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SYNOPSIS

Environmental management is about the management of both physical problems and political
and policy debates. This course provides students with the means to understand the origin
of conflicts over environmental issues, and some of the key aspects of current debates about
environmental problems. In the first part of this course, students will learn about the
development of environmental ideas awareness, and how environmental thinking entered
mainstream politics. In the second part of the course there is a discussion of some of the
major approaches to dealing with environmental problems. In particular, students will
consider the arguments about the degree of policy and systemic change that is necessary
to achieve an improvement in environmental outcomes. This course will provide students
with a broad understanding of the history and politics of environmentalism and current
directions in environmental policy, so they have the capacity to be informed participants
in debates and decision-making that relate to the environment.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• outline the increasing demands that humans made upon the environment over time,
and explain how these were supported by scientific, philosophical and political
ideas;

• outline the development of environmentalism as a set of ideas and explain why
these were a challenge to conventional ideas of development and progress;

• discuss the ideas that underpin some of the major ideas within environmental
philosophy;

• outline the way in which environmentalism developed as a political movement and
assess the current influence of environmental thinking within government;
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• undertake a case study in environmental politics or policy that involves both review
and analysis;

• outline and discuss the broad policy approaches that could be used to ameliorate
environmental problems;

• debate the relative merits of using different policy approaches to solving
environmental problems;

• place any environmental issue in the broad context of social and economic change
and then be able to analyse the problems and discuss potential solutions.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Introduction and theoretical frameworks 5.00

2. Devleopment and Industrialism 10.00

3. The Growth of Environmental Awareness 15.00

4. Green Politics 10.00

5. Undertaking Case Studies of Environmental Policy 10.00

6. Reforming Political and Economic Systems 10.00

7. Leave it to the Market 15.00

8. Sustainability: Politics and Policy 15.00

9. A Green Future? 15.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Dryzek, J., 1997 The Politics of the Earth: Environmental Discourses, Oxford University
Press, New York.

Dryzek, J. and Schlosberg, D., 1999 Debating the Earth, Oxford University Press, New
York.

Summers, J. & Smith, B., (eds), 2001 Faculty of Business Communication Skills Handbook,
4th edn, Faculty of Business, USQ, Toowoomba, Qld.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Earthbeat, Radio National, Saturday at 7.30am (at the time of writing).

Habitat, environmental monthly magazine.

Beder, S., 1996 The Nature of Sustainable Development, 2nd edn, Scribe Publications,
Newham, Vic.
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Eckersley, R. (ed.), 1995 Markets, the State and the Environment, Macmillan Education,
South Melbourne.

Lines, W., 1991 Taming the Great South Land, Allen and Unwin, North Sydney, NSW.

Papadakis, E., 1993 Politics and the Environment, Allen and Unwin, St Leonards, NSW.

Turner, R., Pearce, D. and Bateman, I., 1994 Environmental Economics: An Elementary
Introduction, Harvester Wheatsheaf, Hemel Hempstead.

Walker, K. The Political Economy of Environmental Policy: An Australian Introduction,
UNSW Press, Kensington, NSW.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 40

Private Study 125

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ESSAY 20.00 20.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

CASE STUDY 40.00 40.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

3 HOUR EXAMINATION 40.00 40.00 Y END S1
(see note 3)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

3. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 To be assured of a passing grade in this unit students will be required to obtain at
least 50% for the assignments in aggregate and at least 50% in the final examination
and an overall mark of 50%. Final grades for the unit will be determined by the
addition of the marks obtained in each assessment item, weighted as in the
Assessment Details and by considering the students' level of achievement of the
objectives of the unit. To be assured of a B grade students will be required to obtain
an overall mark of 65%. To be assured of an A grade students will be required to
obtain an overall mark of 75%. To be assured of an HD grade students will be
required to obtain an overall mark of 85%.
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2 The due date of an assignment is the date by which a student must despatch the
assignment to the University, and is normally that defined in the relevant course
specification. The onus is on the student to provide, if requested, proof of date of
despatch.

3 Students should organise their affairs to ensure that they meet due dates for all
assignments. Extensions will be granted only under exceptional extenuating
circumstances, normally involving a significant medical condition.

4 Students may apply for an assignment extension either by application through DEC
before the due date or by including application with the submitted assignment after
the due date. Such applications should be in writing and include supporting
documentary evidence. The authority for granting extensions rests with the relevant
Course Leader.

5 All assignments despatched after due dates without appropriate extension approvals
or after approved extension dates will be penalised up to a maximum of 20% of
the assigned mark per work day.

6 Students must retain a copy of all assignments which must be provided if/when
required by the Course Leader.

7 Course weightings of topics should not be interpreted as applying to the number
of marks allocated to questions testing those topics in an examination paper.
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