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STAFFING
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RATIONALE

In 2002, the focus will be on Southeast Asia. Southeast Asia is that part of Asia in closest
geographical proximity to Australia, the region to which much of Australia's overseas aid,
trade, and defence effort is directed, as well as an increasing source of immigrants. The
basic assumption of this course is that contemporary events in Southeast Asia begin to make
more sense if we understand how and why they have arisen, especially since the catalyst
of the Japanese Occupation (1941- 45). In order to develop an empathetic understanding
of the complex issues which confront the Southeast Asian region today, it is necessary to
recognise the persistence of tradition into the present, and the ways in which contemporary
behaviour may reflect long- established patterns of living and beliefs.

SYNOPSIS

Drawing upon a framework provided by the disciplines of history, political science, and
literature, the course involves a thematic approach and focuses upon the process of
nation-building in the Southeast Asian region. It seeks to convey the jostle of tradition and
modernity in the everyday lives of people as new nations are built.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

• demonstrate an informed and critical awareness of major contemporary political
and social developments in Southeast Asia;

• appreciate the forces of continuity and change which underpin these developments;
• trace and utilize primary and secondary source materials in the presentation of

seminar papers and essays, and document their evidence according to scholarly
conventions;
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• develop oral and written arguments about contemporary regional issues, and express
their viewpoints with care, coherence, and clarity in weekly seminars and written
assignments;

• recognise the cultural validity, diversity, and richness of Southeast Asian societies,
and theories of social explanation.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. The Region and its Inhabitants: A Definition 10.00

2. The West, Japan, and the Promise of Independence 10.00

3. National Revolution and the Formation of New States 15.00

4. Communalism and Communism 10.00

5. Boundaries, Wars, and Refugees 10.00

6. Military Power and Dissent 15.00

7. Social and Political Trends: Literary Perspectives 10.00

8. Education and Expectations 10.00

9. Towards a Regional Identity 10.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Tarling, N. 1998, Nations and States in Southeast Asia, Cambridge University Press, New
York.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Ayabe, T. (ed) 1998, Nation-State, Identity and Religion in Southeast Asia, Singapore
Society of Asian Studies, Singapore.

Bloodworth, D. 1987, An Eye for the Dragon: Southeast Asia Observed, Times Books
International, Singapore, Vol REV.

Bresnan, F. 1994, From dominoes to dynamoes: the transformation of Southeast Asia,
Council on Foreign Relations Press, New York.

Hewison, K. et al (eds.) 1993, Southeast Asia in the 1990s: Authoritarianism, Democracy
and Capitalism, Allen & Unwin, Sydney.

Lubis, M. 1983, Indonesian Dilemma, Graham Brash, Singapore.

Ulack, R. & Pauer, G. 1988, Atlas of Southeast Asia, Macmillan, New York.
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Vatikiotis, M. 1996, Political Change in Southeast Asia: Trimming the Banyan Tree,
Routledge, London.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Examinations 2

Private Study 135

Seminars 28

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

SEMINAR PAPER OF 2000
WORDS

30.00 30.00 Y 22 Jul 2002
(see note 1)

ESSAY OF 2000 WORDS 30.00 30.00 Y 20 Sep 2002

WEEKLY JOURNAL 30.00 10.00 Y 01 Nov 2002

EXAMINATION 2 HOURS 30.00 30.00 Y END S2
(see note 4)

NOTES:

1. Assignment date will be advised in consultation with students.
4. Students will be advised of the official exam date after timetable has been finalised

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 In order to fulfil the objective (4) above, students are strongly advised to attend all
seminar classes on campus. All items of summative assessment must be completed
and submitted by notified due dates in order for a student to be eligible for a passing
grade in this course.

2 To successfully complete the course, students must obtain an aggregate 50% of
the total marks to be awarded, including pass marks for the seminar paper and
essay.

3 Assignments submitted after the due date, and without prior approval of an extension
from the examiner, will be penalised at the rate of 10% per working day up to 5
days, after which a grade of zero will be awarded.

4 The final grade is based on the total accumulated points of all assessment items,
and in accordance with Faculty guidelines.
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