
Office of Research & Higher Degree’s Newsletter – May-June 2008  1 

 

 
 

        May- June 2008 Volume 1, Issue 2 
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 

Research Excellence Award 

Research Centre News 

Faculties News 

ECRG Update 

Research Story 

Upcoming Grants 

 

 

 

 

 

Office of Research and Higher 
Degrees (ORHD) 
Newsletter Team 

 
Dr. Ren Yi 
Director 
Hren.yi@usq.edu.auUTH 

Tel: +61-7-4631 2866 
   Mobile: +61-488707686 

 
Mrs. Jill Albion 
Research Grant Officer 
HTalbionj@usq.edu.auUTH  
Tel: +61-7-4631 4631 
 
Mrs. Viji Gururajan 
Research Systems Officer 
HTvijaya@usq.edu.auUTH  
Tel: +61-7-4631 5334 
 
Ms. Ashley Steele 
Research Support Officer 
Hsteele@usq.edu.auUT  

Te: +61-7-4631 2690 
 
 

Research Excellence Award 
 

 
USQ is delighted to announce its 
2007 Excellence in Research 
Award. The research excellence 
was recommended by the academic 
board to the council that the 
following awards are made to: 
 
Dr. Nam Mai-Duy - Excellence in 
Research (Early Career) 
Dr David Turnbull  - Excellence in 
research (Early Career) and 
Associate Professor Joachim 
Ribbe for Excellence in Research. 
 

 
Dr.Nam Mai-Duy and Dr David Turnbull 

 
Dr. Nam Mai Duy, Vietnamese in 
origin, is an USQ PhD Graduate 
(2002) and a recipient of three 
prestigious post-doctoral fellowship 
awards and an active researcher in 
the domain of Computational 
Mechanics. He has won two 
Australian Research Council 
Discovery Project grants in the 

period 2006-2008, which is an 
immense effort for an early career 
researcher. He has authored 67 
publications including 2 book 
chapter and 40 journal articles. He 
is a referee for several Australian 
and international journals. His 
research efforts have been duly 
recognised by USQ. 
 
Dr David Turnbull , researches in 
a niche area called “Solar 
Radiation”.  His research findings 
are of interest to the community 
both at national and at international 
level. As many as 1600 Australians 
die from skin cancer each year and 
approximately 380,000 Australians 
are treated for skin cancer.  Health 
costs alone have been estimated at 
$264 million each year and Dr 
Turnbull’s research in the domain 
of solar radiation and Vitamin D 
has been receiving wide publicity 
through radio interviews and media 
articles and particularly on “UV 
radiation in shade environments”. 
As an early career researcher, Dr 
Turnbull has won about $178,000 
through competitive grants. He has 
numerous publications and assists 
as an Associate supervisor for post 
graduate students at USQ. 
 
Associate Professor Joachim 
Ribbe, a PhD graduate from 
Flinders University, joined USQ in 
2001. Since joining USQ, he has 
established a national and 
international reputation in the area 
of ocean general circulation 
modelling and general circulation 
modelling. His main focus is upon 
processes that drive rainfall 
variability and the ocean’s 
influence on Australia’s Climate. 
He has over 80 publications of 
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which some are published in highly 
ranked international journals 
including Nature. He has managed 
more than $740,000 in research 
funding obtained through various 
collaborative partnerships with 
government bodies including ARC. 
Dr Ribbe is also an Associate 
Editor of Elsevier journal of Ocean 
Modelling and has membership to 
various committees.  
 

 
Associate Professor Joachim Ribbe 

 
Congratulations to Dr Nam Mai-
Duy, Dr David Turnbull and 
Associate Professor Joachim Ribbe. 
 

RESEARCH CENTRE NEWS 

 
Centre of Excellence in Engineered Fibre 

Composite (CEEFC) 

The Australian Academy of 
Technological Sciences and 
Engineering (ATSE) has funded 
Assoc Professor Thiru Aravindan 
to conduct a two day international 
workshop entitled "Fibre 
Composites in Civil 
Infrastructure - Past, Present 
and Future" .  The funding amount 
is $25,000, which is being funded 
by the Dept of Innovation, 
Industry, Science and Research 
through the International Science 
Linkages element of the Science 
Academies Programme. 

The intention of this workshop is to 
invite eminent researchers and 

ECR's in the field of fibre 
composites to CEEFC and 
showcase R&D activities. 
Subsequently this will also promote 
the regional fibre composite 
industries within Toowoomba. The 
workshop is scheduled for 1-2 
December 2008, which will run 
back to back with the ACMSM20 
Conference scheduled 2-5 
December 2008 at USQ hosted by 
Faculty of Engineering and 
Surveying. Information on 
conference registration and other 
details can be obtained from 
http://www.usq.edu.au/acmsm20/  

FACULTY NEWS 

 “Improving Nurses Decision 
Making Using Wireless 
Handheld Devices" is a 
Queensland Nursing Health Grant 
which was won as a collaborative 
research project between USQ and 
Queensland Health (QH / 
ACRREBP). Associate Professor 
Raj Gururajan and Mr Clint 
Moloney (QH/ACRREBP) are the 
grant winners. The purpose of this 
research is to investigate Nurses’ 
ability to use technology, ability to 
improve efficiency, effectiveness 
and in general ability to improve 
patient safety. 

From left to right Mrs.Viji Gururajan 
(Project Manager), Mr Greg Weale 
(Motorola), Mr Clint Moloney (Queensland 
Health), Andrew Robinson (Motorola), Mr. 
Gary Brady (Commercialisation), Associate 
Professor Raj, Mr. Abdul Hafeez-Baig 
(Technical Support) 

Associate Professor Gururajan was 
delighted to inform that this 
research project was able to bring 
on board a partnership with 
Motorola Company and MIMS  
Australia. Motorola is providing 
several PDA's and wireless 
equipment to this research project   

at a cost of about $35,000, for free 
for a trial to be set up in 
Toowoomba Hospital, Dalby and 
Warwick Health Services. MIMS 
Australia  is providing several 
copies of MIMS software (medical 
dictionary software) to be loaded 
onto PDA’s at no cost.   

Motorola representatives visited 
USQ on 8th May 2008 and handed 
this equipment suite to the research 
team.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Research Ethics 
Officer 

Ms Ashley Steele is appointed 
as University Research Ethics 
Officer. 

 
Ms Ashley Steele 

Ashley’s primary brief is to 
provide to offer advice and 
support to researchers in 
carrying out the ethics 
process necessary for the 
conduct of research within 
and outside of USQ. 
University staff, PhD and 
Masters (research) students 
must obtain ethics approval to 
conduct research involving 
human participants prior to 
commencing research at 
USQ. If you would like to 
contact Ashley regarding the 
ethics process, her email 
address is steele@usq.edu.au 
(Please note that Ashley only 
works 2 days/week, Thursday 
and Friday). 
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ECRG UPDATE 

 

Early Career Researchers 
Group (ECRG) was launched 
on 21 April, 2008. Currently, 
ECRG cohort consists of 31 
members, from all faculties of 
the university. Membership 
applications will continue to be 
accepted throughout the year 
from USQ employees who 
have completed their PhD less 
than 5 years ago, or who 
anticipate finishing their PhD 
in the near future. The launch 
of the ECRG resulted in the 
endorsement of two co-
ordinators of the group 
including Mr Andrew Bulmer  
(Faculty of Science) and Dr 
Hoda Claymont (Faculty of 
Business). The formation of 
the group will strive to create a 
culture of research within 
ECR’s and to foster multi-
disciplinary research. 
Additional opportunities to 
present research and network 
with other ECR’s within and 
outside the university are also 
planned. 
 
For further information, please 
feel free to contact Andrew 
(bulmer@usq.edu.au) or Hoda 
(hoda@usq.edu.au). They look 
forward to hearing from you!  
 

 
Mr. Andrew Bulmer 

 

 

RESEARCH STORY 
 

 

Professor Geraldine Mackenzie, Head of the Law School, is a criminal 
law academic and barrister, and has specialised for the past thirteen 
years on sentencing law.  According to Professor Mackenzie, Australia 
currently lacks much needed national data on public attitudes to the 
sentencing process. 
 

 
Professor Geraldine Mackenzie 

 
Many media articles that follow the sentencing of the more sensational 
criminal cases can give the impression that the courts are getting it 
wrong, and the public is unhappy with the sentencing of the offenders. 
Previous studies tend to show that if provided with more information, 
the public tend to be less, rather than more, punitive than the courts.  
 
Currently there is no Australia-wide study to measure public 
perceptions of the sentencing process.  Professor Mackenzie believes 
that there are a lot of key questions that need to be addressed. They 
range from understanding the current level of public level of confidence 
in sentencing, flexible attitudes to punishments, and conditions under 
which those attitudes are malleable.  The perceived lack of confidence 
by Australians in sentencing and the courts, and consequent punitive 
responses, are a major hurdle to reform and have significant 
consequences for the justice system, criminal justice policy and rule of 
law.  
 
Professor Mackenzie is currently leading a large multidisciplinary team 
from a total of six universities nationally across Australia.  Comprising 
three criminal lawyers and three criminologists, it is the first time that 
such a team has collaborated on a major public perceptions project. 
 
The strength of the research team ensures that the research will have 
maximum credibility and impact.  The methodology for the three year 
study utilises a large national telephone survey in each Australian State 
and Territory, followed by focus groups in two States, to test the 
malleability of public attitudes in response to additional information 
and various conditions.  
 
The research is funded by an Australian Research Council Discovery-
Projects grant. 
 
 
 
Did you Know………….. 
 
The finance officers Ms Abby Pilcher and Mrs Jodie Park have 

moved from “B” block to “J” block. However business is as usual.  
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Research Grants and Post Graduate Research Scholarship 

RESEARCH GRANTS 
Early Career Researcher 
Program 
Deadline:  Monday 9 June 2008 

University of Southern Queensland 
This program supports on a competitive basis, early career researchers with a demonstrated research capacity 
who have little or no experience in applying for financial support and conducting funded research. 
The support of this program will identify the applicant as a member of a research group at USQ and enable the 
publication of their research outcomes that will assist the researcher in the development of a research track 
record and enhance future applications for research funding support. 

http://www.usq.edu.au/research/grants/
ecrp/default.htm  

Pfizer Australia 
Deadline: 23 May 2008 
(Internally 5 May) 

Cardiovascular lipid research grants 
Awarded for the purpose of furthering clinical research across the broad field of cardiovascular disease, stroke 
and lipid disorders 

http://www.cvlgrants.com.au/  

The Harold Mitchell Foundation 
Deadline: None 

Arts and health funding 
Your project or activity must pertain to the field of either the TartsT or ThealthT or a blend of both of these areas 
of interest. Your project should fulfil one or more of the following criteria to be deemed eligible for 
consideration of funding.  
1. TCREATES DISCOVERY T in the arts and or health fields by breaking new ground and setting up 

opportunities for the future.  
2. TINCREASES THE CAPACITY T of communities to foster their arts and health activities and the capacity 

of talented individuals with the commitment and potential to improve our world.  
3. TENABLES ESTABLISHMENT T of arts or health activities with real potential to take off and be ongoing.  

http://www.haroldmitchellfoundation.c
om.au/har_howtoapply.asp  

TIan Potter foundation 
Deadlines: 
General:  Arts and Education 
30 June 2008 
Travel and Conference 
30 June (for travel after 5 
September) 
6 October (for travel after 22 
December) 
Community Wellbeing 
30 June 2008 and 6 October 
2008 
Community Wellbeing 
International Travel 
30 June (for travel after 5 
September) 
6 October (for travel after 22 
December ) 
Small Grants 

The Ian Potter Foundation is one of Australia's leading private philanthropic organisations. The Foundation 
has a track record of funding projects  
led by far sighted individuals and organisations that improve the Australian community's ability to respond 
creatively to social, environmental, science and health issues, and that develop our capacity as a nation through 
the arts and education 
Since its establishment in 1964, The Ian Potter Foundation has funded projects which advance the frontiers of 
knowledge in many areas. For example, Sir Ian Potter was instrumental in the establishment of the Howard 
Florey Institute and the development of the Academy of Science. The Ian Potter Foundation seeks to keep the 
visionary and entrepreneurial spirit of Sir Ian Potter alive through the forward thinking projects it supports 
through its grant program. 

General: 
Hhttp://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/docu
ments/application_general.doc  
Travel and Conference: 
Hhttp://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/docu
ments/application_travel.doc  
Community Wellbeing 
http://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/docu
ments/application_community.doc  
Community Wellbeing International 
Travel 
http://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/docu
ments/application_community_travel.d
oc  
Small Grants 
Hhttp://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/docu
ments/application_small.doc  
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Arts, Community Wellbeing, 
Education 
30 June 2008 and 6 October 
2008 
BHP Billiton 
Deadlines: 1 March, 1 July and 1 
November annually (Next round 
10 June internally) 

Corporate Community Programme 
BHP Billiton invites applications under its corporate community program.  This programme manages a key 
group of partnerships with Australian and international community and environment not-for-profit 
organisations. In addition to the key partnerships, a small number of national projects from non-profit 
organisations in Australia re selected for support each year. These projects generally fall in the range of 
$50,000 to $200,000 although a longer-term project could receive this amount annually for up to 3 years. 
Projects that will provide sustainable long-term social or environmental benefits to Australian or international 
community are preferred. These may include leading edge projects in clinical medical research and research 
into occupational health and safety. 

Hhttp://www.bhpbilliton.com/bbContent
Repository/fundingApplicationFormJa
n08.doc  
 
Hhttp://www.bhpbilliton.com/bbContent
Repository/docs/SustainableDevelopm
ent/Community/Guidelines.pdf.  

The Rio Tinto Aboriginal Fund 
Deadlines: 
�  10th August  (Internally: 1P

st
P 

August) 
�  10th November  (Internally: 

3P

rd
P November) 

 
. 

Research Grant 
SUITABLE INITIATIVES FOR FUNDING  
The Rio Tinto Aboriginal Fund's areas of focus are: 
�  Education  
�  Health  
�  Youth and leadership  
�  Social justice  
�  Cultural celebration  
The Fund provides support for a variety of programs and initiatives, both large and small, across Australia. 
Funding may be provided on a once off basis or over a number of years. The Fund also supports programs 
where different organisations work in partnership, or where funding comes from multiple sources.  
The Rio Tinto Aboriginal Fund especially welcomes applications from Indigenous community organisations.  
The Fund particularly values programs that: 
�  Meet a need expressed by Indigenous people  
�  Are initiated by Indigenous people  
�  Involve Indigenous people in their development, management and implementation  
�  Have community support  
�  Build strength and capacity in Indigenous people and communities  
�  Deliver direct sustainable benefits to Indigenous people  
�  Have clearly defined outcomes.  
Applicants should demonstrate a commitment to working with Indigenous communities to build capacity. 
WHAT ISN'T FUNDED  
Funding is not provided for: 

�  Capital works and expenditure, vehicles, travel (except where it is an essential minor part of a larger 
program supported by the Fund), conferences, exhibitions, events, ventures which are commercial in 
nature, general fund raising appeals, long term recurrent expenditure, programs that are usually 
considered to be in the realm of government, or individual education support costs.  

Research is only supported where it incorporates a community program.  

http://www.aboriginalfund.riotinto.co
m/apply.aspx?ID=6  
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Submissions for funding for the following year shall not be considered before August. 
 
Applicants will be notified within two weeks of lodging their submission as to whether or not the submissions 
are suitable for consideration at the next board meeting. Applicants will be informed of the board members' 
decision at the beginning of the month after the closing date. All unsuccessful applicants will be notified. 
 
The Fund does TnotT require funding recipients to have deductible gift recipient (DGR) status. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to seek funds from a number of sources. 
 
Submissions should demonstrate that the proposed program has been thoughtfully planned. However, the 
board members base funding decisions on the merit of a program, not the quality of the written submission 

Indo-Australian S&T Fund and 
Indo-Australian Biotechnology 
open 4 August 2008  
close 26 September 2008  

Updated guidelines available shortly 
Earth Systems Science has been added to the list of priority areas under Round 

https://sciencegrants.dest.gov.au/AISR
F/Pages/Home.aspx 

Quality Use of Pathology 
Program 2008 Funding Round  
The Department of Health and 
Ageing 

Close Friday 13 June 2008 

The Department of Health and Ageing is seeking applications from health related organisations to provide 
project proposals that will promote and/or develop the quality use of pathology as part of meeting the 
objectives of the Quality Use of Pathology Program (QUPP)  
Funding of up to a total of $2 million is available in the 2008 QUPP Funding Round. Applications for funding 
must be received by the Department of Health and Ageing in Canberra by 5.00pm AEST, Friday 13 June 
2008. Applications may be submitted by post, courier or in electronic format. Information about this and how 
to apply is available on the Department’s Internet site at www.health.gov.au/tenders or by emailing 
qupp@health.gov.au. 

www.health.gov.au/qupp. 

Australia-China Agricultural 
Technical Cooperation (ATC) 
Program 

Close 20 Jun 2008 

 

The ATC Program, administered by the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry, seeks to strengthen the already close relationship between Australia and China in agriculture and 
related areas. It aims to provide an opportunity for Australia to share its expertise and capacity in areas 
relevant to China's needs such as in agricultural development, supply chain management, quarantine 
management, rural adjustment and environmental management. 
 
The ATC Program seeks to build capacity in Chinese government agencies and industry officials to produce 
outcomes closely linked with areas of Australian interest in agricultural trade with China, and address issues 
relevant to both Australia and China to further strengthen the bilateral relationship. 

Information for applicants can be 
found at 
www.daff.gov.au/market-access-
trade/iac/atc-program. Please do not 
hesitate to contact the Program 
Coordinator by ph. 02 6272 3712 or 
email atc@daff.gov.au  if you have 
any queries about the program. 
 

National Health & 
Medical Research 
Council   
 

The training awards will open for application on Friday, 2 May 2008.  You will be able to download the 
relevant Guidelines and Instructions and Application forms in the near future from the website. 
You will need to:  

·  Have adobe professional software in order to complete application forms  
·  Supply academic transcripts and other relevant documentation  
·  Obtain reports from proposed supervisors and referees by the due closing date  

 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/fellows/type
s/granttype/scholars/index.htm#8  

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/fellows/type
s/granttype/training/index.htm 

FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
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Scholarships in Higher 
Education (DEWR) 

Scholarships, fellowships, awards and other sources of funding for study and/or research available through the 
Higher Education Group, DEEWR. 

H   
http://www.dest.gov.au/sectors/higher_
education/policy_issues_reviews/key_i
ssues/scholarship/default.htm#cls#cls 
 

Primary Health Care 
Postgraduate Research 
Scholarship 

The purpose of Primary Health Care Postgraduate Research Scholarships is to encourage graduates to obtain 
formal training in primary health care research, with an emphasis on rural communities.  
 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/fellows/type
s/granttype/scholars/index.htm#8 

Public Health Postgraduate 
Scholarship  

The purpose of Public Health Postgraduate Research Scholarships is to encourage graduates to obtain formal 
training in public health research. 

 As above 

Training Scholarships for 
Indigenous Health Research 

Training Scholarships for Indigenous Australian Health Research are awarded to provide support for research 
training or training leading to research areas of particular relevance to Indigenous Australians.  

As Above 

Biomedical Postgraduate 
Research Scholarships. 

The purpose of the Biomedical Postgraduate Research Scholarships is to encourage honours graduates of 
outstanding ability to gain full-time biomedical research experience while enrolled for a higher degree. 

As Above 

Medical and Dental 
Postgraduate Research 
Scholarships 
o 2 May 2008 – Applications 

open  
o 12 July 2008 –  
o Internal closing date  
·  1 August 2008 – 

Applications close 

Medical and Dental Postgraduate Research Scholarships are awarded to provide support to medical or dental 
graduates undertaking a postgraduate degree involving full-time research.  
 
The aim of the scholarships scheme is to support outstanding Australian health and medical graduates early in 
their career so that they can be trained to conduct research that is internationally competitive and develop a 
capacity for original independent research. This is usually achieved by NHMRC funding its scholars to attain 
a PhD by full-time research. 

As Above 

TRAINING (POST DOCTORAL) FELLOWSHIPS  

Public Health Australian 
Fellowship  

Public Health Fellowships aim to provide full-time training, in Australia, in the field of public health research.  
Health. 
 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/fellows/type
s/granttype/training/index.htm 

Health Professional Research 
Training Fellowship. 

Health Professional Research Training Fellowships aim to provide part-time (50-70%) training for awardees 
who wish to combine their professional career development with a research Training Fellowship in Australia.  

As Above 

Australian Research Training 
Fellowships Part-time  

Australian Research Training Fellowships aim to provide part-time training in biomedical, clinical and public 
health research including the social and behavioural science, in Australia, for awardees who do not have other 
research, clinical or practitioner responsibilities. 

As Above 
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Primary Health Care Australian 
Fellowship 
 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health Research 
Fellowship  
 
o 2 May 2008 - Applications 

open  
o 13 July 2008 – Internal 

Closing  
o 4 July 2008  - Applications 

close  

 

Primary Health Care Fellowships aim to provide full-time training in Primary Health Care research within the 
broader primary health care sector in order to develop and strengthen the Primary Health Care research and 
evaluation of workforce.  

The purpose of this fellowship is to provide a vehicle for research training or training in areas of particular 
relevance to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. The fellowships are to enable Fellows to work on research 
projects under nominated advisers. 

The purpose of NHMRC Training (Postdoctoral) Fellowships is to provide opportunities for Australian 
researchers to undertake research that is both of major importance in its field and of benefit to Australian 
health. Training (Postdoctoral) Fellowships provide a vehicle for training in basic research either in Australia 
or overseas (where appropriate), to enable Fellows to work on research projects with nominated advisers. 
Awards are offered to a limited number of persons of outstanding ability who wish to make research a 
significant component of their career. 

As Above 

TRAVEL GRANTS  
The National Heart Foundation 
of Australia 
Deadline: 2 June and 1 
September 2008 (Internally 12 
May) 

Open to junior researchers working in cardiovascular disease or related areas.  Grants may be awarded to: 
·  Current NHFA fellows and scholars travelling overseas for conference presentation; 
·  Higher degree students travelling overseas for conference presentation; 
·  Junior postdoctoral fellows, with no more than 5 years postdoctoral experience, travelling overseas for 

conference presentation; 
·  Indigenous health researchers travelling within Australia to present their research 
Funding I limited to $2,000 / award.  Applications must be Australian citizens or permanent residents. 

Hhttp://www.heartfoundation.org.au/Tra
vel_Grants.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


