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RATIONALE

It is essential that students involved in studies in Education gain an understanding of how
a number of current educational practices have been influenced by various philosophies
and theories on the nature and function of education. Therefore, students should be exposed
to both historical and contemporary views that will provide a basis from which to reflect
upon a number of assumptions underpinning established practices. Further, it is anticipated
that his course will act as a catalyst for students to begin to develop their own personal
philosophies of education and to understand the nature of ethical practices in a variety of
educational contexts.

SYNOPSIS

By examining a number of significant philosophies and theories of education, students will
be given the opportunity to identify and evaluate assumptions underpinning various
educational perspectives, and to examine the nature of associated ethical practices. This
will benefit students in beginning to develop their own personal philosophies. This course
will be an adjunct to Education Foundations 3 in which the various social, political and
economic factors that influence education will be analysed.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• Identify selected dominant and influenctial educational perspectives and
philosophies.

• Identify and related relevant theorists associated with various perspectives and
philosopies.
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• Compare and contrast various influential perspectives and philosophies for their
views on the nature and function of education.

• Identify a number of assumptions underlying current educational practices.
• Reflect upon which perspectives and philosophies appear to have had an impact

on shaping current educational practices and assumptions.
• Begin to develop personal theories of education.
• Reflect upon the nature of ethical practices in the provision of education and

teaching.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Why Study Foundations of Education Today? 5.00

1.1. Various ideas and philosophies on education and ethics.

2. From Plato to Skinner: 15.00

2.1. Education as a means to order society.

3. The Development of Schools in Australia: 10.00

3.1. Education as a means of reform.

4. Further Education and Training: 10.00

4.1. Mass vocational education.

5. The Romantics - Rousseau and Neill: 10.00

5.1. The free child.

6. From Froebel to Reggio: 15.00

6.1. The early childhood movement.

7. "Othering Education": 15.00

7.1. "New" stories about difference.

8. Where To From Here? 10.00

8.1. Developing personal philosophies of education.
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9. Ethics and Education: 10.00

9.1. Why a code of ethics?

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Gutek, Gerald L. 2001, Historical and Philosophical Foundations of Education: Selected
readings, Merrill Prentice Hall, New Jersey.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Bowen, J. & Hobson, P.R. 1987, Theories of Education: Studies of significant innovation
in western educational thought, John Wiley & Son, Milton.

Brameld, T. 1965, Education as Power, Holt, Rinehart & Winston, New York.

Crittenden, B. 1996, Thinking About Education: Essays for discussion in teacher education,
Addison Wesley Longman, South Melbourne.

Dobinson, C.H. 1969, Jean-Jacques Rousseau: His thought and its relevance today, Library
of Educational Thought, Methuen, London.

Giroux, H.A. 1985, Teachers as transformative intellectuals, Social Education, Vol 49,
no.5, pp376-9.

Gutek, G.L. 2001, Historical and Philosophical Foundations of Education: A biographical
introduction, 3rd edition, Merrill Prentice Hall, New Jersey.

Hart, H. 1973, Summerhill: For and against, Angus & Robertson, Sydney.

Holmes, B. 1965, The reflective man: Dewey, The Educated Man: Studies in the history
of educational thought, Wiley, New York.

Holthouse, H. 1975, Looking Back: The first 150 years of Queensland schools, Department
of Education, Brisbane.

McLaren, P. & Leonard, P. 1993, Paulo Freire: A critical encounter, Routledge, London.

Puckett, M.B. & Diffily, D. 1999, Teaching Young Children: An introduction to the early
childhood profession, Harcourt Brace, Fort Worth.

Radhakrishnan, S. 1989, Eastern Religions and Western Thought, Oxford University Press,
Oxford.

Spodek, B. & Saracho, O. 1999, Issues in Early Childhood Curriculum, Educators
International Press, New York.

Stonehouse, A. (ed.) 1994, Not Just Nice Ladies: A book of readings on early childhood
care and education, Pademelon, Castle Hill.
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STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 20

Directed Study 50

Examinations 2

Lectures 24

Private Study 50

Tutorial 12

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

WRITTEN REPORT 50.00 50.00 Y 07 Oct 2002

PORTFOLIO 1.00 0.00 Y 01 Nov 2002
(see note 2)

2 HOUR EXAMINATION 50.00 50.00 Y END S2
(see note 3)

NOTES:

2. A value of 1 indicates you have passed the Portfolio component. Zero indicates
you have not passed the Portfolio component.

3. Students will be advised of the examination date for this course when the official
examination timetable for Semester 2 2002 has been finalised.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Graded assessment items will receive a numerical score. Non- graded assessment
will be given either Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

4 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the numerical score for each
summative assessment item.

5 All assessment items must be attempted and submitted. Marks are accumulative
and students must accrue at least 50% of the marks, and also obtain at least 50%
in at least one of the assessment items.

6 Assignments submitted after the due date may be penalised in accordance with the
University policy on assignments.

7 Attendance at all lectures/tutorials is advised for on-campus students.
8 Pre-service Education students are strongly encouraged to undertake the Report in

conjunction with their unsupervised Professional Context Experience.
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9 Successful completion of any professional experience is not a criterion for obtaining
a passing grade in this course and other students will be able to complete all
necessary assignment tasks.
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