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STAFFING
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PRE-REQUISITES

Pre-requisite: PSY 3010

RATIONALE

Psychological assessment is a basic skill for all areas of applied psychology. The course is
designed to develop skills in administration, scoring, and interpretation of some of the most
widely used psychological tests.

SYNOPSIS

The development of testing skills and the application of testing principles in the clinical
setting will be taught through workshops, and case studies. In particular, mastery will be
developed in the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Sale 3rd edition (WAIS-3), the Wechsler
Memory Scale 3rd edition (WMS-3), the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory-Second Edition (MMPI-2), and the Wide Range Achievement Test 3rd edition
(WRAT-3).

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• score and interpret the WAIS-R, WAIS-3, WMS-R, WMS-3 and MMPI- 2 in a
variety of clinical settings;

• be able to apply testing and psychometric principles to psychological assessment.
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TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. The course is divided into halves that run in parallel. The first half,
concentrates on students acquiring mastery of the three core tests and general

0.00

psychometric and testing principles in lectures. The second half of the course
focuses on the application of these tasks in the areas of Clinical
Neuropsychology and Forensic Psychology. Additional tests and testing
principles specific to these applied areas will also be reviewed.

2. BASIC TESTING AND PSYCHOMETRIC PRINCIPLES Topics include
the uses of confidence intervals, standard error of measurement, standard

0.00

error of estimate, and standard error of prediction; estimation of predicted
true scores; application of factor analysis and factor scores; abnormality vs.
significance; and evaluation of appropriate normative data.

3. THE WAIS-3/WAIS-R The evaluation of intellectual functioning. The
Application of basic principles to WAIS-R/WAIS-3 interpretation.

0.00

Age-education norms. Continuous age norming. Relationship of the
WAIS-R/WAIS-3 to other tests of intellectual functioning. Factor and other
analytic systems of interpretation. Impact of demographic variables upon
IQ estimation. Estimating premorbid level of intellectual functioning. Pattern
analysis and intersubtest scatter.

4. THE WMS-3/WMS-R The evaluation of memory. The application of
basic principles to WMS-R/WMS-3 interpretation. Index patterns and

0.00

differences. Relationship of the WMS-R/WMS-3 to other tests of memory
functioning. Factor analysis studies.

5. THE MMPI-2 The evaluation of psychosocial functioning and personality.
Examination of the basic, content, and supplementary scales, codetype
analysis and interpretation. Relationship of the MMPI-2 to the MMPI.

0.00

6. ASSESSMENT IN NEUROPSYCHOLOGY The application of the tests
(2-4) are examined in the neuropsychological setting. The emphasis is placed

0.00

upon the evaluation of cognitive functioning and brain- behaviour
relationships. Case studies reinforce the role of the core tests and the role
of other testing is examined. The use of hypothesis-testing and testing-of-
the-limits are a particular focus. Report writing for the neuropsychological
setting will be reviewed.

7. ASSESSMENT IN FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY The application of the
tests (2-4) are examined in the forensic setting. Case studies will emphasise

0.00

the role of psychological assessment in the legal setting. Specific topics
covered include the evaluation of malingering, report writing, legal issues,
and functioning as an expert witness.
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TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Greene, R.L. 2000 The MMPI-2. An Interpretive Manual, 2nd edn, Allyn & Bacon, Boston.

Lyman, H.B., 1998 Test Scores and What They Mean, 6th edn, Allyn & Bacon, Boston.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Handouts and other recommended readings will be distributed during the semester.

Journals

Psychological Assessment The Clinical Neuropsychologist Journal of Clinical Psychology
Assessment Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology

Butcher, J.N., 1999 A Beginners Guide to the MMPI-2, American Psychological Association,
Washington DC.

Graham, J.R., 1999 MMPI-2. Assessing Personality and Psychopathology, 3rd edn, Oxford
University Press, New York.

Gregory, R.J., 1999 Foundatins of Intellectual Assessment. The WAIS- 3 and Other Tests
in Clinical Practice, Allyn and Bacon, Boston.

Kaufman, A.S. & Lichtenberger, E.O., 1999 Essentials of WAIS-III Assessment, John Wiley
& Sons, New York.

Kaufman, A.S. 1990 Assessing Adolescent and Adult Intelligence, Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Lezak, M.D. 1995 Neuropsychological Assessment, 3rd edn, Oxford University Press, New
York.

Mitrushina, M.N., Boone, K.B. & D'Elia, L.F., 1999 Handbook of Normative Data for
Neuropsychological Assessment, Oxford University Press, New York.

Sattler, J.M. & Ryan, J.J., 1999 Assessment of Children: Wais-3 Supplement. Revised and
Updated Third Edition, Jerome M. Sattler, Pub., San Diego.

Spreen, O. & Strauss, E. 1998 A Compendium of Neuropsychological Tests, 2nd edn, Oxford
University Press, New York.

Vanderploeg, R.D., 1993 Clinician's Guide to Neuropsychological Assessment, Erlbaum,
New Jersey.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Private Study 134

Tutorial 36
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

CASE REPORT 1 20.00 35.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

CASE REPORT 2 21.00 40.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

TEST OPERATING
CHARACTERISTICS

18.00 25.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 3)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

3. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 The due date for assessments is the date by which a student must despatch an
assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof of the despatch
date, if requested by the Examiner. In accordance with the University's Policy on
Assignments (Regulation 5.6.1), the Examiner of a course may grant an extension
of the due date of an assignment in extenuating circumstances. This policy may
be found in the USQ Handbook, the Distance Education Study Guide and the
Faculty of Sciences' Orientation Handbook for new on-campus students. All students
are advised to study and follow the guidelines associated with this policy.

2 To obtain a passing grade in this course, students must achieve a minimum of 50%
across the 3 assignments.

3 It is the student's responsibility to attend classes to ensure that they have the best
chance to meet the objectives of the course and to be informed of course related
activities and administration.

4 Students are required to be able to access the Internet and in particular the course
website.
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