Travel and Conference (for travel after 18 December) 

 

As previously advised, all applications from universities must be submitted by the Research or Grants Office.  
Direct applications from individuals will not be considered. 

To be eligible for consideration, applications, including all supporting documentation and meeting all 
requirements, must be received by 5:00pm on the application closing date.  Late or incomplete applications 
will not be considered. 

Further information regarding application procedures for The Ian Potter Foundation can be found on our 
website:  

Project Aware foundation 
grant program - 
Australia grants  
 
Deadline: 15 March, 15 June, 15 
September and 15 December 
annually 

 
The Project Aware Foundation invites applications for its Australia grants. These support the conservation and 
preservation of the aquatic environment and its resources. Funding is available to a variety of non-profit 
organisations, institutions and individuals in Australia involved in activities directly related to the conservation 
of underwater environments, both marine and freshwater. Focus areas include: coral reef conservation; shark 
protection; sustainable fisheries; ecotourism in relation to underwater environments; aquatic education with a 
special interest in children; direct activities to conserve underwater resources such as shoreline and underwater 
cleanups, mooring buoy installations and maintenance. Grants are worth up to a maximum of $2,500. 

http://www.projectaware.org/english/g
rants/grant_information.aspx 

INTERNATIONAL 
RESEARCH 
COLLABORATION ON 
DRUG ABUSE AND 
ADDICTION RESEARCH 

 
This funding opportunity announcement solicits collaborative research proposals on drug abuse and addiction 
that take advantage of special opportunities that exist outside the US. Special opportunities include access to 
unusual talent, resources, populations, or environmental conditions in other countries that will speed scientific 
discovery.  

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-
files/PA-09-020.html 
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(R01) 
NIH: National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, US 
Deadline: every February 5, 
June 5 and October 5 until 
January 8, 2012 
Slovak Academic Information 
Agency, SK Deadline: 4pm 
CET, 30 April 2009 

 
PhD scholarships: 
The Slovak Academic Information Agency and the Ministry of Education invite applications for its PhD 
scholarships. The scholarships are available for foreign PhD students to take a part of PhD study over a period 
of one to 12 months at Slovak higher education institutions or research institutes of the Slovak Academy of 
Sciences. Applicants from the following countries can apply: European Union member states, Iceland, 
Norway, Switzerland, Canada, US, Australia, New Zealand, Egypt and the Republic of South Africa. 
 
The monthly stipend ranges from 240 to 1000 euros. 

http://www.scholarships.sk/0653.nsp 

Robert L Baker summer 
research fellows hip  
Deadline for receipt of 
applications is March 15, 2009. 

 
The Middlebury College invites applications for the Robert L Baker summer research fellowship. The 
fellowship supports a residency on the college campus to study adult language acquisition. Applicants should 
be experienced researchers in second-language acquisition or applied linguistics. They must be native or near-
native speakers of one or more of the 10 languages taught at Middlebury: Arabic, Chinese, French, German, 
Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish. Researchers who have interests or expertise in 
secondary education or in teacher preparation are encouraged to apply. The fellowship carries a stipend of 
$3,000 to $4,000, depending upon the fellow's experience and the scope of the project, plus room and board. 
 
Application process 
 
Applicants should submit a three-page application consisting of the following: 
A one-page narrative describing the proposed project. A one-page outline of the plan of action to be followed 
in carrying out research. A one-page resume that should reflect the applicant's experience in language 
research, linguistics, teaching, materials development, or any work done in furthering language pedagogy in 
secondary or higher education that would support the candidacy for a research fellowship. 
 
The complete application should consist of no more than three pages. If supporting material is needed we will 
request that it be forwarded after reviewing the initial application. Applications should be submitted to:  
 
Middlebury College Language Schools 
 
(Name of School you are applying to) 
Sunderland Language Centre 
Middlebury VT 05753 
 

http://www.middlebury.edu/academics
/ls/fellowships_scholarships/baker.htm 
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JD SMYTH POSTGRADUATE 
TRAVEL AWARDS 
Australian Society for 
Parasitology, AU  
Deadline: 30 June and 31 
December annually 

Grants enable students to travel overseas to gain knowledge on techniques that may not be available in 
Australia, to form liaisons that may benefit their careers in the longer term and to promote the cause of 
parasitology in Australia.  
 
The Australian Society for Parasitology invites applications for its postgraduate travel awards. Financial 
assistance is to be provided to full-time postgraduate student members of at least six months standing who are 
enrolled at a recognised Australian university. Grants enable students to travel overseas to gain knowledge on 
techniques that may not be available in Australia, to form liaisons that may benefit their careers in the longer 
term and to promote the cause of parasitology in Australia. The fellowship is not provided for the primary 
purpose of attending a conference. The maximum value of the fellowship is to be determined annually by the 
council. 
 

http://www.parasite.org.au/Smyth.html 

PARTNERSHIPS-ALLIANCES 
FACILITATION 
PROGRAMME 
Queensland Department of 
State Development, Trade and 
Innovation, AU  
No deadline. 

 
This provides funding to facilitate Queensland-based applicants to identify, facilitate and formulate 
collaborative funding proposals to submit to relevant Queensland, national or international funding schemes. 
The programme will provide one-off grants of up to $100,000, offered for a maximum period of 12 months.  
The Queensland Department of State Development, Trade and Innovation invites applications for funding 
from its partnerships-alliances facilitation programme. This provides funding to facilitate Queensland-based 
applicants to identify and formulate collaborative funding proposals to submit to relevant Queensland, national 
or international funding schemes. The objective is to encourage and help secure the participation of 
Queensland-based organisations in cutting edge and high profile research, development and innovation 
collaborations. 
 
The following research priorities have been identified: enabling sciences and technologies; environmentally 
sustainable Queensland; health and wellbeing; safeguarding Queensland; smart industries; tropical 
opportunities. 
 
The programme will provide one-off grants of up to $100,000, offered for a maximum period of 12 months. 
Project proposals must indicate a funding body to which the funding proposal will be submitted, have a 
Queensland-based lead applicant and involve a research organisation and ideally an industry partner. Project 
proposals must have funding that is matched by a cash contribution at a rate of no less than 1:1. 
 

http://www.dtrdi.qld.gov.au/dsdweb/v4
/apps/web/content.cfm?id=1581 

The Harold Mitchell Foundation 
Deadline: None 

Arts and health funding 
Your project or activity must pertain to the field of either the arts or health or a blend of both of these areas of 
interest. Your project should fulfil one or more of the following criteria to be deemed eligible for consideration 
of funding.  
1. CREATES DISCOVERY in the arts and or health fields by breaking new ground and setting up 

opportunities for the future.  
2. INCREASES THE CAPACITY  of communities to foster their arts and health activities and the capacity 

of talented individuals with the commitment and potential to improve our world.  
3. ENABLES ESTABLISHMENT  of arts or health activities with real potential to take off and be ongoing.  

http://www.haroldmitchellfoundation.c
om.au/har_howtoapply.asp  



Office of Research & Higher Degree’s Newsletter January - February 2009 12 

EDUCATION GRANTS 
Ian Potter Foundation, AU 
Deadline:  
2 February, 1 June and 1 
October 2009 

Grants in this area are strongly influenced by the foundation's other interests, particularly the environment, the 
arts and community wellbeing. Small grants are made for amounts below $20,000 and general grants for 
amounts above $20,000.  
The Ian Potter Foundation is inviting applications for its research grants to support projects in education. 
Grants in this area are strongly influenced by the foundation's other interests, particularly the environment, the 
arts and community wellbeing. Current priorities include: 
 
•early childhood education; 
•volunteerism in schools and communities; 
•school-family linkages; 
•science education; 
•education in rural and regional areas.  
 
Funding objectives are to support educational policy research of outstanding quality and to support educational 
programmes of benefit to the general community. Small grants are made for amounts below $20,000 and 
general grants for amounts above $20,000 

http://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/educ
ation.html  

ARTS GRANTS 
Ian Potter Foundation, AU 
Deadline:  
2 February, 1 June and 1 
October 2009 

Funding currently focuses on education, audience development and the arts as a vehicle for building a sense of 
community. Small grants are made for amounts below $20,000 and general grants for amounts above $20,000.  
The Ian Potter Foundation is inviting applications for its research grants to support projects in the arts. Funding 
currently focuses on education, audience development and the arts as a vehicle for building a sense of 
community. Applicants must be organisations with both deductible gift recipient and tax concession charity 
status, and be based in Australia. Small grants are made for amounts below $20,000 and general grants for 
amounts above $20,000. 

http://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/arts.h
tml 

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR 
SUPPORT  
Australian Agency for 
International Development 
AusAID, AU 
Deadline: applications must be 
received at least three months 
prior to the seminar date 

This scheme funds attendance at international development-oriented seminars in Australia and overseas. A 
minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $50,000 may be provided for any one seminar.  
 
The Australian Agency for International Development invites applications for its international seminar support 
scheme. This scheme funds attendance at international development-oriented seminars in Australia and 
overseas. International seminars are defined as seminars, conferences, workshops and symposia at which over 
20 per cent of the expected participants (for seminars of less than 100 total participants), or over 20 individuals 
(for conferences of 100 or more total participants), will be from developing countries outside the country 
where the seminar is to be held. Normally a minimum of 25 participants would take part. 
 
Organisers of the seminar apply on behalf of the participants. Seminars must be initiated or co-sponsored by an 
Australian organisation. Non-Australian organisers of seminars held overseas can seek funding assistance for 
Australians, if the participant is invited either as a keynote speaker or key resource person. 
 
Applicants must demonstrate that the seminar will assist in a practical way to reduce poverty and achieve 
sustainable development in developing countries. Priority is given to short seminars with a clear focus and 
practical value, and priority is given to seminars that focus on: 
 

http://www.ausaid.gov.au/business/oth
er_opps/isss.cfm 
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·  poverty reduction including, employment generation; 
·  good governance, human rights and participatory development; 
·  private sector development; 
·  sustainable improvement of production and productivity in agriculture and other sectors, including 

technology transfer; 
·  economic policy reform, including trade and income related issues; 
·  health and population, particularly primary health and child and maternal health; 
·  education, including adult literacy and distance education; 
·  urbanisation and infrastructure development; 
·  environment and development; 
·  peace, conflict and development. 
·  A minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $50,000 may be provided for any one seminar. Seminars in 

the following countries will be eligible for funding: 
 Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia. 

Centre for Research for mothers 
and children 
NIH 
 
Deadlines: 
February 5 
June 5 
October5 
Until September  8 2011 

Reducing risk behaviors by promoting positive youth development (R01) 

A total of five components of the National Institutes of Health invite applications for grants in reducing risk 
behaviors by promoting positive youth development. These grants seek to enhance understanding of effective 
positive youth development programs and the mechanisms responsible for positive health and developmental 
outcomes. This will be accomplished through the development, implementation, and evaluation of new or 
improved positive youth development programs, the evaluation of existing successful programs, or the 
evaluation of effective, evidence-based, gender-inclusive programs that are adapted, translated, or 
disseminated for new populations of youth and adolescents. A goal of positive youth development is the 
promotion of healthy physical, intellectual, psychosocial and emotional development in youth and adolescents. 
Positive youth development equips young people with attributes, skills, competencies, and values that will 
contribute to their future role as productive, socially-minded, healthy citizens likely to succeed in areas of 
family, work, and society. This funding opportunity will utilize the R01 mechanism and runs in parallel with 
one of identical scientific scope, PA-08-242, that solicits applications under the R03 mechanism. Eligible 
applicants include domestic and foreign non-profit or for-profit organizations and public or private institutions. 
PA-08-241 
 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-
files/PA-08-241.html 

FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
The African Studies Dentre of 
the University of leiden 
 
Deadline:  none 

The African Studies Centre of the University of Leiden invites applications for its visiting research 
fellowships. These fellowships allow scholars to spend up to three months at the ASC for data analysis and 
writing. The fellowships cover a return ticket, basic accommodation and living expenses. The centre covers a 
wide range of disciplines including anthropology, economics, human geography, history, law, sociology, and 
the applied sciences of agronomy and nutrition. The research interests are set out in the following theme-group 
programmes with a four-year time span: 

•connections and transformations; 

http://www.ascleiden.nl/Research/Vfpr
ogramme.aspx 
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•economy, environment and exploitation; 
 
•social movements and political culture. 
The African Studies Centre gives priority to African scholars from African academic institutions who have a 
PhD or are in the final stages of PhD study in one of the social science disciplines or in the humanities related 
to African studies. 

2009 NICS Fellowships 

Applications open on 30th 
August for the 2009 
Fellowships. 

NICS Fellowships provide an opportunity for future leaders in Australian health care to develop their 
knowledge and expertise in closing the gaps between evidence and practice.  

 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/nics/asp/ind
ex.asp?page=programs/programs_artic
le&cid=5263&gid=237&id=714 

Scholarships in Higher 
Education (DEWR) 

Scholarships, fellowships, awards and other sources of funding for study and/or research available through the 
Higher Education Group, DEEWR. 

http://www.dest.gov.au/sectors/higher_
education/policy_issues_reviews/key_i
ssues/scholarship/default.htm#cls#cl  

VISITING FELLOWSHIPS 
Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research 
Organisation, AU 
Deadline: 31/5/2009 

Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation invites applications for the 
McMaster visiting fellowships. These are awarded to distinguished overseas scientists working in areas 
directly related to veterinary science or agriculture. Fellowships are usually of two to 12 weeks duration where 
the fellow undertakes to review and make recommendations on a specific area of research, or a programme of 
public lectures and high level discussions on research policy and management, or other activities approved by 
the selection committee. A visiting fellow should be a leader in a research discipline, or experienced in 
directing research or developing research policy at an institutional, national or international level. 
These are awarded to distinguished overseas scientists working in areas directly related to veterinary science or 
agriculture. 

http://www.csiro.au/org/ps1au.html#2 

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 
Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research 
Organisation, AU Deadline: 
31/5/2009 

Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation invites applications for its 
McMaster research fellowships. These support distinguished overseas scientists working in areas directly 
related to veterinary science or agriculture. Fellowships are usually of three to 12 months duration where the 
fellow is actively involved in a CSIRO research project. A research fellow should be a natural or social 
scientist with expertise that can contribute significantly to CSIRO's research in a designated high priority area. 
These support distinguished overseas scientists working in areas directly related to veterinary science or 
agriculture. Fellowships are usually of three to 12 months duration where the fellow is actively involved in a 
CSIRO research project. 

http://www.csiro.au/org/ps1au.html#2 

TRAINING (POST DOCTORAL) FELLOWSHIPS – None Availab le 

TRAVEL GRANTS  
Blaustein Postdoc Fellowship 
is available for 2009-2010 
 

Ben Gurion University of the Negev - Jacob Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research 
Jacob Blaustein Center for Scientific Cooperation 

Applications are invited from candidates interested in conducting postdoctoral research at the Jacob Blaustein 

Institutes for Desert Research (BIDR) during the year 2009, for a period of 1-2 years, in topics related to 

drylands and which include among others: Desert ecology, Solar energy and environmental physics, 

www.bgu.ac.il/BIDR/bic/faculty.htm 
www.bgu.ac.il/BIDR/bic/applicationin
structions.htm 
http://www.bgu.ac.il/BIDR/bic 
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Architecture and town planning, Rainfed and irrigated agriculture, Hydrology, Aquaculture, Environmental 

microbiology, Desalination and Water Treatment, and Biotechnology. A detailed list of the various activities of 

the Institute’s faculty can be found at web link opposite. 

Candidates should contact prospective supervisors before applying for a scholarship.   
 

·  Grants are awarded on a competitive basis to candidates that received their Ph.D. degree 

within the last four years. 

·  The program is open to scientists from all over the world. 

·  The scholarship includes a yearly fellowship of approximately $23,000 (in Israeli currency), 

round trip travel fare and free of charge dwelling at the local housing complex.  

·  The deadline for applications is March 15, 2009 and applicants will be notified of the 

Steering Committee’s decision by May, 2009. 

·  Fellowships are not available to those who received their Ph.D. at BGU. 

·  Instructions on the preparation and submission of applications are detailed in: 

www.bgu.ac.il/BIDR/bic/applicationinstructions.htm. 

 

For further information concerning the Jacob Blaustein Center and the scientific activities of the institute, 

please visit: http://www.bgu.ac.il/BIDR/bic 

or contact: 
The Jacob Blaustein Center for Scientific Cooperation,  
The Jacob Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research.  
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Sede Boqer Campus, 84990 Israel.   
Fax: 972-8-659-6718     
E-mail: inter@bgu.ac.il. 
Tel: 972-8-659-6717 
 

Ian Potter Foundation 
Deadline: 6 October 2008 and 2 
February, 1 June and 1 October 
2009 

Ian Potter Foundation, AU 
 
The Ian Potter Foundation invites applications for its early career travel grants. Applications will be accepted 
for travel and conference grants. Travel grants made are normally worth between $2,000 and $3,000, and are 
paid to the individual's employing organisation. Most travel grant recipients in the past have been staff from 
universities or research institutes, but those working in the technical and further education sectors are 
encouraged to apply and staff of any organisation with deductible gift recipient status are eligible. The 

 
 
hlhttp://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/tra
vel.html 
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objective of the conference grants is to support symposia and conferences of international status to be held 
within Australia. Awards are generally made to assist with the travel and accommodation costs of an 
international keynote speaker. The foundation does not make travel grants to undergraduate, masters or 
doctoral students. 
 
Applications will be accepted for travel and conference grants. Travel grants made are normally worth 
between $2,000 and $3,000, and are paid to the individual's employing organisation. Deadline: 6 October 2008 
and 2 February, 1 June and 1 October 2009 

 


