
The University of Southern Queensland

Course Specification

Description: Educational Counselling and Assessment

Subject Cat-Nbr Class Term Mode Units Campus

COU 8260 10529 1, 2002 EXT 1.00 TWMBA

Academic Group: FOSCI
Academic Org: FOS005
HECS Band: 1
ASCED Code: 090513

STAFFING

Examiner: Graeme Senior
Moderator: Paul Bramston

RATIONALE

This course considers the educational counselling and assessment processes required by
students to enable them to provide assessment and counselling to school students and their
parents. Professional and ethical issues specifically related to counselling and assessment
practice are also covered in this course to ensure students are aware of appropriate
professional practice.

SYNOPSIS

This course provides students with a thorough understanding of the foundations of
educational assessment. The focus of the course is practical with reference to previously
learnt assessment and counselling theory. The students will develop the foundation skills
of behavioural and educational assessment as well as the ability to formulate, plan and
evaluate. Professional and ethical issues pertaining to aspects of assessment will be covered
as will contextual issues impacting upon the client and the assessment process. These issues
include disability, life-span/developmental and cultural issues.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• provide assessment and counselling on a broad range of educational issues to school
students and their parents;

• understand the ethical and professional issues associated with assessment practice.
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TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. The role of educational counsellors 20.00

2. Educational assessment 10.00

3. The process of assessment 20.00

4. Ethics of assessment 10.00

5. Behavioural assessment 10.00

6. Assessing literacy 10.00

7. Assessing numeracy 10.00

8. Report writing 10.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Thompson, R., 1992 School Counseling Renewal, Bristol: Accelerated Development.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 45

Directed Study 60

Private Study 60

Residential Schools 8

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

SCALE REVIEW 50.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

ASSESSMENT REPORT 50.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.
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OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 To obtain a passing grade in this course, students must achieve a mark of above
50% in each piece of assessment.

2 The Scale Review requires students to critically evaluate an educational test such
as the Vineland Scale or the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Scale. The list of scale
characteristics to use when conducting this evaluation is included in the Introductory
Booklet.

3 The Assessment Report requires the student to document an assessment carried
out on a school student. Detailed marking criteria for this report are available in
the Introductory Booklet.

4 The due date for assessments is the date by which a student must despatch an
assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof of the despatch
date, if requested by the Examiner. In accordance with the University's Policy on
Assignments (Regulation 5.6.1), the Examiner of a course may grant an extension
of the due date of an assignment in extenuating circumstances. This policy may
be found in the USQ Handbook, the Distance Education Student Guide and the
Faculty of Sciences' Orientation Handbook for new on-campus students. All students
are advised to study and follow the guidelines associated with this policy.

5 Students must retain a copy of any assignment submitted. This must be produced
within 48 hours if required by the Examiner.

6 This course has a one day residential school in Singapore. Attendance is compulsory.
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