
The University of Southern Queensland

Course Specification

Description: Care and Education Settings

Subject Cat-Nbr Class Term Mode Units Campus

TEA 2108 10783 1, 2002 ONC 1.00 TWMBA

Academic Group: FOEDU
Academic Org: FOE004
HECS Band: 1
ASCED Code: 070101

STAFFING

Examiner: Anne Petriwskyj
Moderator: Lyn Bower

RATIONALE

Since the learning environment in early childhood programs is a core element of curriculum,
the organisation and educational purpose of child-responsive environments is foundational
knowledge for early childhood educators. They must be conscious of the impact of changes
in the immediate human, physical and time environment, and aware of influences in the
external sociopolitical and community context. These issues are of particular significance
in programs for very young children as atmosphere or climate exerts a marked influence
on children's personal comfort, health and safety, responsiveness to experiences and
interpersonal behaviour.

SYNOPSIS

Effective learning environments in early childhood education are characterised by flexibility
and responsiveness to children and are planned in relation to a range of ecological and
educational considerations. At a macro level, a variety of social, economic, political and
educational trends impact on policy and regulatory requirements and on family or community
expectations. At a micro level, organisation of a learning environment, including not only
physical issues but also time and interpersonal issues, is modified regularly in response to
the current interests and progress of children and the needs of staff and parents. In this
course, learning environment across the age range birth to eight years is explored, then
concepts are applied to educare programs for children under 4 years of age.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able

• to: recognise social, economic, political, and educational trend impacts on services
for early childhood education and care; define the roles of physical, time & human
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environments in early childhood programs; outline regulations and curriculum
documents as they relate to the learning environment in early childhood settings;
organise and modify responsive early childhood learning environments; relate
environmental issues to care programs for children aged birth to 3 years.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Ecological systems and their relationship to early childhood services 20.00

2. Elements of learning environment in early childhood settings 20.00

3. Regulation, policy and management of early childhood environments 10.00

4. Responsive physical and time environments for children aged birth to 3
years

25.00

5. Supportive interpersonal environments in programs for ages birth to 3
years

25.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Eaton, J. & Shepherd, W. (1998). Early childhood environments., Watson: Australian Early
Childhood Association.

Hutchins, T. & Sims, M. (1999). Program planning for infants and toddlers: An ecological
approach, Sydney: Prentice Hall.

NMAA. (2000). Merrily, merrily: A book of songs and rhymes, Nunawading, VIC: NMAA.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Arthur, L., Beecher, B., Dockett, S., Farmer, S.& Death, E. (1996). Programming and
planning in early childhood settings, Sydney: Harcourt Brace..

Dodge, D., Jablon, J. & Bickart, T. (1994). Constructing curriculum in the primary grades.,
Washington,D.C.: Teaching Strategies Inc.

Feeney,S., Christensen,D. & Moravcik,E. (1996). Who am I in the lives of children: An
introduction to teaching young children., (5th ed.). Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:,

Frost,J. (1992). Play and playscapes., Albany,New York: Delmar.

Gonzales-Mena,J. & Eyres,D.W. (2001). Infants, toddlers and caregivers., (5th ed.).
Mountain View, Calif.: Mayfield.

Gordon,A. & Browne,K. (2000). Beginnings and beyond, (5th ed.). New York: Delmar.
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Greenman, J. & Stonehouse, A. (1997). Prime times: A handbook for excellence in infant
and toddler programs, Melbourne: Longman.

Hendrick, J. (1998). Total learning: Developmental curriculum for the young child., (5th
ed.). New York: Merrill.

Moyle, H., Meyer, P.,Golley,L. & Evans, A. (1996). Children's services in Australia 1996:
Services for children under school age., Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.

Puckett, M. & Diffley, D. (1999). Teaching young children: An introduction to the early
childhood profession, Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace.

Queensland School Curriculum Council. (1998). Preschool curriculum guidelines., Brisbane.

Tully, K (Ed.) (1993). Putting children first: Quality improvement and accreditation system
handbook, (1st ed.). Sydney: NCAC.

Turner, P. & Hamner, T. (1994). Child development and early education., Needham Hts.:
Allyn & Bacon.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 30

Directed Study 60

Lectures 28

Private Study 30

Tutorial 14

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

CONTEXT ANALYSIS &
ENVIRON'L D

999.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

INFANT TODDLER PLAN 999.00 50.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 2)

PRACTICUM INCLUDING
FOLDER

999.00 0.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 3)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

3. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.
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OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score. Ungraded summative
assessment will be given either Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

4 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical
score for each summative assessment item.

5 All assessment items must be submitted and passed overall.
6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, University penalties will apply.
7 Results for this course will not be released until associated field experience has

been successfully completed and documentation processed.
8 Level 1 practicum course should usually be completed before or at the same time

as this course.

Page - 4


