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Description: Macroeconomics for Business and Government

Subject Cat-Nbr Class Term Mode Units Campus

ECO 2000 10154 1, 2002 EXT 1.00 TWMBA

Academic Group: FOBUS
Academic Org: FOB002
HECS Band: 2
ASCED Code: 091901

STAFFING

Examiner: Rod St Hill
Moderator: Richard Temple-Smith

PRE-REQUISITES

Pre-requisite: ECO 1000

SYNOPSIS

It is important for businesses, households, and governments to understand the
macroeconomic environment in which they operate. Consequently, students need to
understand macroeconomic theory and be able to apply that theory in interpreting and
analysing macroeconomic information, events and policy. This course focuses on
contemporary macroeconomic events and theory that may be used in their explanation.
Emphasis is placed on the development of skills required for macroeconomic analysis in
the context of business and household decision making and government policy.

OBJECTIVES

Completion of this course will enable students to:

• describe the macroeconomic context in which households, business enterprises
and governments operate;

• describe and understand selected theories in macroeconomics;
• use macroeconomic theory to explain macroeconomic performance;
• use macroeconomic theory to explore the design of macroeconomic policy;
• evaluate macroeconomic theory and policy;
• present macroeconomic analysis in written report format.
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TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. The Basics 10.00

2. Interactions Between Goods and Financial Markets 20.00

3. Expectations and information 15.00

4. The Open Economy 15.00

5. Aggregate Supply and Demand 20.00

6. Macroeconomic Policy 20.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Note: The texts above are available from the USQ Bookshop as a shrink- wrapped package
at a reduced price (also includes {Active Graphs CD- ROM to Accompany Macroeconomics}
as listed in References Section).

Blanchard, Olivier 2000 Macroeconomics, 2nd edn, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River,
N.J.

Findlay, David W 2000 Study Guide and Tutorial for Macroeconomics, 2nd edn, Prentice
Hall, Upper Saddle River, N.J.

Summers, J. & Smith, B., (eds) 2001 Faculty of Business Communication Skills Handbook,
4th edn, Faculty of Business, USQ, Toowoomba, Qld.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Perez, Stephen and Gregory M. Werner Inc., 2000 'Active Graphs CD-ROM to Accompany
Macroeconomics' (Available: 2nd edn, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, N.J. (Optional
Purchase). (Included in shrink wrapped package as listed in Text Section).) .

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Directed Study 85

Private Study 75
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ASSIGNMENT 1 50.00 15.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

TUTORIAL PORTFOLIO A 50.00 10.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

ASSIGNMENT 2 50.00 15.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 3)

TUTORIAL PORTFOLIO B 50.00 10.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 4)

1 HOUR EXAM PART A 40.00 25.00 Y END S1
(see note 5)

1 HOUR EXAM PART B & C 60.00 25.00 Y END S1
(see note 6)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

3. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

4. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

5. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

6. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 To be assured of a passing grade (C) in this course, students will be required to
obtain 50% in aggregate for the assignments, tutorial portfolios and the examination
('pass-as-a-whole'). To be assured of a B grade, students will be required to obtain
60% in aggregate for the assignments, tutorial portfolios and the examination. To
be assured of an A grade, students will be required to obtain 70% in aggregate for
the assignments, tutorial portfolios and the examination. To be assured of an HD
grade, students will be required to obtain 80% in aggregate for the assignments,
tutorial portfolios and the examination.

2 The due date of an assignment or tutorial portfolio is the date by which a student
must despatch it to the University, and is normally that defined in this course
specification. The onus is on the student to provide, if requested, proof of date of
despatch.

3 Students are expected to meet the due dates of assignments and tutorial portfolios.
A student may apply for an extension of up to ten calendar days by completing the
application on the cover sheet of the assignment or tutorial portfolio. Documentary
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evidence (eg, a medical certificate for illness or an employer's statement for
work-related reasons) must be provided. Extensions of greater than ten calendar
days will not be granted. Note: All extensions must be approved by the Examiner.
Any student who cannot comply with this extension policy owing to extenuating
circumstances should discuss alternatives with the Examiner.

4 Students who plagiarise or collude will be dealt with severely (see Faculty of
Business Policy in the Introductory Book).

5 All assessments despatched after due dates without appropriate extension approvals
or after approved extension dates will be penalised up to a maximum of 20% of
the assigned mark per work day.

6 Students must retain a copy of all assignments which must be provided if/when
required by the Course Leader.

7 Weightings of topics should not be interpreted as applying to the number of marks
allocated to questions testing those topics in an examination paper.
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