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RATIONALE

In keeping with the emergent curriculum that typifies early childhood education, multilevel
education is based on a learning environment where the stage of development and individual
differences of each child are placed at the centre of the curriculum. Whether in a single-
grade classroom or an integrated P-3 small rural setting, catering for individual needs in a
context of social interaction forms the foundation of a multilevel learning community. In
order to be responsive to a multilevel learning framework it is important for pre- service
teachers to develop a philosophy and methodology consistent with early childhood principles
that translate into effective decision making.

SYNOPSIS

In light of P-3 curriculum documents, this course will explore individual and group
management in multilevel learning environments. Accessing appropriate resources (including
human, material and web- based) and the development of community partnerships (including
rural school and classroom settings) will be highlighted. The ideals of early childhood
philosophy and methodology will be revisited in order to effectuate professional decision
making in organising a creative learning environment, developing assessment tools and
curriculum design. A teaching practicum experience will constitute the culmination of the
course.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able

• to: develop integrated programs based on P-3 curriculum documents; write and
speak critically about emerging curriculum policies that relate to P-3; apply
principles of inclusive education in early childhood classrooms in order to devise
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plans for children with diverse abilities; design motivating, challenging and creative
learning programs; document the influence of community contexts for rural schools;
administer and organise multilevel learning environments.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. P-3 curriculum documents 10.00

2. Theories related to curriculum development in early childhood classrooms 10.00

3. Emerging trends and recent policies related to early childhood curriculum 10.00

4. Diversity and inclusive practice in multilevel early childhood classrooms 10.00

5. Planning for multilevel learning environments 10.00

6. The role of the educator in small rural schools 10.00

7. Leadership and administration in small schools 10.00

8. Designing P-3 multilevel programs 10.00

9. Aboriginal communities in rural areas 10.00

10. Reference groups and resources to support multilevel education 10.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Fogarty, R. (1994). The Multiage classroom: A collection, Highett, VIC: Hawker Brownlow
Education.

McClay, J. L. (Ed.). (1996). The Multi-age classroom, Highett, VIC: Hawker Brownlow
Education.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Arthur, L., Beecher, B., Dockett, S., Farmer, S., & Death, E. (1996). Programming and
planning in early childhood settings, (2nd, ed.). Marrickville: Harcourt Brace & Company.

Bacharach, N., Hasslen, R. C., & Anderson, J. (1995). Learning together: A manual for
multiage grouping, CA: Corwin Press.

Bingham, A. A., Dorta, P., McClaskey, M., & O'Keefe, J. (1995). Exploring the multiage
classroom, York: Stenhouse.

Briggs, F., & Potter, G. (Eds.). (1999). Teaching children in the first three years of school,
(3rd ed.). Melbourne: Longman.
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Chase, P., & Doan, J. (1994). Full circle: A new look at multiage education, Portsmouth,
NH: Heinemann.

Chase, P., & Doan, J. (1996). Choosing to learn: Ownership and responsibility in a primary
multiage classroom, Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Fogarty, R. (1996). Think about... Multiage classrooms: An anthology of original essays,
Highett, VIC: Hawker Brownlow Education.

Grant, J., Richardson, I., & Fredenburg, A. (Eds.). (1996). Multiage handbook: A
comprehensive resource for multiage practices, Peterborough, NH: Society for
Developmental Education.

Grant, J., Richardson, I., & Johnson, B. (Eds.). (1996). Multiage Q & A: 101 practical
answers to your most pressing questions, (2nd ed.). Peterborough, NH: Crystal Springs
Books.

Grant, J., Richardson, I., & Johnson, B. (Eds.). (1996). Our best advice: The multiage
problem solving handbook, Peterborough, NH: Society for Developmental Education.

Halliwell, G. (1991). Early childhood teachers changing the curriculum: The Leafy Wood
State School story, Belconnen, ACT: Australian Curriculum Studies Association.

Hovda, R. A., Kyle, D. W., & McIntyre, E. (1996). Creating nongraded K-3 classrooms:
Teacher's stories and lessons learned, Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.

Kasten, W. C., & Clarke, B. K. (1993). The multi-age classroom: A family of learners,
Katonah, NY: R. C. Owen Publishers.

Kasten, W. C., & Lolli, E. M. (1998). Implementing multiage education: A practical guide
to a promising future, Norwood, MA: Christopher-Gordon Publishers.

Kessler, S. A. (1992 . The social context of early childhood curriculum. In S. A. Kessler
& B. B. Swadner (Eds.), Reconceptualizing early childhood curriculum, New York: Teachers
College Press.

Ostrow, J. (1995). A room with a different view: First through third graders build community
and create curriculum, York: Stenhouse.

Stone, S. J. (1995). Creating the multiage classroom, Glenview, Ill: Good Year Books.

Tobin, J. (1997). Making a place for pleasure in early childhood education, New Haven:
Yale University Press.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 78

Directed Study 55

Lectures 13

Tutorial 26
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

CURRICULUM PLAN 999.00 60.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 1)

EXAMINATION 999.00 40.00 Y END S1
(see note 2)

PRACTICUM INCLUDING
FOLDER

999.00 0.00 Y 04 Mar 2002
(see note 3)

NOTES:

1. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

2. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

3. Further details about the due dates are detailed in the assessment section of the
Course Specifications.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the distribution
patterns and means for the different markers will be compared and marks adjusted
if necessary.

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score. Ungraded summative
assessment will be given either Pass, Fail or Incomplete.

4 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical
score for each summative assessment item.

5 All assessment items must be submitted and passed.
6 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, University penalties will apply.
7 Results for this course will not be released until associated field experience has

been successfully completed and documentation processed.
8 Levels 1, 2 and 3 practicum courses should usually be completed before this course.
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