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The table below lists the general skills and attributes research graduates should possess on completion of their studies.  It is expected that as students progress through their candidature they will improve their skills in these areas. 

You are invited to complete the table as a self-assessment exercise prior to discussion with your supervisory team. Your responses are a means by which you can discuss further skill development and design a development plan if necessary.  Your responses will not be used in the assessment of your thesis.
	Attributes of the Research Graduate
	Not confident
	
	Confident
	
	Highly confident
	My confidence in this area has grown during the past six months (Y/N)
	I would like to discuss with my supervisor 

	Advanced ability to initiate research and to formulate viable research questions
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Demonstrated capacity to design, conduct and report sustained and original research
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Capacity to contextualise research within an international corpus of specialist knowledge
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Advanced ability to evaluate and synthesise research-based and scholarly literature
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Advanced understanding of key disciplinary and multi-disciplinary norms and perspectives relevant to the field
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Highly developed problem-solving abilities and flexibility of approach
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Ability to analyse critically within and across a changing disciplinary environment
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Capacity to disseminate the results of research and scholarship by oral and written communication to a variety of audiences
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Capacity to cooperate with and respect the contributions of fellow researchers and scholars
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	A profound respect for truth and intellectual integrity, and for the ethics of research and scholarship
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Advanced facility in the management of information, including the application of computer systems and software where appropriate to the field of study
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Understanding of the relevance and value of my research to national and international communities of scholars and collaborators
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Awareness of issues related to intellectual property management and the commercialisation of innovation (if applicable)
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	

	Ability to formulate applications to relevant agencies, such as funding bodies and ethics committees (if applicable)
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	


