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Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC)



• The UOC has 234 faculty and 2,804 teaching 
collaborators. 

• The UOC has created a net-based community of over 
200,000 students, graduates, professors, researchers and 
collaborators in more than 87 countries. 

• The UOC offers 1,907 courses in various master’s degree, 
postgraduate and extension programmes. 

• The UOC has 3,741 virtual classrooms. 

• More than 1,721,958 articles, studies and teaching 
materials have been downloaded from the Virtual Campus. 

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC)



Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC)

EHEA: European Higher Education Area



Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC)



Educational Model 
http://www.uoc.edu/portal/_resources/EN/demos/campus_virtual/index.html  

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC)



Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC)



• Team of 22 people 
• Organized in three teams:
 Learning and Teaching Support (10)
 Research Support (5)
 Virtual Environment (5)
 Library Director and Area Secretary

• Library in three languages: Catalan, Spanish and English

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/eng/index.html

UOC Library: a Virtual Library



• October-December 2009: pilot e-reader loan and 
consultation service
 15 e-readers (Irex Iliad)
 37 loans
 300 users on waiting list

• 2010
 20 e-readers (Kindle) more

• 2011
 200 e-readers (Leqtor) more

E-readers included in the OPAC (Millennium)
http://cataleg.uoc.edu/record=b1043129~S1 

E-reader loan service



• 5.800 e-book titles available from 
Palgrave, Elsevier, Sience Direct, Myilibrary, SafariTech Books Online, 
Netlibrary, Springerlink, Gale Virtual Reference Library, Oxford Reference 
Online, Vlex Premium, Ebrary.
• e-book titles included in OPAC

+ UOC learning materials in PDF format

https://cataleg.uoc.edu/record=b1044808~S2 

E-book readers and in situ consultation web site
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/ebooks/eng/

E-reader loan service



• To align with  the UOC strategy on the development of 
learning materials in multiple formats, and promote e-
devices as an extension of the UOC Virtual Campus

• To offer library users access to the many kinds of learning 
materials available at the UOC through a single device that 
facilitate student study and learning

• To enhance access to  and use of the e-book collections 
subscribed to by the UOC Library

• To increase UOC Library visibility within and beyond the 
institution

Reasons for deploying an e-reader loan service



Key issues concerning e-readers



• Scientific literature
• Electronic versions of paper works
• Multiple formats 

• DRM
• Form of buying e-books
• What users can do
• Price or license model

Key issues concerning e-books



Conclusions

• Spanish and Catalan contents
• Focus on content
• Institutional support
• Will the e-reader loan service become a 

permanent library service?



Article available at
http://hdl.handle.net/10609/7322

UOC library
http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/eng/index.html
UOC library labs
http://labs.biblioteca.uoc.edu/labs/ 

http://biblioteca.uoc.edu/eng/index.html


Thank you very much!

azuniga@uoc.edu
clopezpe@uoc.edu

mailto:azuniga@uoc.edu
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