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PRE-REQUISITES

Pre-requisite: ANP 5001

RATIONALE

In this course registered nurses will acquire the non-emergency skills and knowledge
necessary for rural and remote area practice and immunization of the child and adult. The
philosophy underpinning this course is that of Primary Health Care.

SYNOPSIS

In this course, students will, through the integration of clinical practice and theory, develop
the skills and knowledge required for the non-emergency care of the adult and child in the
rural and remote environment. This will be achieved by undertaking both individual health
assessments to ensure the health care delivered to each individual is appropriate and
culturally safe. The student will use Health Management Protocols and Drug Therapy
Protocols in the management of non-emergency situations. Students in this course who are
not currently employed in a rural or remote setting are required to undertake 4 weeks of
clinical placement organised as two placements of two weeks in Semester Two. Students
who are currently employed in a rural or remote setting will normally undertake at least 1
week clinical placement outside of their current health facility. Assessment of the competence
of the nurse will be undertaken in both the clinical and university environments using the
Australian Nursing Federation's Competency standards for the Advanced Nurse.
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OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• use relevant theoretical frameworks to inform nursing practice;
• analyse client situations within their cultural, rural and/or remote context;
• include clients actively as participants in the processes of care;
• demonstrate the ability to contribute effectively in collaborative decision making

within the rural and/or remote context;
• apply Health Management Protocols and Drug Therapy Protocols in the delivery

of non-emergency care;
• demonstrate competence in the provision of age appropriate immunisation;
• demonstrate competence in the clinical assessment and management of the client

in the non-emergency situation;
• demonstrate the following modified ANF competencies: - use multiple approaches

to decision making in the rural and remote environment (all elements of competency
standard 1); - manage the care of individuals and groups in the rural and remote
environment (elements 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7 of competency standard 2); -
engage in collaborative practice to achieve client outcomes in the rural and remote
environment (elements 3.1, 3.2 of competency standard 3); - provide a supportive
environment for colleagues (element 4.1 of competency standard 4); - manage the
use of staff and physical resources in the rural and remote environment (element
5.1 of competency standard 5); - advocate and protect the rights of individuals or
groups in the rural and remote environment (all elements of competency standard
7); - engage in activities to improve nursing practice in the rural and remote
environment (element 8.1 of competency standard 8); - develop therapeutic and
caring relationships in the rural and remote environment (elements 9.1, 9.2, 9.7 of
competency standard 9); - fulfil the conduct requirement of the profession (elements
10.1, 10.2 of competency standard 10); - act to enhance the professional
development of self (elements 11.1, 11.3 of competency standard 11); - function
in accordance with legislation and common law (elements 12.2, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5,
12.6 of competency standard 12).

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Module 1 : History Taking Assessment Diagnosis Health Management
Protocols and Drug Therapy Protocols

20.00

2. Module 2 : Pathophysiology and Pharmacology Pharmacokinetics and
Pharmacodynamics

35.00

3. Module 3 : Immunisation of the Adult and Child 45.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Queensland Health 1997, Drug Therapy Protocols, Isolated Practice,
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Queensland Health 1997, Drug Therapy Protocols, Immunisation,

Queensland Health 1997, Drug Therapy Protocols, Sexual Health,

Queensland Health 2001, Health (Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996, Reprint No. 4 as
at January 2001, Go Print, Brisbane.

Queensland Health & Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia (Qld) 2001, Primary Clinical
Care Manual 2001, Queensland Health, Brisbane.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Clinical Procedures Manual for Remote & Rural Practice, CRANA, Alice Springs.

National Drugs and Poisons Schedule Committee 2001, Standard for Uniform Scheduling
of Drugs and Poisons, Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care, Vol 16.

Robinson, D.L. 1998, Clinical Decision Making for Nurse Practitioners: A Case Study
Approach, Lippincott, Melbourne.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Clinical Experience 160

Directed Study 30

Examinations 3

Private Study 60

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

CLIN CASE STUDY -
PHARMACOLOGY

50.00 15.00 Y 16 Aug 2002

CLIN CASE STUDY - CLIN
PROBLEM

100.00 20.00 Y 27 Sep 2002

CLIN CASE STUDY -
IMMUNISATION

100.00 15.00 Y 11 Oct 2002

IMMUNISATION ASSESSMENT 1.00 0.00 Y 01 Nov 2002

ANF COMP & SKILLS ASSESS 1.00 0.00 Y 01 Nov 2002

3HR OPEN EXAMINATION 100.00 50.00 Y END S2
(see note 6)
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NOTES:

6. Examination dates will be available during the Semester. Please refer to the
examination timetable when published.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Attendance Requirements: It is the students' responsibility to participate actively
in all activities scheduled for them, and to study all material provided to them or
required to be accessed by them to maximize their chance of meeting the objectives
of the course and to be informed of course-related activities and administration.
Students are required to complete 2 (two) two week blocks of supervised clinical
practice. It is anticipated that normally students who are employed in a rural or
remote facility would organize to spend one of these weeks in a facility other than
that in which they are employed.

2 Requirements to Complete Each Assessment Satisfactorily: Students are required
to demonstrate mastery of the modified ANF competencies listed in this course
specification during clinical placements, as well as the following skills: (i)
immunization clinical assessments; and (ii) medication calculations. Mastery will
be assessed by the student's preceptor who will use the forms developed by USQ
for this specific purpose. These forms will contain a list of the ANF competencies
and the preceptor will be asked to verify the student's competency for each element
of each competency. Clinical assessment of mastery of the skills will be assessed
by using a case study format developed by USQ. All students must demonstrate
that they have achieved the ANF competency standards and clinical assessment
skills identified in this course specification. Failure to demonstrate mastery will
result in a Fail grade for this course.

3 Minimum Requirements to Pass the Course: To be assured of a pass in this course,
students must (i) satisfactorily complete each of assessment items number 4 and
5, thus gaining the 1 mark for each; and (ii) obtain at least 50% of the marks
available for each other piece of assessment.

4 Assignments: The due date for an assignment is the date by which a student must
dispatch the assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof
of the dispatch date, if requested by the examiner. Students must retain a copy of
each item submitted for assessment. This must be produced within five days if
required by the examiner. In accordance with University's Assignment Extension
Policy (Regulation 5.6.1), the examiner of a course may grant an extension of the
due date of an assignment in extenuating circumstances. This policy may be found
in the USQ Handbook, the Distance Education Student Guide and the Faculty of
Sciences' Orientation Handbook for on-campus students. All students are advised
to study and follow the guidelines associated with this policy. An assignment,
submitted after the due date without an extension approved by the examiner, will
attract a penalty of 20 percent of the assigned mark for each day (or part thereof)
that the assignment is late.

5 Grading: Final grades for students will be determined by the addition of the marks
obtained in each assessment item, weighted as in the Assessment Details.

6 Examinations: Candidates should be aware that the University has policies and
regulations (Regulation 5.6.2.2) about the use of unfair means and electronic devices
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in an examination and they should refer to them to determine whether or not actions
they intend to take are acceptable to the University. Open Examination: Candidates
may have access to any material during the examination except the following:
electronic communication devices, bulky material, devices requiring mains power
and anything likely to disturb other students.

7 Supplementary and Deferred Examinations: Students who obtain an overall passing
mark, but who do not perform satisfactorily in an examination, may, at the discretion
of the examiner, be granted a supplementary examination. Students will be granted
a deferred examination only if they obtain at least 50% of the marks available for
all other assessment items. Any supplementary or deferred examinations for this
course will be held during the following semester 3 examination period.
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