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RATIONALE

As teachers/trainers we are regularly required to make a variety of instructional decisions
about our instruction and about student/trainee performance and progress. This requires
the collection of data needed to inform a range of interested parties and provide a basis for
future instructional decisions. As such, a thorough understanding of assessment principles
and practices is vital.

SYNOPSIS

In this course students will demonstrate underlying knowledge of the theory and practice
of a variety of assessment procedures currently in use in approved education and training
sectors. They will be required to analyse critically the suitability of such procedures for
their own instructional situations. Students are then required to demonstrate competence
in constructing and implementing assessment procedures for an instructional/training
program in which they are involved. Students will also be required to demonstrate
competence in the use of assessment data in reporting on learning outcomes and in the
evaluation of their instruction/training programs.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course, learners will:

• Demonstrate knowledge of different approaches to and purposes of assessment as
well as the principles that are generally viewed as guiding sound assessment
practice.

• Demonstrate understanding of the concepts of validity, reliability and bias and how
each applies to assessment of learning.

• Design a program of assessment relevant to their own work situations.

Page - 1



• Demonstrate competence in constructing and reviewing assessment instruments
which match stated instructional objectives of a program in which they teach.

• Demonstrate an ability to use data generated by the assessment of learner
performance to report on learning achievements and to evaluate the effectiveness
of the assessment procedures and programs of instruction.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. An Introduction to Assessment 10.00

2. Learning Objectives and Assessment 10.00

3. Planning Assessment 20.00

4. Assessment in a Competency-based Environment 10.00

5. Constructing Assessment Instruments 20.00

6. Administration, Marking and Scoring and Reporting 10.00

7. Analysing Assessment Data 10.00

8. Evaluating Assessment Procedures 10.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Nil.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Any recommended reference materials are referred to in the Course Introductory Book.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 40

Directed Study 120
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ASSESSMENT CONCEPTS 999.00 0.00 Y 16 Aug 2002
(see note 1)

PROJECT PART A 999.00 30.00 Y 27 Sep 2002

PROJECT PART B 999.00 30.00 Y 01 Nov 2002

OPEN BOOK EXAM (1.5 HRS) 999.00 40.00 Y END S2
(see note 4)

NOTES:

1. Letter grades will be used in this course and will be displayed in the Notes section.
4. Students will be advised of the details of this examination following release of the

official semester two, 2002 examination timetable.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 To receive a passing grade for this course, students must demonstrate satisfactory
mastery of all learning objectives for the course. Normally this would require
students to pass all items of summative assessment.

2 All pieces of graded summative assessment in this course will be graded using one
of the following letter grades: HD, A, B, C, F or Incomplete. Plus and minus may
be used with each of these letter grades.

3 Final grades for this course will be calculated by aggregating the weighted grade
for each graded summative assessment item.

4 Assignment Extensions: The Department of Further Education and Training has
an extension policy which enables you to be within two weeks of the due date for
assignments before you need to contact your course examiner. If you are more than
two weeks late with your work you will need to contact the course examiner.
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