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USQ is delighted to announce the number of academic researchers who 
been successful in wining the prestigious ARC grants in the recent round 
of applications. 
 
USQ has two won two Discovery Grants, one Linkage Grant and One 
Discovery Indigenous Research Grant. In addition, USQ academics in 
partnership with other universities such as Curtin University, Western 
Australia and Griffith University, have won two more Discovery grants. 
 
It is remarkable achievement by our Indigenous staff who won their 
Indigenous grant as one among the nine that were awarded in that 
category. 
 
Overall the ARC success rate for this year is just at 20.4% nationally with 
rate varying across disciplines and across state; however USQ results have 
been impressive. Congratulations to all Winners!  
 

 

DISCOVERY PROJECTS 
 
Discovery Project: Prof AJ Roberts; Dr D Strunin  
 
Project Title:  Effective and accurate model dynamics, deterministic 
and stochastic, across multiple space and time scales, 2009 -2011  
 
Project Summary  

A persistent feature of complex systems in 
engineering and science is the emergence of 
macroscopic, coarse grained, coherent 
behaviour from the interactions of 
microscopic agents (molecules, cells, grains) 
and with their environment. In current 
modelling, ranging from ecology to materials 
science, the underlying microscopic 
mechanisms are often known, but the closures 
to translate micro-scale knowledge to a 
system level macroscopic description are 
rarely available in closed form.  
  
         

          Dr Dmitry Stunin 
Our novel methodology will explore this stumbling block, and promises to 
radically change the modelling, exploration and understanding of multi-
scale complex system behaviour. 
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Discovery Project: Dr H Wang 
 
Project Title:  Limiting disclosure of private info rmation in relational database systems, 2009 -2011 
 

Project Summary 
Enterprises are deeply concerned about customers' privacy issues and try to build 
solid trust to attract customers. This project continues development of new purpose-
based frameworks and private information assurance requirements in relational 
database systems. The frameworks will identify and address  
issues of protecting private information; and to specify and enforce privacy rules to 
support identified issues. It aims to develop techniques for purpose-based usage 
control and detecting possible conflicts between obligations. The approach leads to a 
great understanding of advocating limited disclosure in usage control systems. The 
project develops fundamental enabling methodologies for the information and 
communication industry. 
 
Dr Wang was delighted to win this ARC grant, his third as a Chief Investigator since 
2006. 

          Dr Hua Wang 
 
 
Discovery Project: Prof DF Treagust; Prof BG Waldrip ; Prof VR Prain; A/Prof MG Zadnik 
 
Project Title:  Using multiple representations for systematic assessment to improve learning in secondary 
school science, 2009 -2011 
 
Administering Organisation: Curtin University of Te chnology 
 

Project Summary 
Coupled with the priority of future prosperity and health of Australia; this project aims 
to establish a body of research that facilitates excellence in assessing learning. Research 
studies have identified concerns about the nature and effectiveness of assessment 
practices. This project, by taking an innovative perspective on assessment issues in 
secondary science, when student future plans geminate, has the potential to lay the 
foundation for more effective learning, increased retention into post compulsory 
science and enhanced science literacy. By focusing on effective representational 
assessment strategies, the project has the capacity to enhance teachers' pedagogy and 
student learning, resulting in a more scientific literate society. 

 
 

Assoc Prof Bruce Waldrip 
 
Discovery Project: Prof N Dempster; A/Prof AJ Lizzio; Dr JL Skinner; A/Prof DC Andrews; Dr MB Keeffe 
 
Project Title:  Understanding adolescent leadership for civic engagement in secondary schools and community 
groups 2009 – 2011 Administering Organisation: Griffith University 

 
Project Summary: 
 
Using the 'research voice' of adolescents as an investigation technique, this project will 
develop new conceptual knowledge to inform youth-centric leadership interventions 
aimed at engaging young people in civic action in schools and community groups. The 
key benefit is the discovery of new understandings about youth leadership and its 
connection to enhanced civic engagement, both prerequisites for responsible 
citizenship in workplaces and the wider community.  
 
 
 
 
 

Assoc Prof Dorothy Andrews 
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LINKAGE PROJECTS  

Team Members:  A/Prof R Gururajan; A/Prof JA Gow; A/Prof J Soar; Dr K Alam; Prof BH Thomas; Dr J 
Stanek; Prof C Kesavan; Mr C Moloney; Mr BR Avery, APDI Mr BR Avery  
Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s) : Queensland Health , RMK Engineering College, ACRREBP (Joanne 
Briggs Institute), University of Southern Queensland  
Project Title: Implementing Tele-auscultation for remote user health services in Australia: A case study 
with economic evaluation, 2009 -2011  

 

 

 

 

 

(From Left to Right – Back Row) Assoc Prof Jeffrey Soar, Assoc Prof Jeff Gow, Mr Clint Moloney, Front Row Assoc Prof Raj Gururajan 
 
Project summary 
By reducing the requirement for patients to travel to major centres for assessment, this project is expected to 
result in significant direct savings per individual patient. Indirect cost reductions will also result from the 
minimisation of travel for patients, with the potential for national savings in transport infrastructure costs, 
greenhouse gases emissions, and decreasing other undesirable consequences of either private or public transport 
travel for patients and/or specialist physicians. Further indirect benefits include incidental learning by staff 
working with patients in remote location through the remote link. Other advantages include happier patients as 
they will not need to leave their home and loved ones as often. 
 
Health departments spend a significant amount of their budget to assist patients travelling to major centres for 
assessment prior to surgery or for routine checks.  This travel is both expensive and disruptive. Tele-auscultation 
using digital stethoscope offers an alternative for a significant amount of this travel. ARC funded the 
development of a refined design for a digital stethoscope that can work with Queensland Tele-health with $480, 
000 in 2007. This amount was supported with industry cash of $170 000. While the development will produce a 
user friendly, remote patient assessment tele-auscultation integrated device, an economic assessment is essential 
to justify the investment made as well as the benefits that can be gained. While the benefits of the project 
include real-time interaction between specialists and remote patients; incidental learning by remotely located 
health workers; less disruption to patients and more effective use of the medical professionals’ time, to date 
there is no data to support these benefits. ARC funded $240 000 in 2008 (in the recently released 
announcement) to support a proper economic analysis. This support is in addition to industry cash of $210 000. 
Thus, the team has attracted a total of about $1.1M to develop, test and assess the benefits of digital stethoscope 
applicable to Queensland Tele-health. The projects are supported by an Indian partner and managed via the USQ 
Business Link. Associate Professor Raj Gururajan is leading the project with colleagues from USQ and RMK 
Engineering College, India.  

 
 

DISCOVERY INDIGENOUS RESEARCHERS GRANT 
 

Team Members: Ms G Garvey; Dr VL Beesley; Dr PC Valery; Dr M Janda; Dr PK O'Rourke; Prof AC Green  
 
Project Title: Evaluation of an Instrument to Assess the Needs of Indigenous Patients with Cancer, 2009 -
2010  
 
Project summary 
 
There is an urgent need to address the differentials in health outcomes for Indigenous populations through a 
variety of programs addressing access to cancer care. An important part of any health program is measurement 
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of health outcomes. This proposed research will develop and evaluate culturally sensitive needs assessment tools 
to ensure that the future of service provision is targeted to meet the priority needs of Indigenous cancer patients. 
Armed with an appropriate understanding of Indigenous peoples needs and how to assess these, care provision 
will be able to improve and maintain good health and also ensure that resource allocation is provided with 
considered economic, social and community benefits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Assoc Prof Gail Garvey (Queensland Institute of Medical Research) 

Associate Professor Garvey is the Head of Indigenous Research Unit at Queensland Institute of Medical 
Research (QIMR), aligned with the Cancer and Population Studies Group and investigating the role of 
environmental factors contributing the causation and prognosis of chronic condition (ie) Cancer and its 
precursors.  Associate Professor Garvey is associated with CRRAH centre at USQ working on collaborative 
projects such as Dementia in Urban, Rural and Remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities 
funded by CRC, QUT.  

 
ORHD NEWS  

 
ARC Linkage Project Workshop 

 
ORHD conducted an ARC linkage Project workshop on 21 October 2008. This workshop was designed to assist 
USQ Staff with understanding the fundamental components of an ARC Linkage grant application, and to learn 
about ARC Linkage guidelines from experienced researchers and research managers.  Details from the 
workshop (PowerPoint presentation) can be obtained from Mrs Jill Albion, please call 4631 1892 or email 
albionj@usq.edu.au  
 
 

Research Support Officer 
 

Ms Ann Strutt is appointed as Office of Research & Higher Degrees 
Research Support Officer.  
 
Ann’s role within the Office of Research is Assistant to Dr Ren Yi (Director 
of ORHD) and to provide administrative support to ORHD. Ann can be 
contacted on strutta@usq.edu.au or 4631 2955 
 
 
 

            Ms Ann Strutt 
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PROFILE OF A RESEARCH CENTRE  

 
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN ENGINEERED FIBRE COMPOSITES  (CEEFC) 

 
USQ’s Centre of Excellence in Engineered Fibre Composites (CEEFC), formerly known as Fibre Composites 
Design and Development (FCDD), is one of the leading research centres in Australia. It has an international 
reputation for pioneering research and development for the application of fibre composites in engineering 
infrastructure. It has established itself as a leading research centre through its dedicated and experienced 
research and technical staff. The multi-disciplinary expertise of its members with a diverse cultural background 
puts CEEFC in a unique environment. 
 
The Centre's Executive Director, Professor Frank Bullen, also serves as the Dean (Faculty of Engineering and 
Surveying) and Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research) at USQ.  A postdoctoral research fellow and couple of PhD 
students have joined during this year and more are expected to join us next year. The expertise of our members 
includes structural, materials and mechanical engineering, materials and polymer science, manufacturing 
technologies. Through its multi-disciplinary staff with combined expertise CEEFC provides the following 
services: 
�  Engineered solutions for the industry through its research and development collaborations 
�  Research training at postdoctoral, postgraduate and undergraduate levels including student and staff 

exchange programs 
�  Professional training and education in the form of online postgraduate courses, short courses, workshops 

and seminars 
�  Consultancy and testing services in the areas of structures, materials, polymers and computational 

modelling and analysis. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Left to Right - Back Row) Mr Robert Witherspoon, Assoc Prof Thiru Aravinthan, Mr Martin Geach, Mr Wayne Crowell, Mr Atul Sakhiya, 
(Front Row) - Dr Francisco Cardona, Mr Allan Manalo, Dr Mainul Islam, Assoc Prof Karu Karunasena, Dr Jayantha Epaarachchi and Mr 

Mohan Trada. (Absent: Prof Frank Bullen, Dr Harry Ku, Dr David Thorpe and Dr Hao Wang) 
 

CEEFC's research breakthroughs have received national and international recognition which include: 
 

·  Australia’s first fibre composite bridge developed in collaboration with industry partners 
·  innovation of fibre composite walers for use in marinas and floating walkways 
·  fibre composite alternatives for hardwood timber bridge beams 
·  other structural components such as fibre composite railway sleepers and trusses 
·  innovative structural rehabilitation 

 
The structural applications of advanced fibre composites developed by CEEFC have been accredited by the 
Australian Technology Showcase since 2000 and were renewed in 2007. 
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Our current projects include:  

·  Development of fibre composite alternatives for bridge beams 
·  Development in bio-composites 
·  Fibre optic sensor technology for structural health monitoring 
·  Long-term dynamic behaviour of fibre composite structures 
·  Behaviour of innovative sandwich panels for civil infrastructure. 

 
CEEFC is equipped with state-of-the-art facilities to provide structural, materials and polymer testing and 
consultancy services to industry. 
 
One of the highlights of CEEFC’s actitivy for 2008 is the 2-day international workshop on Fibre Composites in 
Civil Infrastructure (FCCI) - Past, Present and Future to be held at USQ Toowoomba on 1st and 2nd of 
December 2008. (http://www.usq.edu.au/fcci/). Further information about CEEFC can be found on 
http://www.usq.edu.au/ceefc/ 

 

FACULTY NEWS 

BUSINESS 
Computer Sciences of India invited Associate 
Professor Gururajan to conduct a half-day 
workshop on his health informatics projects. This 
invitation was extended for the CSI 2008 
Convention and the South East Asian Regional 
Computer Confederation (SEARCC) held on 
September 10 – 13 in Chennai, India. Dr. 
Gururajan is one of the five international key note 
participants asked to present a workshop on 
advanced computing concepts. He presented his 
wireless technology for health research to CSI, 
India. 
 
The SEARCC committee invited Dr. Gururajan 
based on his cutting edge research in the domain of 
remote user technologies such as the PDA project 
for health service delivery, his sleep study online 
intelligent diary and the digital stethoscope for 
remote patient assessment. The workshop was well 
received with about 60 participants from Indian IT 
and health industry attending the workshop.  
 
The workshop delivered by Dr. Gururajan also 
enabled him to renew ties with a major Engineering 
University in the city of Chennai. Dr. Gururajan 
presented his work to the Product Management 
Development Association (PDMA) and the 
Medical Engineering Group in this university. In 
addition to this, Motorola India approached Dr. 
Gururajan for collaborative research in the domain 
of health technology.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assoc Prof Raj Gururajan and Indian Doctors 

SCIENCES 
The roles and responsibilities of human research 
ethics were explored at a public lecture at 
University Brunei Darussalam (UBD). Presenting 
the talk was Dr Patrick Desmond Coates, chairman 
of the Human Research Ethics Committee, USQ.  

In the lecture entitled "Human Research Ethics 
Committee (HREC): Roles and Common Issues", 
Dr Coates shared his experiences in the conduct of 
research ethics with some 40 people in the hopes 
that they may learn from one another for the benefit 
of good research.  

Dr Coates first spoke of the 
Tuskegee Experiment in 
Alabama which led to review 
of health-related ethics in the 
USA regarding the rights of 
research participants to be 
treated according to the 
principles of beneficence, 
justice and respect. 

  Dr Desmond Coates 
The area of research itself requires the involvement 
of human participants on both sides. On one side 
are the researchers, enthusiastic and insightful 
specialists who can see the often life-saving 
potential of their projects.  

On the other are the participants: trusting lay-
persons who are willing to place not only their 
time, but sometimes their safety and their physical 
and mental integrity in the hands of a handful of 
strangers.  

The HREC, whose dual roles require them to be 
advocates and protectors of the participants on one 
hand, and facilitators of good research on the 
other,. While most research projects are relatively 



Office of Research & Higher Degree’s Newsletter October - November 2008 7 

straightforward, some require all the varied talents 
of research ethics committee members to judge 
wisely. This is the case especially when medical or 
pharmaceutical research is involved, Dr Coates, 
highlighted that an institutional HREC should be 
capable of managing conflicts of interest, 
monitoring research, handling complaints and 
ensuring accountability.  

The capable people include laypeople who have no 
affiliation with the institution and do not currently 
engage in medical, scientific, legal or academic 
work, a lawyer who is not engaged to advise the 
institution as well as a person who performs a 
pastoral care role in a community. The types of 
research which require an HREC review include all 
research that involves more than low or negligible 
risks like interventions and therapies, including 
clinical and non-clinical trials, and innovations; 
human genetics and human stem cells.  

The institute is responsible for resolving and 
reviewing conflicts, ensure that resources to 
conduct research and establish good 
communication between the institution(s), the 
HREC and researches.  

The above lecture attracted local doctors from the 
Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha (Ripas) hospital 
as well as UBD lecturers. The lecture was also 
attended by Datin Paduka Apsah Hj Abdul Majid, 
permanent secretary (core education) of the 
Ministry of Education.   

 

 
Ever got angry while 
stuck in a traffic jam 
and taken a few deep 
breaths or listened to 
music to cope with your 
anger? If so, then you 
were engaging in some 
basic emotion 
regulation. Prof. Peter 
Terry of the Faculty of 
Sciences is part of an 
international network of 
researchers that has just  

         Prof Peter Terry 
 
been awarded a research grant of $5.5 million (£2.2 
million) over four years by the Economic and 
Social Research Council in the United Kingdom. 
The research grant has been awarded to investigate 
Emotion Regulation of Others and Self (EROS) 
under the leadership of Dr. Peter Totterdell at the 
Institute of Work Psychology, part of Sheffield 
University. EROS includes investigators from 

seven psychological disciplines based at five U.K. 
Universities plus international collaborators.  
 
“EROS is a very wide-ranging program of research, 
incorporating 19 separate projects, with 
applications in areas such as organisational 
effectiveness, mental health, child and family 
development, and sport performance” Prof. Terry 
explained. His role is to work with long-time 
collaborator, Prof. Andrew Lane of the University 
of Wolverhampton, to investigate the psychology 
of emotion regulation in sport. Two postdoctoral 
research fellows based in Wolverhampton will soon 
be appointed to assist with the project. EROS will 
help to fund collaboration between Professors Lane 
and Terry, the associated research costs, and the 
dissemination of findings at international 
conferences, commencing in early 2009 and 
running through to just after the London Olympic 
Games in 2012. Prof. Terry enthused, “It’s very 
exciting to be involved in a project of this scale, 
even in a peripheral role. It will certainly help to 
facilitate my ongoing collaboration with Prof. 
Lane, and to move our understanding of emotion 
regulation forward”  

EDUCATION 

Associate Professor Romina 
Jamieson-Proctor (Associate 
Director, Fraser Coast) was 
awarded Best Paper in the ICT 
in Action Strand at the 
Australian Computers in 
Education Conference that 
was held in Canberra last 
week. 
 

Assoc Prof Romina 
Jamieson Proctor 
Her paper is entitled ACT to improve ICT use for 
learning: A synthesis of studies of teacher 
confidence in using ICT in two Queensland 
schooling systems 
 
To be awarded Best Paper, the paper was first 
double-blind peer reviewed and nominated by the 
reviewers for the best paper award. All papers that 
were nominated by reviewers were then reviewed 
by the conference chair and at least 1 other member 
of the panel review team and following this process 
the Best Paper was awarded. The paper will be 
published now in the Australian Educational 
Computing Journal which has an A ranking and is 
one of the two top computer education journals in 
Australia. Romina's paper (along with another 
presented at the same conference) can be found at: 
http://www.acec2008.info/confpapers/default2.asp?
pid=7522         
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Research Grants and Post Graduate Research Scholarship 

RESEARCH GRANTS 
JD SMYTH POSTGRADUATE 
TRAVEL AWARDS 
Australian Society for 
Parasitology, AU  
Deadline: 30 June and 31 
December annually 

Grants enable students to travel overseas to gain knowledge on techniques that may not be available in 
Australia, to form liaisons that may benefit their careers in the longer term and to promote the cause of 
parasitology in Australia.  
 
The Australian Society for Parasitology invites applications for its postgraduate travel awards. Financial 
assistance is to be provided to full-time postgraduate student members of at least six months standing who are 
enrolled at a recognised Australian university. Grants enable students to travel overseas to gain knowledge on 
techniques that may not be available in Australia, to form liaisons that may benefit their careers in the longer 
term and to promote the cause of parasitology in Australia. The fellowship is not provided for the primary 
purpose of attending a conference. The maximum value of the fellowship is to be determined annually by the 
council. 

http://www.parasite.org.au/Smyth.html 

PARTNERSHIPS-ALLIANCES 
FACILITATION 
PROGRAMME 
Queensland Department of 
State Development, Trade and 
Innovation, AU  
No deadline. 

This provides funding to facilitate Queensland-based applicants to identify, facilitate and formulate 
collaborative funding proposals to submit to relevant Queensland, national or international funding schemes. 
The programme will provide one-off grants of up to $100,000, offered for a maximum period of 12 months.  
The Queensland Department of State Development, Trade and Innovation invites applications for funding 
from its partnerships-alliances facilitation programme. This provides funding to facilitate Queensland-based 
applicants to identify and formulate collaborative funding proposals to submit to relevant Queensland, national 
or international funding schemes. The objective is to encourage and help secure the participation of 
Queensland-based organisations in cutting edge and high profile research, development and innovation 
collaborations. 
 
The following research priorities have been identified: enabling sciences and technologies; environmentally 
sustainable Queensland; health and wellbeing; safeguarding Queensland; smart industries; tropical 
opportunities. 
 
The programme will provide one-off grants of up to $100,000, offered for a maximum period of 12 months. 
Project proposals must indicate a funding body to which the funding proposal will be submitted, have a 
Queensland-based lead applicant and involve a research organisation and ideally an industry partner. Project 
proposals must have funding that is matched by a cash contribution at a rate of no less than 1:1. 
 

http://www.dtrdi.qld.gov.au/dsdweb/v4
/apps/web/content.cfm?id=1581 

Australian Rotary Health 
Research Fund 
Applications Open: 29 
September 2008 
Applications Close: 12 
December 2008  
 

Is currently offering a number of opportunities for funding in specific areas of medical and health research.  
Please check out the attached flyers and contact me if you would like more information or wish to submit an 
application to any of these.  
  
Please note it is offered under the Funding Partner scheme which is a three-way financial commitment 
between a co-funding Rotary Club or District, the ARHRF, and the administering university or research 
institute. We are currently funding 40 PhD students Australia-wide with research funding totalling over 

www.arhrf.org.au 
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$1,000,000 in medical and mental health research. 
  
Applications are available for download from Monday, 29th September 2008 from our website 
www.arhrf.org.au. The closing date for all applications is Friday, 12th December 2008.  
  
Please contact the Research Officer Kelly Anne Martinez  or Joshua Pickham  on the contact details listed 
below if you have any further enquiries.  
  
 Research grant investigating Autism. We are looking Australia wide for applicants.    
 PhD Scholarship investigating Kidney Disease. We are looking Australia wide for applicants.  
 PhD Scholarship investigating Parkinsons Disease. We are looking Australia wide for applicants.  
 PhD Scholarship investigating Neuro - Degenerative Disease. We are looking Australia wide for applicants 
 PhD Scholarship investigating Multiple Sclerosis. We are looking Australia wide for applicants. 
 PhD Scholarship investigating The cancer Geonome. We are looking for Queensland applicants. 
 PhD Scholarship investigating Alzheimers Disease. We are looking for Queensland applicants 
  
ARHRF Contact: 
Joshua Pickham /Kelly Anne Martinez  
Research Assistant 
Australian Rotary Health Research Fund 
PO Box 3455 
Parramatta, NSW, 2124 
Ph: (02) 8837 1900 
Fax: (02) 9635 5042 
www.arhrf.org.au  
 

The CRC for Rail Innovation 
(Rail CRC) 
 

Selection of Postgraduate 
Research Projects  

Postgraduate Research Proposals 
are invited in late 
September/early October of each 
year. These proposals are ranked 
and shortlisted by the Rail CRC 
Scholarship Committee.  

Successful candidates will be 
advised in late December or 
early January 

PhD and Masters-by-Research Full and Top-up Scholarships  
The CRC for Rail Innovation (Rail CRC) is expanding the numbers of specialists with training in the rail 
industry by providing post-graduate scholarships for PhD and Masters students.  

Postgraduate research scholarships are targeting each of the following six interrelated research themes 
identified by the Rail CRC:  

·  Reduction in emissions/climate change  
·  Unleashing rail capacity  
·  Improving rail safety  
·  Developing human capital  
·  Urban mobility and  
·  Development/Application of technology  
 
Description of the Awards  

PhD and Masters-by-Research scholarships (tax exempt) will be awarded by the Rail CRC. Full PhD 

cgourlay@railcrc.net.au  
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scholarships of $30,000/year are offered, as well as top-up stipends to Australian Postgraduate Awards 
(APA) and other awards, to bring the stipend up to 30,000/year.  

Masters scholarships of up to $30,000/year are also offered.  

Students are strongly encouraged to apply for other awards to increase the likelihood of obtaining a Rail CRC 
scholarship.  

All scholarship holders receive a generous operating allowance and a professional development allowance of 
$5,000/year, as well as industry-relevant professional development opportunities as a member of an 
international research and education network.  

Scholarships are offered through the Rail CRC’s university partners – Central Queensland University, 
Queensland University of Technology, University of Wollongong, The University of Queensland, the 
University of South Australia and Monash University. Depending on the research focus, Rail CRC 
postgraduate research students could also be based with the industry participants.  

How to Apply  

Please direct research enquiries to the Research Director, Dr. Chris Gourlay (07) 3412 9597 or 
cgourlay@railcrc.net.au or for general enquiries/application forms contact the Executive Assistant, Angela 
Christie, phone (07) 3221 2716 or email achristie@railcrc.net.au  

The Marten Bequest 
Travelling Scholarships 2009 
 
Now open 
Closing date for entries: 
Friday 31 October 2008 

Providing Assistance for Young Talented Australians 
These scholarships provide support for students in a variety of categories to help them further their cultural 
education and achieve their dreams. They are awarded each year for study, maintenance and travel either in 
Australia or overseas. 
 
Two scholarships of $25,000 each offered in every one of the following categories:  
·  Architecture 
·  Ballet 
·  Instrumental Music 
·  Painting 
·  Sculpture 
·  Singing 
How to Apply: 
For terms and conditions please refer to the application form which may be downloaded at.  Request for 
application forms or enquiries should be directed to: 
www.trust.com.au/philanthropy/awards 
Cauz Group Pty Ltd 
Telephone:  (02) 9144 2415 
Email: trustawards@cauzgroup.com.au 
 

www.trust.com.au/philanthropy/awards  

Evaluation Grants: 
Applications Open: 28th 

Rural Health –Research Grants 
 

As above 
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June 2008 
Applications Close: 28th 
October 2008 
Outcome Notification: 
December 2008 

The Australian Rotary Health Research Fund has made available $200,000 for three years to support five (5) 
or more research proposals to a maximum of $40,000 per proposal (no more than one proposal will be funded 
per State or Territory).    
  
The funding will support research projects which are designed to improve the quality of existing services or to 
evaluate new evidence-based services that have the potential restore or promote the health of Australian living 
in rural and/or remote area. 

Applications Open: 28th June 
2008 
Applications Close: 28th 
October 2008 
Outcome Notification: 
December 2008  
 

Improving Mental Health Services –Research Grants 
 
This area of research funding was suggested due to requests from local service providers to have their services 
evaluated. This type of research would not be competitive in the existing round of grant applications due to the 
current high ranking of Scientific Excellence.   
ARHRF will fund Mental Health Services Evaluation, initially for three years, at $500,000 per year.   The 
Fund aims to support projects, which have the potential to help improve the effectiveness of services to restore 
and promote the mental health of Australians. 

As Above 

The Harold Mitchell Foundation 
Deadline: None 

Arts and health funding 
 
Your project or activity must pertain to the field of either the arts or health or a blend of both of these areas of 
interest. Your project should fulfil one or more of the following criteria to be deemed eligible for consideration 
of funding.  
1. CREATES DISCOVERY in the arts and or health fields by breaking new ground and setting up 

opportunities for the future.  
2. INCREASES THE CAPACITY  of communities to foster their arts and health activities and the capacity 

of talented individuals with the commitment and potential to improve our world.  
3. TENABLES ESTABLISHMENT T of arts or health activities with real potential to take off and be 

ongoing.  

http://www.haroldmitchellfoundation.c
om.au/har_howtoapply.asp  

BHP Billiton 
Deadlines: 1 March, 1 July and 1 
November annually (Next round 
10 October internally) 

Corporate Community Programme 
BHP Billiton invites applications under its corporate community program.  This programme manages a key 
group of partnerships with Australian and international community and environment not-for-profit 
organisations. In addition to the key partnerships, a small number of national projects from non-profit 
organisations in Australia re selected for support each year. These projects generally fall in the range of 
$50,000 to $200,000 although a longer-term project could receive this amount annually for up to 3 years. 
Projects that will provide sustainable long-term social or environmental benefits to Australian or international 
community are preferred. These may include leading edge projects in clinical medical research and research 
into occupational health and safety. 

TUhttp://www.bhpbilliton.com/bbContent
Repository/fundingApplicationFormJa
n08.docUTH  
 
HThttp://www.bhpbilliton.com/bbContent
Repository/docs/SustainableDevelopm
ent/Community/Guidelines.pdfUT 

The Rio Tinto Aboriginal Fund 
Deadlines: 
�  10th February  
�  10th May   (Internally: 1Pst

P 
May) 

�  10th August  (Internally: 1P

st
P 

Research Grant 
SUITABLE INITIATIVES FOR FUNDING  
The Rio Tinto Aboriginal Fund's areas of focus are: 

·  Education  
·  Health  
·  Youth and leadership  

 
HTUhttp://www.aboriginalfund.riotinto.co
m/apply.aspx?ID=6UT 
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August) 
10th November  (Internally: 3 P

rd
P 

November 

·  Social justice  
·  Cultural celebration  

The Fund provides support for a variety of programs and initiatives, both large and small, across Australia. 
Funding may be provided on a once off basis or over a number of years. The Fund also supports programs 
where different organisations work in partnership, or where funding comes from multiple sources.  
The Rio Tinto Aboriginal Fund especially welcomes applications from Indigenous community organisations.  
The Fund particularly values programs that: 

·  Meet a need expressed by Indigenous people  
·  Are initiated by Indigenous people  
·  Involve Indigenous people in their development, management and implementation  
·  Have community support  
·  Build strength and capacity in Indigenous people and communities  
·  Deliver direct sustainable benefits to Indigenous people  
·  Have clearly defined outcomes.  

Applicants should demonstrate a commitment to working with Indigenous communities to build capacity. 
WHAT ISN'T FUNDED  
Funding is not provided for: 

·  Capital works and expenditure, vehicles, travel (except where it is an essential minor part of a 
larger program supported by the Fund), conferences, exhibitions, events, ventures which are 
commercial in nature, general fund raising appeals, long term recurrent expenditure, programs 
that are usually considered to be in the realm of government, or individual education support 
costs.  

Research is only supported where it incorporates a community program.  
Submissions for funding for the following year shall not be considered before August. 
 
Applicants will be notified within two weeks of lodging their submission as to whether or not the submissions 
are suitable for consideration at the next board meeting. Applicants will be informed of the board members' 
decision at the beginning of the month after the closing date. All unsuccessful applicants will be notified. 
 
The Fund does not require funding recipients to have deductible gift recipient (DGR) status. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to seek funds from a number of sources. 
 
Submissions should demonstrate that the proposed program has been thoughtfully planned. However, the 
board members base funding decisions on the merit of a program, not the quality of the written submission 

EDUCATION GRANTS 
Ian Potter Foundation, AU 
Deadline:  
6 October 2008 and 
 2 February, 1 June and 1 
October 2009 

Grants in this area are strongly influenced by the foundation's other interests, particularly the environment, the 
arts and community wellbeing. Small grants are made for amounts below $20,000 and general grants for 
amounts above $20,000.  
The Ian Potter Foundation is inviting applications for its research grants to support projects in education. 
Grants in this area are strongly influenced by the foundation's other interests, particularly the environment, the 
arts and community wellbeing. Current priorities include: 

http://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/educ
ation.html  
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·  early childhood education; 
·  volunteerism in schools and communities; 
·  school-family linkages; 
·  science education; 
·  Education in rural and regional areas.  

Funding objectives are to support educational policy research of outstanding quality and to support educational 
programmes of benefit to the general community. Small grants are made for amounts below $20,000 and 
general grants for amounts above $20,000 

ARTS GRANTS 
Ian Potter Foundation, AU 
Deadline:  
6 October 2008 and 
 2 February, 1 June and 1 
October 2009 

Funding currently focuses on education, audience development and the arts as a vehicle for building a sense of 
community. Small grants are made for amounts below $20,000 and general grants for amounts above $20,000.  
The Ian Potter Foundation is inviting applications for its research grants to support projects in the arts. Funding 
currently focuses on education, audience development and the arts as a vehicle for building a sense of 
community. Applicants must be organisations with both deductible gift recipient and tax concession charity 
status, and be based in Australia. Small grants are made for amounts below $20,000 and general grants for 
amounts above $20,000. 

http://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/arts.h
tml 

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR 
SUPPORT  
Australian Agency for 
International Development 
AusAID, AU 
Deadline: applications must be 
received at least three months 
prior to the seminar date 

This scheme funds attendance at international development-oriented seminars in Australia and overseas. A 
minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $50,000 may be provided for any one seminar.  
 
The Australian Agency for International Development invites applications for its international seminar support 
scheme. This scheme funds attendance at international development-oriented seminars in Australia and 
overseas. International seminars are defined as seminars, conferences, workshops and symposia at which over 
20 per cent of the expected participants (for seminars of less than 100 total participants), or over 20 individuals 
(for conferences of 100 or more total participants), will be from developing countries outside the country 
where the seminar is to be held. Normally a minimum of 25 participants would take part. 
 
Organisers of the seminar apply on behalf of the participants. Seminars must be initiated or co-sponsored by an 
Australian organisation. Non-Australian organisers of seminars held overseas can seek funding assistance for 
Australians, if the participant is invited either as a keynote speaker or key resource person. 
 
Applicants must demonstrate that the seminar will assist in a practical way to reduce poverty and achieve 
sustainable development in developing countries. Priority is given to short seminars with a clear focus and 
practical value, and priority is given to seminars that focus on: 
 

·  poverty reduction including, employment generation; 
·  good governance, human rights and participatory development; 
·  private sector development; 
·  sustainable improvement of production and productivity in agriculture and other sectors, including 

technology transfer; 
·  economic policy reform, including trade and income related issues; 

http://www.ausaid.gov.au/business/oth
er_opps/isss.cfm 
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·  health and population, particularly primary health and child and maternal health; 
·  education, including adult literacy and distance education; 
·  urbanisation and infrastructure development; 
·  environment and development; 
·  peace, conflict and development. 
·  A minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $50,000 may be provided for any one seminar. Seminars in 

the following countries will be eligible for funding: 
 Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia. 

The Whitley Laing Foundation 
(UK) 
Deadline:  31 October 2008 

Invites applications for its awards for conservation projects. The awards are presented in recognition of 
conservation leaders from around the world who are applying sustained effort to conserve the natural 
environment. Areas of interest include, but are not limited to: protecting endangered ecosystems and species, 
promoting sustainability, and influencing environmental policies. The aim is to provide the winner with: 
international recognition that enhances their credibility; worldwide media visibility for their project; financial 
support to pursue their ongoing conservation work; a supportive international network of other winners and 
friends through which to solicit advice and support. 

It is expected that nine awards, including one Whitley gold award, will be made at a value of £30,000 each. 
The gold award is worth £60,000. 

http://www.whitley-
award.org/the_awards.php  

The National Biography Award 
 
Deadline:  24 October 2008 

The State Library of New South Wales invites nominations for its national biography award. This recognises 
the highest standards in biographical and autobiographical writing in Australia. Nominees must be living 
Australian citizens or hold permanent resident status. The work should have been published between 20 
August 2007 and 21 August 2008 and should be commercially available in Australia from 20 August 2007 to 
21 August 2008. The prize is valued at $20,000. Jointly authored work will be considered. 

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/award
s/biography.html  

Library Council of New South 
Wales 
 
Deadline:  15 December 2008 

Short-term fellowships for visiting scholars 

The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Yale University invites applications for its short-term 
fellowships program. The aim of the fellowships is to support visiting scholars pursuing postdoctoral or 
equivalent research using the library collections. The Beinecke collections afford opportunities for 
interdisciplinary research in such fields as medieval, Renaissance, and eighteenth-century studies, art history, 
photography, American studies, the history of printing, and modernism in art and literature. 
The fellowships will pay for travel costs to and from New Haven and a living allowance of $4,500 per month 
and are designed to provide access to the library for scholars who live outside the greater New Haven area. 
Fellowships, normally granted for one month, must be taken up between September 1, 2009 and May 31, 
2010. Recipients are expected to be in residence during the period of their award. 

http://www.library.yale.edu/beinecke/b
rbleduc/brblapplyvisiting.html  

The Wellcome Trust UK 
 
Deadline:  17 November 2008 

Translation awards 

The Wellcome Trust invites preliminary proposals under its technology transfer translation awards scheme. 
Translation awards are response-mode grants designed to bridge the funding gap in the commercialisation of 
new technologies in the biomedical area. 

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/T
echnology-
transfer/Awards/Translation-Awards/  
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Projects covering any aspect of product or technology development with origins in the biomedical, physical, 
chemical, engineering, computational or materials sciences are eligible, providing the project: 

·  addresses a defined need in health care or in applied medical research; 
·  offer a potential new solution; 
·  have a realistic expectation that the innovation will be developed further by the market. 

Not-for-profit research institutions or companies based in the UK or RoI are eligible to apply. Overseas 
organisations should confirm their eligibility status with the technology transfer department before applying. 
UK organisations may contract or collaborate with overseas organisations. 

Deadline: preliminary applications 17 November 2008 

Australian Partnership for 
Advanced Computing (APAC) 
 
Deadline:  2 November 2008 
 
 
 

Merit allocation scheme grants 

The Australian Partnership for Advanced Computing National Facility invites applications under its merit 
allocation scheme, which allows researchers to access the national facility based on merit and free of charge. 
The major system is an SGI Altrix Cluster with 1928 processors and a peak speed of over 12 flops. A 152 node 
Linux cluster is also available. Grants are available for computational and data resources for the period of 
January to December 2009. Startup grants are also available immediately to enable researchers to assess the 
usefulness of the facility for their research and to assist in framing proposals to the scheme. Any staff member 
of an Australian higher education institution may apply. Postgraduate students should apply through their 
supervisors. 

http://nf.apac.edu.au/accounts/call_for
_applications.php   

Centre for Research for mothers 
and children 
NIH 
 
Deadlines: 
February 5 
June 5 
October5 
Until September  8 2011 

Reducing risk behaviors by promoting positive youth development (R01) 

A total of five components of the National Institutes of Health invite applications for grants in reducing risk 
behaviors by promoting positive youth development. These grants seek to enhance understanding of effective 
positive youth development programs and the mechanisms responsible for positive health and developmental 
outcomes. This will be accomplished through the development, implementation, and evaluation of new or 
improved positive youth development programs, the evaluation of existing successful programs, or the 
evaluation of effective, evidence-based, gender-inclusive programs that are adapted, translated, or 
disseminated for new populations of youth and adolescents. A goal of positive youth development is the 
promotion of healthy physical, intellectual, psychosocial and emotional development in youth and adolescents. 
Positive youth development equips young people with attributes, skills, competencies, and values that will 
contribute to their future role as productive, socially-minded, healthy citizens likely to succeed in areas of 
family, work, and society. This funding opportunity will utilize the R01 mechanism and runs in parallel with 
one of identical scientific scope, PA-08-242, that solicits applications under the R03 mechanism. Eligible 
applicants include domestic and foreign non-profit or for-profit organizations and public or private institutions. 
PA-08-241 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-
files/PA-08-241.html  

NCI Extramural Research 
Program 
NIH 

Exceptional, unconventional research enabling knowledge acceleration� (EUREKA) (R01) 

A total of nine components of the National Institutes of Health invite applications for the exceptional, 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-
files/RFA-GM-09-008.html  
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�
Deadline: letters of intent 
September 29; full applications 
October 28, 2008 

unconventional research enabling knowledge acceleration program. The purpose of the EUREKA initiative is 
to solicit research project grant (R01) applications from institutions and organizations proposing exceptionally 
innovative research on novel hypotheses or difficult problems, solutions to which would have an extremely 
high impact in biomedical or biobehavioral research that is germane to the mission of one or more of the 
participating NIH institutes. This funding opportunity announcement does not support pilot projects. 
 
This FOA will utilize the NIH research project grant (R01) award mechanism. The participating institutes 
intend to commit a total of over $16 million in response to this FOA. Support may be requested for up to 
$800,000 in direct costs over a four year period, prorated for shorter terms. Direct costs may not exceed 
$250,000 in any one year. Domestic and foreign for-profit and non-profit organizations and public or private 
institutions are eligible to apply. RFA-GM-09-008 (Replaces RFA-GM-08-002). 

ARC Linkage Projects: (Round 
2) funding commencing July 
2009 
 
Proposals open: 
 2nd Week of October 2009 
Eligibility Exemption Requests 
Due:   
10 October 2008  
PROPOSALS CLOSE: 
 21 Nov 2008  
Announcements 2nd half of may 
2009 
 

The Linkage Projects scheme supports collaborative research and development projects between higher 
education organisations and other organisations, including within industry, to enable the application of 
advanced knowledge to problems. Typically, research projects funded under the scheme involve risk. 
Proposals for funding under Linkage Projects must involve a collaborating organisation from outside the 
higher education sector. The collaborating organisation must make a significant contribution (equal to, or 
greater than, the ARC funding), in cash and/or in kind, to the project. 
 
Under the Linkage Projects scheme, the ARC offers postgraduate awards and fellowships to provide industry-
oriented research training and enable postdoctoral researchers to pursue internationally competitive research 
opportunities in collaboration with industry.  

Linkage Projects awards and fellowships offered by the ARC are: 

·  Australian Postgraduate Awards (Industry), available for postgraduate research students.  
·  Australian Postdoctoral Fellowships (Industry), available for researchers with fewer than three years' 

postdoctoral experience at the closing date for applications.  
·  Linkage Industry Fellowships, which enable the temporary transfer of a researcher to a project partner 

organisation.  
In recommending funding for proposals under Linkage Projects, the ARC may take into consideration the 
likely benefit of the research to Australian regional and rural communities. 
 
Linkage Projects aims to: 

·  encourage and develop long-term strategic research alliances between higher education institutions 
and industry in order to apply advanced knowledge to problems, or to provide opportunities to obtain 
national economic or social benefits  

·  support collaborative research on issues of benefit to regional and rural communities  
·  foster opportunities for postdoctoral researchers to pursue internationally competitive research in 

collaboration with industry, targeting those who have demonstrated a clear commitment to high 
quality research  

http://www.arc.gov.au/ncgp/lp/lp_fund
ingrules.htm  
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·  provide industry-oriented research training to prepare high-calibre postgraduate research students  
·  Produce a national pool of world-class researchers to meet the needs of Australian industry.  

 
Applications for funding under the Linkage Projects scheme are processed twice a year. 

·  Funding Rules  
·  Eligibility Exemption and Ruling  
·  Funding Agreement  
·  Instructions to applicants  
·  Sample Application Form  
·  Certification Proforma  
·  Funding Outcomes  
·  Application closing dates  
·  GAMS Information  
·  Reporting requirements  
·  Request not to assess  
·  Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC)  
·  Australian Standard Research Classification (ASRC)  
·  Socio-Economic Objective (SEO) Classification 

Overseas Travel Fellowships 
 
Deadline: 28th February 2009  
 

Australian Research Council Nanotechnology Network 
The Australian Research Council Nanotechnology Network invites applications for the ARCNN overseas 
travel fellowships. The fellowships allow postgraduate students or early career researchers the opportunity to 
visit an overseas research institution for up to three months. Applicants must be currently studying or working 
in Australia, within the field of nanotechnology, and must be a member of ARCNN. The total funding 
available is $5,000 for travel and accommodation. Payment of funding support will be made as a 
reimbursement to the Australian Institution that incurs the initial costs. 

http://www.ausnano.net/content/overse
as_travel  

FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
The African Studies Dentre of 
the University of leiden 
 
Deadline:  none 

The African Studies Centre of the University of Leiden invites applications for its visiting research 
fellowships. These fellowships allow scholars to spend up to three months at the ASC for data analysis and 
writing. The fellowship covers a return ticket, basic accommodation and living expenses. The centre covers a 
wide range of disciplines including anthropology, economics, human geography, history, law, sociology, and 
the applied sciences of agronomy and nutrition. The research interests are set out in the following theme-group 
programmes with a four-year time span: 

·  connections and transformations; 
·  economy, environment and exploitation; 
·  social movements and political culture. 

The African Studies Centre gives priority to African scholars from African academic institutions who have a 
PhD or are in the final stages of PhD study in one of the social science disciplines or in the humanities related 
to African studies. 

http://www.ascleiden.nl/Research/Vfpr
ogramme.aspx  
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2009 NICS Fellowships 

Applications open on 30th 
August for the 2009 fellowships. 

NICS Fellowships provide an opportunity for future leaders in Australian health care to develop their 
knowledge and expertise in closing the gaps between evidence and practice.  

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/nics/asp/ind
ex.asp?page=programs/programs_artic
le&cid=5263&gid=237&id=714  

Scholarships in Higher 
Education (DEWR) 

Scholarships, fellowships, awards and other sources of funding for study and/or research available through the 
Higher Education Group, DEEWR. 

http://www.dest.gov.au/sectors/higher_
education/policy_issues_reviews/key_i
ssues/scholarship/default.htm#cls#cl  

VISITING FELLOWSHIPS 
Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research 
Organisation, AU 
Deadline: 31/5/2009 

Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation invites applications for the 
McMaster visiting fellowships. These are awarded to distinguished overseas scientists working in areas 
directly related to veterinary science or agriculture. Fellowships are usually of two to 12 weeks duration where 
the fellow undertakes to review and make recommendations on a specific area of research, or a programme of 
public lectures and high level discussions on research policy and management, or other activities approved by 
the selection committee. A visiting fellow should be a leader in a research discipline, or experienced in 
directing research or developing research policy at an institutional, national or international level. 
These are awarded to distinguished overseas scientists working in areas directly related to veterinary science or 
agriculture. 

http://www.csiro.au/org/ps1au.html#2 

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 
Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research 
Organisation, AU Deadline: 
31/5/2009 

Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation invites applications for its 
McMaster research fellowships. These support distinguished overseas scientists working in areas directly 
related to veterinary science or agriculture. Fellowships are usually of three to 12 months duration where the 
fellow is actively involved in a CSIRO research project. A research fellow should be a natural or social 
scientist with expertise that can contribute significantly to CSIRO's research in a designated high priority area. 
These support distinguished overseas scientists working in areas directly related to veterinary science or 
agriculture. Fellowships are usually of three to 12 months duration where the fellow is actively involved in a 
CSIRO research project. 

http://www.csiro.au/org/ps1au.html#2 

TRAINING (POST DOCTORAL) FELLOWSHIPS – None Availab le 

TRAVEL GRANTS  
Ian Potter Foundation 
Deadline: 6 October 2008 and 2 
February, 1 June and 1 October 
2009 

Ian Potter Foundation, AU 
 
The Ian Potter Foundation invites applications for its early career travel grants. Applications will be accepted 
for travel and conference grants. Travel grants made are normally worth between $2,000 and $3,000, and are 
paid to the individual's employing organisation. Most travel grant recipients in the past have been staff from 
universities or research institutes, but those working in the technical and further education sectors are 
encouraged to apply and staff of any organisation with deductible gift recipient status are eligible. The 
objective of the conference grants is to support symposia and conferences of international status to be held 
within Australia. Awards are generally made to assist with the travel and accommodation costs of an 
international keynote speaker. The foundation does not make travel grants to undergraduate, masters or 
doctoral students. 
Applications will be accepted for travel and conference grants. Travel grants made are normally worth 
between $2,000 and $3,000, and are paid to the individual's employing organisation. Deadline: 6 October 2008 
and 2 February, 1 June and 1 October 2009 

 
 

hlhttp://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/trave
l.html 

 


