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STAFFING

Examiner: Grace Pretty
Moderator: Peter Terry

PRE-REQUISITES

Pre-requisite: PSY 8601

RATIONALE

The scholar-practitioner model of training in psychology has broad consensual acceptance
within the applied profession. The professional doctorate therefore requires the student to
be proficient in applied research skills to conduct a substantial research program concerning
a meaningful problem within the practice of psychology. This course gives the student the
opportunity to conduct the first study in their proposed research plan, to report on its findings
and critically review the outcomes in view of the next stage of the research plan.

SYNOPSIS

This is the second of four project courses that contribute to the Professional Doctorate. This
course involves the conduct of the first study as outlined in the research plan submitted in
PSY8601 Psychology Doctorate Project A. The student is expected to conduct the study,
report on the findings and provide a critical examination of the research plan. Based on
these considerations the student is expected to make any modifications necessary to the
proposed research plan and prepare to continue with the second study in Project C
(PSY8603).

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this unit students will be able to:

• Demonstrate competence in conducting a doctoral level study.
• Demonstrate competence in data collection and data analysis.
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• Demonstrate competence in reporting doctoral level research.
• Demonstrate competence in critically evaluating the methodology and findings of

a study.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. To be determined by the student's supervisor after consultation with the
student.

100.00

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Recommended literature on research design, quantitative and qualitative methods as
determined by student's supervisor.

American Psychological Association, 2001 Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association, 5th edn, APA, Washington DC.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Private Study 150

Supervisor
Consultation

20

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

RESEARCH REPORT 100.00 100.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 It is the students' responsibility to actively participate in all workshops scheduled
for them, and to study all material provided to them or required to be accessed by
them to maximize their change of meeting the objectives of the course and to be
informed of course-related activities and administration.

2 The research report will normally be up to 10,000 words and should include a
description of the method used, analyses of the data, reporting of results, discussion
of the findings and implications for the next study in the research program.
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3 The research report will conform with guidelines on the content, style and format
of reports issued from time to time by either the USQ or the Psychology Department.

4 The research report will be submitted in duplicate to the Supervisor. Evaluation
will be completed by the Supervisor and one other member of the Department. The
student will be graded as either Pass or Fail for this course.

5 The due date for assessments is the date by which a student must despatch an
assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof of the despatch
date, if requested by the Examiner. In accordance with the University's Policy on
Assignments (Regulation 5.6.1), the Examiner of a course may grant an extension
of the due date of an assignment in extenuating circumstances. This policy may
be found in the USQ Handbook, the Distance Education Study Guide and the
Faculty of Sciences' Orientation Handbook for new on-campus students. All students
are advised to study and follow the guidelines associated with this policy. An
extension will be considered in extraordinary circumstances only. The extension
period will not last beyond the end of the fourth week after the end of the
examination period of the semester.
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