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RATIONALE

Courses 89005 - 89008 will provide a significant opportunity for doctoral study which will
enhance professional practice in a particular field of education and will allow educators to
investigate professional practice problems at the doctoral level and proffer solutions. The
courses will provide the opportunity for educators to develop and apply appropriate
theoretical frameworks to the study of professional practice and to contribute to the
advancement of knowledge in this domain. Criteria for completion and examination of
these courses will be equivalent with the University's criteria for completion and examination
of doctoral studies.

SYNOPSIS

The key aim of this course is to prepare a research proposal which will describe the study
and justify the selection of thesis or folio alternative. Candidates selecting the thesis
alternative will be required to prepare and defend a proposal for a dissertation following
specified guidelines and procedures. Candidates selecting the Substantial Investigatory
Project folio alternative will prepare and defend a proposal for a folio which will be based
on specified criteria and include the methods which will be used to present and report the
study. Candidates selecting the Multiple Investigations folio alternative will prepare and
defend a proposal for a study involving up to four related field studies based on specified
criteria and including the methods of presenting and reporting the study.
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OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• prepare and justify the form and presentation methods of a research proposal;
• demonstrate a high level of understanding of key issues and insights into

professional leadership of a selected area of study;
• extend and expand the research base of professional practitioners in a selected area.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. All students will complete and defend a study proposal. 0.00

2. The proposal should be based on one of the following formats, depending
on whether it is a dissertation or folio. a) Format for Dissertation 1. Title

0.00

page 2. Proposition Aims/Objectives 3. Justification of the Study
Contribution to the selected area of study/ Scholarship Purpose, value
originality and significance of the proposed work Establish literature
base/Synthesis of previous findings to establish the "State of the Art"
framework of theory and knowledge in the area. 4. Proposed evidence of
the proposition Assembling evidence - methodology, data collection, data
analysis 5. Proof of the proposition Methods to be used to prove or justify
the proposition Timeline for study 6. References b) Format for Folios 1.
Title page Includes Folio Alternative 2. Educational Platform for the Study
Educational philosophy/conceptual basis Background, rationale for study
Significance, purpose, originality Collection of evidence (literature review,
situational analysis, front-end analysis) 3. Plan Goals/objectives Key
elements including proposed sequence 4. Proposed fieldwork
Methods/techniques Roles of key participants Leadership activities
(theoretical basis) Methods used to collect, analyse and assemble data
Proposed timeline 5. Dissemination of outcomes Presentation of findings
(media, distribution) Evaluation - product and process 6. References

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

American Psychological Association (1994) Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Society, (5th ed.) Washington, DC: APA.

Anderson, J., & Poole, M. (1994) Thesis and assignment writing, Milton, Qld: Wiley.

Beach, D. (1996) The responsible conduct of research, New York: VCH.

Berry, R. (1986) How to write a research paper, Oxford: Pergamon.

Betts, K. & Setz, A. (1994) Writing essays and research reports in the social sciences, 2nd
edn, Melbourne: Thomas Nelson.
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Bouma, G.D. (2000) The research process, 4th edn, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Brubacher, J.W., Case, C.W., & Reagan, T.G. (1994) Becoming a reflective educator: How
to build a culture of inquiry in the schools, Thousand Oaks, CA: Crown Press.

Bryman, A. & Burgess, R.G. (Eds.) (1994) Analyzing qualitative data, London Routledge.

Castetter, W.B., & Heisler, R.S. Developing and defending a dissertation proposal, 5 edn.
Philadelphia: Centre for Field Studies.

Denzin, N.K. & Lincoln, Y.S. (Eds.) (2000) Handbook of qualitative research, 2nd edn.
London: Sage.

Dowdy, S. & Wearden, S. (1991). Statistics for Research, (2nd ed.) Brisbane: Wiley.

Fienberg, S.E., Martin, M.E., & Straf, M.L. (1985) Sharing research data., Washington,
DC: National Academy Press.

Foddy, W. (1993) Constructing questions for interviews and questionnaires: Theory and
practice in social research, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Gibaldi, J., (1999) Handbook for writers of research papers, 5th edn. New York: MLA.

Glaser, B,G, (Ed.) (1994) More grounded theory methodology: A reader, Mill Valley, CA:
Sociology Press.

Hays, W (1988) Statistics, (4th ed.). Holt, Rinehart & Winston.

Hult, C.A. (1996) Researching and writing in the social sciences, Boston, MA: Allyn &
Bacon.

Keeves J P [ed] [1987] Educational Research, Methodology and Measurement: An
International Handbook, 2nd edn. Oxford: Pergamon.

Kiess, H.O. (1996) Statistical concepts for the behavioural sciences, (2nd ed). Boston:
Allyn & Bacon.

LeCompte, M.D., & Goetz, J.P. (1982) Problems of reliability and validity in ethnographic
research. Review of Educational Research, 52 (1), 31-60.

Leedy, P.D., et al (1997) Practical research: Planning and design, 6th edn. New York:
Macmillan.

Lincoln, Y.S., & Guba, E.G. (1985) Naturalistic inquiry, London: Sage.

Locke, L.F., Spirduso, W.W., & Silverman, S.J. (2000) Proposals that work: A guide for
planning dissertations and grant proposals, (4th ed.). Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

Marshall, C., & Rossman, G.B. (1999) Designing qualitative research, 3rd edn. Newbury
Park, CA: Soya.

Maxwell, T.W. (Ed.) (1992) A thesis and dissertation guide for students of the Faculty of
Education, Nursing and Professional Studies, Armidale, NSW: UNE.

McLean, J.E. (1995) Improving education through action research: A guide for
administrators and teachers, London: Sage.

Merriam, S.B. (1988) Case study research in education: A qualitative approach, San
Francisco: Jossey Bass.
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Miller, S.I., & Fredericks, M. (1994) Qualitative research methods: Social epistemological
and practical inquiry, New York: Peter Lang.

Moustakas, C. (1994) 'Phenomenological research methods' (Available: London: Sage.
OECD (1995) {Educational research and development}, Paris: OECD. Pedhazur &
Schmelkin (1991) {Measurement, Design & Analysis}. Lawrence Erlbaum.) .

Rudestam, K.E., & Newton, R.R. (1992) Surviving your dissertation, Newbury Park, CA:
Sage.

Sagor, R. (1992) How to conduct collaborative action research, Alexandria, VA: ASCD.

Smith, J.K., & Heshusius, L. (1986 Closing down the conversation: The end of the
quantitative-qualitative debate among educational inquirers., Educational Researcher, 4-12.

Stake, R.E. (1995) The art of case study research, London: Sage.

Stenhouse, L. (1978) Case study and case records. British Educational Research Journal,
4 (2) 12-26.

Strauss, A.L. (1987) Qualitative analysis for social scientists., Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Strunck & White, E.B. (1979) The Elements of Style, (3rd ed.), New York, Macmillan.

Tuckman, B.W. (1990) A proposal for improving the quality of published educational
research. Educational Researcher,, 19 (9), 22-25.

Turabian, K.L. (1996) A manual for writers of term papers, theses, and dissertations, (6th
ed.). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Wilkinson, A.M. (1991) The scientist's handbook for writing papers and dissertations,
Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Wood, P. (1986) Inside schools: Ethnography in educational research, London: Routledge.

Yin, R.K. (1994) Case study research: Design and methods, 2nd edn. Beverley Hills, CA:
Sage.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Project Work 660

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

STUDY PROPOSAL 999.00 100.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.
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OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Ungraded summative assessment will be given either Pass, Fail or Incomplete.
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