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RATIONALE

This Masters level course is designed to facilitate synthesis of knowledge from previous
studies as the basis for addressing the learning needs of the student, through a learning
contract.

SYNOPSIS

This course is based on a negotiated learning contract between students and the course
leader. The learning contract requires that students draw on their previous learning and
identify their current learning needs. The students, in consultation with the course leader
will agree upon learning objectives, available resources, learning processes and methods
of evaluation.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• develop a learning contract, which identifies own learning objectives, resources,
learning processes and method/s of evaluation; and

• achieve a level of knowledge and skills as negotiated in the learning contract.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Introduction to course - overview of course 5.00

2. Learning Contracts: - learning contracts, scope and rationale - elements
of a learning contract - timeline, objectives, strategies & resources, what is

15.00
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to be assessed, criteria for assessment - role of adviser in negotiated learning
contracts - establishing a relevant learning need upon which to base a
learning contract.

3. Addressing the Learning Needs of the Student: The student, in consultation
and negotiation with the assigned staff adviser will, commencing in

80.00

approximately week 3, address their learning needs according to the learning
contract.

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

As the learning needs of each student are unique and addressed through individual contracts,
there is no set text for the course.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Anderson, G., Boud, D. & Sampson, J., 1996 Learning Contracts: A Practical Guide,
Kogan Page, London.

Boyle, P. & Trevitt, C., 1997 Enhancing the quality of student learning through the use of
subject learning plans, Higher Education Research & Development, Vol. 16, No. 3, pp.
293-304.

Laycock, M. & Stephenson, J. (Eds), 1993 Using Learning Contracts in Higher Education,
Kogan page, London.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

LEARNING CONTRACT 100.00 20.00 Y 29 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

LEARNING CONTRACT REPORT 100.00 80.00 Y 24 Jun 2002
(see note 2)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Attendance Requirements: It is the students' responsibility to actively participate
in all activities scheduled for them, and to study all material provided to them or
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required to be accessed by them to maximize their chance of meeting the objectives
of the course and to be informed of course-related activities and administration.

2 Minimum Requirements to Pass the Course: To be assured of a pass in this course,
students must obtain at least 50% of the marks available for each assessment item.

3 Assignments: The due date for an assignment is the date by which a student must
dispatch the assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof
of the dispatch date, if requested by the examiner. Students must retain a copy of
each item submitted for assessment. This must be produced within five days if
required by the examiner. In accordance with University's Assignment Extension
Policy (Regulation 5.6.1), the examiner of a course may grant an extension of the
due date of an assignment in extenuating circumstances. This policy may be found
in the USQ Handbook, the Distance Education Student Guide and the Faculty of
Sciences' Orientation Handbook for on-campus students. All students are advised
to study and follow the guidelines associated with this policy. An assignment,
submitted after the due date without an extension approved by the examiner, will
attract a penalty of 20 percent of the assigned mark for each day (or part thereof)
that the assignment is late.

4 Grading: Final grades for students will be determined by the addition of the marks
obtained in each assessment item, weighted as in the Assessment Details and by
considering the student's level of achievement of the objectives of the course.

5 If students are anticipating enrolling in the research component of their Masters
Program, they need to discuss this with the Program Coordinator to determine the
most suitable enrolment pattern.
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