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RATIONALE

Literacy impacts on each task that is attempted in everyday life whether in the home, school
or workplace. For the completion of each task it is crucial to identify the necessary literacy
practices to engage in, and to learn the skills and strategies of literacy that will support
successful learning. Successful literacy practice is only possible when sufficient notice is
taken of the varying settings and contexts in which literacy takes place. Literacy should
not be regarded as a single set of skills carried out in a neutral environment, but rather as
a complex collection of multiple skills, strategies and processes which are engaged with in
highly politicised settings. All those engaged in the education of others, regardless of setting,
need knowledge about literacy and literacy teaching in order to be effective educators.

SYNOPSIS

Students will learn how to engage in effective literacy instruction in this course by developing
their knowledge of a range of literacy skills, strategies and processes through an
understanding of major historical and contemporary theories of literacy teaching and
learning. A particular focus of the course will be the impact of the context in which literacy
education takes place and the different literacy needs of learners in these settings, for
example, workplace training and secondary schools. In the first module students will learn
how to distinguish between the need for `literacy for learning' and `literacy for doing.'
Traditional, psychological approaches to literacy instruction, and contemporary social
critical approaches will be examined together with the `new literacies' associated with new
technologies. The second module will focus on the skills involved in literacy learning and
the place that these skills occupy in learning in all subject areas including training in the
workplace. Module Three will examine the modes of literacy (reading, writing, listening,
speaking, thinking and viewing) and their role in learning. Module Four will focus on the
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specific teaching strategies associated with literacy learning and their use in a variety of
contexts.

OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

• Compare and contrast a range of theories about language learning and the new
literacies

• Describe the skills associated with using literacy to learn in a variety of contexts
and with a variety of texts

• Compare, contrast and evaluate alternative approaches to the teaching of literacy,
and

• Demonstrate an understanding of the strategies and processes involved in learning
to learn through literacy.

• Upon completion of this course students will have developed:
• (a) A positive attitude to literacy through examination and reflection upon the role

of literacy in a range of contexts.
• Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
• (a) Apply the knowledge gained in this course to enhance all teaching and learning

activities in their educational setting(s).

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Theories about language learning 10.00

2. Approaches to the learning of literacy 10.00

3. The skills associated with literacy learning 10.00

4. Applying literacy learning across the curriculum and in workplace settings 20.00

5. Integrating the literacy modes to aid learning in a variety of contexts 20.00

6. Strategies for learning to learn through literacy 30.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

TBA

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Education Queensland, 1994, Years 1-10, Queensland English Syllabus Materials
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Christie, F., (ed) 1990 Literacy for a Changing World: A Fresh Look at the Basics, ACER
Melbourne,

De Castella, S. Luke, C. and Luke, A. 1989 Language, Authority and Criticism, Readings
on the School Textbook, The Falmer Press, New York,

Emmitt, M, and Pollock, J., 1997 Language and Learning, (2nd edition) Oxford University
Press Melbourne,

Luke, A., and Gilbert, P, (eds) 1993 Literacy in Contexts Australian Perspectives and Issues,
Allen and Unwin, Australia,

Lunzer, E., and Gardner, K., (Eds), 1979 The Effective Use of Reading,, London Heinemann,

Morris, A,. and Stewart-Dore, N,. 1984 Learning to Learn from Text: effective Reading in
the Content Areas, Sydney, Addison Wesley,

Muspratt, S., Luke, A. & Freebody, P., 1998 Constructing Critical Literacies, Sydney,
Allen & Unwin.

Unsworth, L., (ed) 1993 Literacy learning and Teaching: Language as Social Practice in
the Primary School,, Macmillan Sydney,

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 40

Directed Study 121

Lectures 26

Tutorial 26

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

WRITTEN ASSESSMENT 50.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

EXAM (2 HRS) 50.00 50.00 Y END S1
(see note 2)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.
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2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score.
4 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical

score for each summative assessment item. Any ungraded assessment requirement
will receive a Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

5 Each Assessment item must be passed.
6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, a penalty of 20% of the mark awarded by the examiner for the assessment
item will apply for each week late
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