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RATIONALE

Learning a second language requires the learner to access a range of strategies to achieve
competency. The second language teacher must have understanding and skills across a
broad range of instructional techniques and processes in order that effective learning occurs.
This course aims to give both theoretical perspectives and practical application of these to
assist the learning process.

SYNOPSIS

This course introduces students to the theory and practice of Teaching Second Languages
(TSL). As its focus, this course seeks to develop and enhance initial instructional skills and
knowledge, and those attitudes required of instructors who teach and specialise in Languages
Other Than English (LOTE) and English as a foreign language. Though parallels can be
drawn to teaching English as a second language as it occurs in Australia, this course focuses
on teaching groups of students who share a common first language and who are learning a
second language which is not readily reinforced outside the classroom. The course applies,
in particular, to TSL in the Primary School context but principles and practices can be
adapted and extended to provide for older learners.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• demonstrate knowledge of and critically analyse a range of TSL contexts;
• demonstrate knowledge of a range of theoretical positions dealing with language

and the acquisition of language;
• critically analyse their own TSL instructional programs designed to meet specified

language goals;
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• prepare and analyse TSL instructional programs designed to meet specified language
goals;

• implement and justify their planning of effective TSL instructional strategies within
their instructional context.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. TSL: Theoretical Perspectives 30.00

2. What goes on in a Communicative Language Classroom 30.00

3. Putting It All Together 40.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Curtain, H.A. & Pesola, C.A.B. 1994, Languages and Children - Making the Match, Foreign
Language Instruction for an Early Start, Grades K-8, 2nd edition, Longman,

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Lightbrown, P.M. & Spada, N. 1993, How Languages Are Learned, Oxford University
Press, Oxford.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 60

Directed Study 100

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ASSIGNMENT 1 (JOURNAL 1) 999.00 0.00 Y 16 Aug 2002
(see note 1)

ASSIGNMENT 1 (JOURNAL 2) 999.00 0.00 Y 20 Sep 2002

ASSIGNMENT 1 (JOURNAL 3) 999.00 0.00 Y 01 Nov 2002

ASSIGNMENT 2 999.00 50.00 Y 11 Oct 2002

ASSIGNMENT 3 999.00 50.00 Y 01 Nov 2002
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NOTES:

1. Letter grades will be used in this course and will be displayed in the Notes section.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 To receive a passing grade for this course, students must demonstrate satisfactory
mastery of all learning objectives for the course. Normally, this would require
students to pass all items of summative assessment.

2 All pieces of graded summative assessment in this course will be graded using one
of the following letter grades: HD, A, B, C, F or Incomplete. Plus and minus may
be used with each of these letter grades.

3 Any pieces of ungraded summative assessment will be assessed using only Pass/Fail
categories.

4 Final grades for this course will be calculated by aggregating the weighted grade
for each graded summative assessment item. Any non-graded assessment
requirements will have to be satisfactorily met for students to pass the course.

5 Assignment Extensions: The Department of Further Education and Training has
an extension policy which enables you to be within two weeks of the due date for
assignments before you need to contact your course examiner. If you are more than
two weeks late with your work you will need to contact the course examiner.
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